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Reassessing the ‘Banana’ Scenario

Check out the accompanying chart collection.

Executive Summary: Is a recession imminent? Is it here already? How big an impact will it have, if it
comes, when it comes? The dreaded “R” word has everyone in a tither, and so does the weakness in
the LEI. But the CEI suggests everything’s just fine. We recap the latest economic releases and how
they’ve led us to the subjective probabilities we assign to four alternative economic scenarios. ... We
also assess how well peaks in the S&P 500 presage recessions. ... And: The stock market may have
hit its bear bottom already according to the Da Vinci Code, if inflation is peaking and that tempers the
Fed’s hawkishness. Also: Dr. Ed reviews “Staircase” (+ +).

YRI Monday Webcast. Join Dr. Ed’s live Q&A webinar on Mondays at 11 a.m. EST. You
will receive an email with the link to the webinar one hour before showtime. Replays of the
Monday webinars are available here.

US Economy: Leading vs Coincident Indicators. Last week, Debbie and | wrote about
the divergence in recent months between the Index of Leading Economic Indicators (LEI)
and the Index of Coincident Economic Indicators (CEl). The LEI peaked at a record high
during February (Fig. 7). It is down 0.9% since then through May.

As we discussed in the July 6 Morning Briefing, we already know that four of the LEI's 10
components weighed on it during June—namely, the S&P 500, the M-PMI new orders
subindex, a measure of consumer expectations, and initial unemployment claims. The LEI
increasingly has been signaling a recession, though not necessarily an imminent one since
it peaked by 12 months, on average, before the onset of the past eight recessions.

On the other hand, there is no recession in the CEI, which rose to a record high during May.
It includes four components: payroll employment, real personal income less transfer
payments, real manufacturing & trade sales, and industrial production. June’s employment
report was released on Friday. It provided a mixed picture for the first two CEl components:

(1) Payroll employment. Friday’s report showed a larger-than-expected increase of 372,000
in payroll employment (Fig. 2). The more volatile household measure of employment fell
315,000. However, it is the payroll measure that is included in the CEI, and it is only 0.5%
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below its record high during February 2020. There’s certainly no recession evident in this
coincident indicator.

(2) Personal income. Friday’s employment report also showed moderating wage inflation,

as the average hourly earnings (AHE) measure of wages rose 0.3% m/m during June. The
bad news is that the consumer price inflation rate (based on the headline PCED) over the

past 12 months through May was 6.3%, exceeding the 5.1% increase in the AHE over the
same period. So workers’ purchasing power has stagnated over this period (Fig. 3). Odds

are that inflation significantly eroded the purchasing power of wages again during June.

This doesn’t augur well for June’s real personal income excluding transfer payments, which
is one of the four components of the CEI (Fig. 4). This measure of total consumer
purchasing power has been eroded by consumer price inflation too; it is up 8.3% y/y in
nominal terms, but only 1.8% in real terms, through May.

Debbie and | calculate our Earned Income Proxy (EIP) for private wages and salaries in
personal income when the monthly employment report is released (Fig. 5). It is simply AHE
multiplied by aggregate hours worked, which reflects payroll employment and the average
length of the workweek. The average workweek (which is one of the components of the LEI,
by the way) was flat during June, while aggregate hours worked during the month rose to a
record 4.48 billion.

Our EIP rose 0.6% m/m during June (Fig. 6). However, it undoubtedly was eroded by higher
consumer price inflation. Over the past 12 months through May, the nominal and real
versions of the EIP are up 9.4% and 2.9%.

(3) Subjective probabilities. So according to the LEI, the economy is heading toward a
recession. According to the CEl, everything is just swell. Following the release of the jobs
report on Friday, the Atlanta Fed’s GDPNow tracking model showed that real GDP fell 1.2%
(saar) during Q2, an upward revision from down 1.9%. Real consumer spending growth was
revised up from 1.3% to 1.9%, while real gross private domestic investment increased from
-14.9% to -13.7%. So real GDP is on track to fall for the second quarter in a row, having
decreased 1.6% during Q1.

Last week, we raised our odds of a short and shallow recession from 45% to 55%, with real
GDP falling by 2.0% during H2-2022. So a mild recession is our base-case scenario
currently. The second-most-likely alternative scenario, with a 25% subjective probability, is
a soft landing, with real GDP growing between 0.0% and 2.0% during H2-2022. That puts
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the odds that real GDP will grow between -2.0% and 2.0% for the foreseeable future at
80%. For now, we assign 10% odds to a hard landing and 10% to a boom.

(4) The “panana” scenario. “Between 1973 and 1975 we had the deepest banana that we
had in 35 years, and yet inflation dipped only very briefly,” the economist Alfred Kahn, who
headed the Carter administration’s task force to fight inflation, once said. He substituted
“banana” for the word “recession.” The reason, he amiably explained, was that references
to recessions seemed to make people nervous and irritable. Of course, one of the people
made most irritable was his boss, President Jimmy Carter.

In the February 15 Morning Briefing, we wrote: “Debbie and | have been thinking more
about the banana scenario. For now, we are singing the 1923 hit song with the ambivalent
message ‘Yes! We Have No Bananas.”” We observed that the following factors suggested a
low risk of a recession: the LEIl and CEI were rising, consumers were in relatively good
shape, corporations were also ship-shape, the risk of a credit crunch was low, and the air

was coming out of various speculative bubbles in an orderly fashion.

Back then, we identified the main risk as follows: “If the prices of bananas continue to soar
along with other food prices and most items in the CPI, then the Fed will have no choice but
to implement Volcker’s solution, ushering in the Volcker 2.0 scenario.”

Last Thursday, two Fed officials opined that it should be full-steam ahead for another 75bps
hike in the federal funds rate at the end of this month followed by one of 50bps-75bps in
September. June’s employment report certainly wouldn’t have changed their minds. Let’s
see if June’s CPI report released on Wednesday will take any steam out of the Fed’s
current tightening monetary course, or add even more steam.

The 2-year US Treasury note yield is a good year-ahead leading indicator of the federal
funds rate, which is currently at 1.63% (Fig. 7). After soaring from 0.73% at the start of the
year to a recent high of 3.45% during June 14, it has been back down bouncing around
3.00% since then.

For now, Fed officials remain on course to tighten monetary policy through September,
even at the risk of an economic squished banana. Needless to say, the word “banana” did
not appear in the FOMC'’s June minutes. Neither did the word “recession,” not even once.
Instead, the minutes noted: “Most participants assessed that the risks to the outlook for
economic growth were skewed to the downside. Downside risks included the possibility that
a further tightening in financial conditions would have a larger negative effect on economic
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activity than anticipated as well as the possibilities that the Russian invasion of Ukraine and
the COVID-related lockdowns in China would have larger-than-expected effects on
economic growth.”

Strategy I: The S&P 500 as a Leading Indicator. The stock market has predicted nine of
the past five recessions. That’s a joke told by master Keynesian of decades ago Paul
Samuelson. As noted above, the S&P 500 is one of the 10 components of the monthly LEI.
It tends to peak ahead of recessions but has provided a few false alarms as well. However,
since 1945, every bear market in the S&P 500 with the exception of the one during 1987
has been associated with a recession (Fig. 8 and Fig. 9).

The question is whether the current bear market might not be a precursor of a recession
after all? The answer is that it might not if the recession turns out to be short and shallow as
we currently expect. It's conceivable that such a recession might not make the grade as an
official recession as determined by the Dating Committee of the National Bureau of
Economic Research. It’s conceivable that the current experience will make the history
books as a growth recession or a mid-cycle slowdown, but not an “official” recession.

Since 1945, bear markets in the S&P 500 started, on average, five months before
recessions started. The range of the lead time has been 12 months before to one month
after the 12 recessions since 1945 (Fig. 10).

Strategy II: The Da Vinci Code. Joe and | remain hopeful that the Da Vinci Code (DVC)
will be right again in calling a major market bottom. The S&P 500 fell to 666 on an intra-day
basis on March 6, 2009. That devilish number marked the bottom in the previous bear
market. On June 16 of this year, the S&P 500 closed at 3666, down 23.6% from its record
high on January 3. That marked the bottom to date in the current bear market. The index is
up 6.3% since then and down 18.7% since its January 3 peak (Fig. 11).

Of course, we are fundamentalists, not DVC symbolists. The S&P GSCI commaodities index
is down 14.8% from its recent peak on June 8 through Friday’s close. Over this same
period, its energy and agricultural commodities subindexes are each down 15.6%. The price
of copper is down 19.8% over this period.

The drop in commaodity prices triggered a significant decline in the 10-year US Treasury
bond yield from this year’s peak of 3.48% on June 14 to 3.09% on Friday.

All these developments signal that inflation might be peaking and therefore that the Fed’s
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monetary policy tightening cycle might be over sooner rather than later. If so, then the
forward P/E of the S&P 500 might have bottomed on June 16 at 15.3. On the other hand, all
these developments might also be signaling a recession, which would be bad news for S&P
500 earnings and could very well push the forward P/E below its June 16 low. Given that a
mild recession (which might not even make the history books) is our base-case scenario,
we think the Da Vinci Code has a shot of having called the bottom.

Strategy lll: Are Earnings Real? The recession question for investors is now focusing on
the Q2-2022 earnings reporting season, which starts this week. The relative weakness of
the economy will be judged by its impact on earnings during Q2 and by the guidance
provided by corporate managements during their upcoming earnings calls. The results will
help investors decide whether industry analysts have been too optimistic, if not totally
delusional, about earnings. Here is our guidance for the earnings reporting season ahead:

(1) Quarterly earnings. Industry analysts lowered their Q2 estimates for S&P 500 earnings
slightly during April when Q1 earnings were being reported, but not by much and haven'’t
changed their estimates since then (Fig. 12). During the June 30 week, they estimated that
earnings rose 4.9% y/y through Q2 (Fig. 13). History suggests that analysts tend to be too
pessimistic just before earnings seasons begin, as the actual results turn out to be better.
We will be monitoring their estimates for Q3 and Q4 to see how Q2’s results and guidance
affect their outlook.

(2) Annual earnings. Industry analysts remain totally oblivious to all the chatter about a
recession, as evidenced by the record highs in both S&P 500 forward revenues and
earnings during the June 30 week (Fig. 14). The forward profit margin remains at its record-
high reading of about 13.3% since the end of last year.

(3) Adjusting for inflation. One of our accounts recently asked us if the strength in forward
revenues and earnings might be attributable mostly or solely to inflation. Data available
through May show that real forward earnings has been rising every month to new records
since May 2021 (Fig. 15). Real S&P 500 forward earnings was up 10.8% y/y through May,
while nominal forward earnings was up 18.4% y/y through the June 30 week (Fig. 16).

During recessions, the growth rates of both nominal and real forward earnings tend to be
negative on a y/y basis. We aren’t there yet, and we might not get there.

Movie. “Staircase” (+ +) (link) is an HBO Max TV mini-series inspired by the truly bizarre
story of Michael Peterson, a crime novelist. He was found guilty of killing his wife Kathleen.
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During the trial, his defense lawyer claimed that she died falling down the back staircase at
their home. The prosecution argued that her head injuries showed that she was hit several
times by her husband after she might have threatened to leave him because she might
have discovered that he was cheating on her. The jury sided with the prosecutors partly
because Michael had had numerous affairs and a history of lying about his past. The
relationships between Michael, Kathleen, and their five children both before and after her
death is an interesting aspect of this crime story, which has lots of twists and turns. Colin
Firth admirably plays Michael playing everyone around him. Toni Collette plays his very
unhappy wife.

Calendars

US: Mon: Williams. Tues: NFIB Small Business Optimism; APl Weekly Crude Oill
Inventories; OPEC Monthly Report; EIA Short-Term Energy Outlook; WASDE Report.
(Bloomberg estimates)

Global: Mon: Italy Retail Sales 8.4% y/y; UK Retail Sales Monitor; Japan PPI
0.5%m/m/8.8%yly; Japan Machine Tool Orders; Australia NAB Business Confidence; China
New Loans & Social Financing; Eurogroup Meetings; Bailey; Nagel. Tues: Eurozone ZEW
Economic Sentiment; Germany ZEW Economic Sentiment -38.0; Australia Consumer
Sentiment; China Trade Balance ¥75.7b; China Exports & Imports 12.0%/3.9% y/y; EU
Economic Forecasts; Nagel; Balz; Bailey; Cunliffe; Mauderer. (Bloomberg estimates)

Strategy Indicators

Global Stock Markets Performance (/ink): The US MSCI index rose 2.1% last week as the
index moved back out of bear market territory again to end the week at 19.7% below its
record high on December 27. The US MSCI ranked 10th of the 48 global stock markets we
follow in a week when 23 countries rose in US dollar terms. The AC World ex-US index rose
0.8% for the week and remained in a bear market at 23.1% below its June 15, 2021 record
high. EM Latin America and EAFE were the best-performing regions last week with gains of
0.9%. EMEA was the biggest underperformer with a decline of 1.1% followed by EM
Eastern Europe (-0.7%), EMU (-0.3), BIC (0.7), and EM Asia (0.8). Jordan was the best-
performing country last week with a gain of 6.9%, followed by New Zealand (5.3), Sweden


https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/MVJlrr72XjKW74569X4kLZcQW824bMN4Mkls-N26s6053q8_QV1-WJV7CgP7sW7_kQ9k53nTTCW4xCn3K1FC9tcW3mYg4d8hJMfXW35BPC32-2r6sW1Yg89r7f7xgtVYm0NK3Yh1GMW8D9WqV3mD2rzW2H7Zv737C6zmW3ckMQx3xdtPGW1skNl13WrS_HW4vJ3nj82Fzm1VJ0hw8943mCjN2CX8pZZ28gSW6dWtFJ1ny_ZjN1kJWFtYghJ4VF2_NL883DhqW6-KP0l4271pTW6XgbRl2JFH6vW4DPw5-1KhrFNW18pqDR47WFdyW5DdQ4-6BCt8yW5MRgQh25QccB3fg-1

(3.5), and Australia (3.4). Among the 31 countries that underperformed the AC World ex-US
MSCI last week, the Argentina’s 5.2% decline was the worst, followed by Turkey (-4.3),
Egypt (-4.1), Sri Lanka (-3.6), and Spain (-2.9). The US MSCI’s ytd ranking rose w/w to
27149, with its 19.2% decline beating the now slightly larger drop in the AC World ex-US (-
19.6). EM Latin America is down 4.1% ytd; it along with BIC (-17.8) and EM Asia (-18.1) are
the only regions outperforming the AC World ex-US. The laggards: EM Eastern Europe (-
84.1), EMEA (-36.5), EMU (-27.2), and EAFE (-20.8). The best country performers so far in
2022: Jordan (29.1), Chile (8.9), Brazil (-1.7), Indonesia (-4.6), and Hong Kong (-4.9). Apart
from Russia, in which investors have lost 100.0% of their investment this year, here are the
worst-performing countries ytd: Sri Lanka (-68.7), Hungary (-44.1), Egypt (-42.8), Austria (-
36.3), Ireland (-36.1), and Poland (-35.5).

S&P 1500/500/400/600 Performance (l/ink): All three of these indexes rose last week, but
MidCap and SmallCap remained in a bear market. In the last 14 weeks, LargeCap has
posted only three gains while MidCap and SmallCap have risen four times. LargeCap’s
latest gain of 1.9% had the index improve to 18.7% below its record high on January 3.
MidCap rose 1.1% to end the week 20.3% below its record high on November 16, while
SmallCap increased 0.5% to finish at 22.0% below its November 8 record high. Thirteen of
the 33 sectors moved higher for the week, not much improved from 11 sectors rising a week
earlier. LargeCap’s dominated last week: LargeCap Communication Services rose 4.9%,
followed by LargeCap Consumer Discretionary (4.6%), LargeCap Tech (4.3), MidCap
Consumer Discretionary (3.7), and SmallCap Tech (3.4). MidCap Utilities (-3.5) was the
biggest underperformer last week, followed by SmallCap Utilities (-3.2), SmallCap Energy (-
3.0), LargeCap Utilities (-2.9), and SmallCap Materials (-2.7). In terms of 2022’s ytd
performance, all three indexes are still down ytd, but nearly identically so: LargeCap is
down 18.2%, slightly ahead of the 18.4% declines for MidCap and SmallCap. Just three of
the 33 sectors are positive so far in 2022, down from five a week earlier. Energy continues
to dominate the top performers: LargeCap Energy (27.9), SmallCap Energy (21.8), MidCap
Energy (15.3), LargeCap Utilities (-2.4), and MidCap Utilities (-3.4). The biggest ytd
laggards: SmallCap Consumer Discretionary (-29.5), LargeCap Consumer Discretionary (-
28.7), LargeCap Communication Services (-26.5), MidCap Consumer Discretionary (-25.8),
SmallCap Real Estate (-25.4), and SmallCap Communication Services (-25.1).

S&P 500 Sectors and Industries Performance (/ink): Five of the 11 S&P 500 sectors rose
last week, but only three outperformed the composite index’s 1.9% gain. That compares to
a 2.2% decline for the S&P 500 a week earlier, when four sectors rose and seven
outperformed the index. Communication Services was the top performer with a gain of
4.9%, followed by Consumer Discretionary (4.6%) and Tech (4.3). The worst performers:


https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/MVJlrr72XjKW74569X4kLZcQW824bMN4Mkls-N26s6053q8_QV1-WJV7CgJK_W6D5jVx12cvFVW8415kX4fl-FvW24W3MP24v9jxW9dtRBV6nVvK4W6Mqdhy8ds6tSW4ZvV-Q7r7S2hW3XZMKB1CR_PgW3bZJLn8FNn7yW3rkjXL60Z5mbW7fXc8-69dqyqW6540f441lLq_W1B7P3G7BFyBCW2gKN211213phW3PKl6P7XHdbHW8thH8c1_5ysYW61bSF87TK-7PW88kRf72pvBtGW86VnYX7Rk8yNW3hNwPQ99lnWMW31vx681lNP1lW7B7XhQ8DZyQnW85grTv38rHt43dnC1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/MVJlrr72XjKW74569X4kLZcQW824bMN4Mkls-N26s6053q8_QV1-WJV7CgY5ZTjv7429cp1KW22pBsb3vn8k_W41SGsp3MySxHW8trDhB5zYVwsW4p6B7L8XMGfJN9d8SWfD6n5_W2Pk_qc1tVzKdW4NmzP43WMFQhW8mV9PP6k679KW6hJ0-V8SvpQQW8R8FQZ16cCJ0W1LCyQX5SjwTXW2Z-jsT3tG78tVPmdXZ1ZLtdJW2_zPLv2ngtmGW8DTsFj4BT08xW7nMf6_5yWmV7W78yJ174K2ZKnW5mGcgY3v-1N7N7wCG0NtDrg0W29L1ft31v7bLW2-syB83hSkDF3cQN1

Utilities (-2.9), Energy (-2.4), Materials (-1.5), Real Estate (-1.0), Consumer Staples (-0.5),
Industrials (-0.2), Financials (0.5), and Health Care (0.8). The S&P 500 is down 18.2% so
far in 2022 with six sectors ahead of the index, but just one in positive territory. The best
performers in 2022 to date: Energy (27.9), Utilities (-2.4), Consumer Staples (-5.9), Health
Care (-7.3), Industrials (-16.9), and Financials (-17.9). The ytd laggards: Consumer
Discretionary (-28.7), Communication Services (-26.5), Tech (-23.9), Real Estate (-20.5),
and Materials (-19.4).

S&P 500 Technical Indicators (/ink): The S&P 500 rose 1.9% last week and improved
relative to its 50-day moving average (50-dma) and its 200-day moving average (200-dma).
The index closed below its 50-dma for a 13th week after four weeks above and closed
below its 200-dma for the 20th time in 22 weeks. It had been above its 200-dma for 81
straight weeks through early February. The S&P 500’s 50-dma moved lower for a 13th
week as the index improved to 1.4% below its falling 50-dma from 4.0% a week earlier and
a 27-month low of 11.1% below its falling 50-dma in mid-June. That compares to a 27-week
high of 4.9% above its rising 50-dma in early November. The index had been mostly trading
above its 50-dma since late April 2020; in June 2020, it was 11.7% above, which was the
highest since its record high of 14.0% in May 2009. That compares to 27.7% below on
March 23, 2020—its lowest reading since it was 29.7% below on Black Monday, October
19, 1987. The price index closed Friday at 10.9% below its falling 200-dma, up from 12.8%
below a week earlier and up from a 26-month low of 17.1% below its falling 200-dma in mid-
June. The latest reading is down sharply from 10.8% above its rising 200-dma in early
November. That compares to 17.0% above in December 2020, which was the highest since
November 2009 and up from the 26.6% below registered during the Great Virus Crisis on
March 23, 2020—the lowest reading since March 2009. At its worst levels of the Great
Financial Crisis, the S&P 500 index was 25.5% below its 50-dma on October 10, 2008 and
39.6% below its 200-dma on November 11, 2008.

S&P 500 Sectors Technical Indicators (/ink): Nine of 11 S&P 500 sectors traded below
their 50-dmas last week, unchanged from a week earlier but an improvement from the two
weeks before that when all 11 sectors were below. Health Care was above for a second
week as Utilities flipped back below and Communication Services moved above for the first
time in 14 weeks. Ten of the 11 sectors had a declining 50-dma, up from all 11 falling in the
prior three weeks as Health Care’s 50-dma turned up for the first time in five weeks.
Looking at the more stable longer-term 200-dmas, two sectors were above for a second
straight week. Energy was above for a fourth week and Utilities for a second. For
perspective, at the depths of the Great Virus Crisis in April 2020, Health Care was the only
sector trading above its 200-dma. Four sectors have a rising 200-dma, up from three a
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week earlier, as Health Care turned up and joined Consumer Staples, Energy, and Ultilities
in that club.

US Economic Indicators

Employment (/ink): Payroll employment in June was stronger than expected, though gains
for the prior two months were weaker than reported. Payroll employment climbed 372,000
(vs 270,000 consensus estimate), while both May (to 384,000 from 390,000) and April
(368,000 from 436,000) employment were revised lower for a net loss of 74,000 over the
two-month period. Private payrolls advanced 381,000 during June, with revisions showing
May’s (336,000 from 333,000) to have been slightly higher and April’s (368,000 from
405,000) considerably lower, for a net loss of 34,000. Total payroll employment has
recovered 21.5 million jobs since bottoming in April 2020, though is still 524,000 below its
pre-pandemic level. Jobs gains in service-providing industries increased 333,000 in June, a
four-month high, averaging monthly increases of 303,750 the past four months—below the
525,000 average gain the first two months of the year. Goods-producing jobs advanced
48,000 in June, slowing steadily from February’s 114,000 increase. Industries posting the
largest gains during June were professional & business services (74,000), leisure &
hospitality (67,000), health care (57,000), transportation & warehousing (36,000),
manufacturing (29,000) information services (25,000), and social assistance (21,000).
Here’s a tally of where industries stand relative to their February 2020 pre-pandemic levels:
professional & business services (+880,000), transportation & warehousing (+759,000),
retail trade (+179,500), information services (+105,000), financial activities (+81,000),
nondurable goods manufacturing (+81,000), construction (+46,000), education (+4,600),
wholesale trade (-18,100), mining & logging (-61,000), durable goods manufacturing (-
69,000), health care (-175,600), and leisure & hospitality (-1.3 million).

Earned Income Proxy (l/ink): Our Earned Income Proxy (EIP), which tracks consumer
incomes and spending closely, recorded its 25th increase in the past 26 months—up 0.6%
in June and 28.8% over the period—to yet another new record high. The EIP has averaged
monthly gains of 0.8% the past 16 months. In June, both average hourly earnings and
aggregate weekly hours increased 0.3%. Over the past 12 months, our EIP was up 9.3%—
with aggregate weekly hours up 4.2% and average hourly earnings up 5.1%—slowing from
February’s 11.0% rate, which was the fastest since mid-2021.

Unemployment (/ink): June’s unemployment rate remained unchanged at 3.6% for the third


https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/MVJlrr72XjKW74569X4kLZcQW824bMN4Mkls-N26s6053q8_QV1-WJV7CgHkwW5Sr8_G7s40psVSZ6Ml5sPQV8W1dw53_342m9mW8YV5qv5L9pldW2vDBZ24QycQRW3MJV3F3wYzwwW8dJKXc46LbyPW1QpLZc3W1_ktW60nclT2Fl3HfW3m9KnK8hT5f4N1tTVJby7bYVW7x6RjN44H3C6W1K66CX9lyFBbN2xL5xDZf33cW8WGDTK2qh912W62BWNX4xwhMzN77KkJzCm8MPW8MCzXJ1h0yj8W2nhW3t5R8p_cW3DJtHY7YNHvfVsm_9k5rwyhfW54KNQd93HFnL2vX1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/MVJlrr72XjKW74569X4kLZcQW824bMN4Mkls-N26s60p3q905V1-WJV7CgR6rW7bShF42sFD9PW2DVvff5wfzq_N50yZT1S2SLmW15kq3q3Nrgw4W3xFgx_5-HQRHW4604X34L_J-BV-kqTD8VfhtRW3w8S9F301w1bW3PVYGr13MZl-N26QMhDpbpjKN3bbcVPFhY2vW725c-S7D_pK7W6yx0m_1pX36-W27SCSk1Hl9BdW4k218n4H7hfgW1z9GkV2xQMP2W961Fr91mFmdsW8Kr2tR1gYpQPW3QFJMC417qznW84s_fs7XPvLwW3pWf1L8jPy6TW91rw1X4jqDkpVpySRZ6sF15wW69Dqjt1J3WRJ3khD1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/MVJlrr72XjKW74569X4kLZcQW824bMN4Mkls-N26s6053q8_QV1-WJV7Cg-qdN5zZsYZ2-r_rW2QgrD56lHjWYW3fdnS37Wm_TvW6BPt8T7Jpy_TW8KFMLr3g3FwQW8X7q6z5MRhDWW4mDXRC7pg5kjW8FXBj62XKx7KW2vSpfd7svmPNW2XxFlV5_8YXKN8ZX6Vtd_nG2W1F-7kh6b9C-mW3Bh84p5lqWl0W1q6qC924Q4jZW7Xl5Dt67BZMzW97F9RB4KcxmBW6h9Bmr6v-HrkVN56r72KM2GJW4St9l-7RksfkTYQYy2gDRmjN7VhwRzlf4QGW4XY07X561H0S3mCK1

month, just shy of its pre-pandemic low of 3.5% during January and February 2020, which
was the lowest since 1969. Meanwhile, the participation rate ticked down from 62.3% to
62.2% in June, down from March’s 62.4%—which was the highest since March 2020; it
averaged 61.7% and 61.8%, respectively, during 2021 and 2020. By race, unemployment
rates In June were mixed, with the rate for African Americans falling for the fifth time this
year (by 0.4ppt in June and 1.3ppts ytd) to 5.8%, the lowest since November 2019—and not
far from its record low of 5.4% recorded during August and September 2019. Meanwhile,
June saw the jobless rate for Asian Americans climb by 0.6ppt to 3.0%, after falling to 2.4%
in May—which was its lowest rate since mid-2019. The unemployment rate for Whites
remains in a flat trend, edging up to 3.3% in June—not far from February 2020’s record low
of 3.0%—while the rate for Hispanics held at 4.3% in June, not far from its record low of
4.0% during September 2019. By education, those with less than a high school degree
climbed to 5.8% in June, after falling from 5.4% to 5.2% in May—up from this February’s
record low of 4.3%. Meanwhile, those with a high school degree (to 3.6% from 3.8%) and a
high school degree with some college (3.1% from 3.4%) fell in June, while the rate for those
with a bachelor’s degree or higher (2.1% from 2.0%) continued to hover near 2.0%.

Wages (l/ink): Average hourly earnings for all workers in June increased for the 17th straight
month, climbing 0.3%—matching the Q2 average and slowing from average monthly gains
of 0.4% and 0.5%, respectively, during Q1 and Q4. The yearly rate of gain slowed for the
third month to 5.1% y/y in June, below the May inflation-rate gains of 8.6% and 6.3% in the
CPI and PCED measures, respectively. June’s slowing follows acceleration to a 22-month
high of 5.6% in March. Private industry wages over the three months through June
increased 4.2% (saar)—below its yearly rate of 5.1% for the fifth successive month. The
three-month rates for both the goods-producing (4.5%, saar & 4.7% yly) and service-
providing (4.0 & 5.2) industries were below their yearly rates, but not by much. Within
goods-producing, the three-month annualized rate through June for durable goods (3.1 &
4.3) manufacturing was slightly lower than its yearly rate, while the three-month rates for
nondurable goods (3.4 & 3.8) manufacturing and natural resources (3.8 & 3.7) nearly
matched their yearly ones, while construction’s (6.3 & 5.6) was above. For service-providing
industries, the same drill shows most three-month rates below yearly rates: transportation &
warehousing (0.7 & 5.3), financial activities (0.7 & 2.4), retail trade (1.1 & 4.4), professional
& business services’ (3.2 & 5.8). wholesale trade (4.1 & 4.5), utilities (4.6 & 6.1), and
education & health services (5.8 & 6.1). Meanwhile, the three-month rates for leisure &
hospitality (10.2 & 9.1), information services (8.8 & 4.4), and other services (3.6 & 2.9) were
above their yearly rates in June—though only information services showed a noticeable

gap.
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Merchandise Trade (/ink): The real merchandise trade deficit held steady at -$116.6 billion
during May after narrowing dramatically from a record high of -$135.5 billion in March to -
$116.4 billion in April. Trade was a major drag on Q1 real GDP, subtracting 3.2ppts—the
latest data suggest it will likely be a considerable positive contributor during Q2. The deficit
during the first two months of Q2 averaged -$116.5 billion, narrowing from Q1’s average
monthly gap of -$122.4 billion. Real exports slipped 1.3% in May after rebounding 4.7%
during the two months through April, while real imports dipped 0.7% in May and 5.8%
during the two months through May. Looking at exports, real exports of consumer nonfood
goods ex autos increased for the third time in four months in May, up 3.3% m/m and 11.5%
over the period, while auto exports were up 7.3% during the three months through May.
Meanwhile, real exports of capital goods ex autos remain on an uptrend, slipping 0.9% in
May, though up 3.0% y/y, while exports of industrial supplies & materials continue to
bounce around record highs, dipping 1.3% in May after a two-month gain of 7.2%. Turning
to real imports, foods, feeds & beverages imports were little changed at April’s record high,
ticking down 0.8% in May, while real auto imports have zoomed during seven of the past
eight months, by 27.7%, to within 1.3% of its record high posted in May 2019. Meanwhile,
real imports of capital goods ex autos remain on a steep uptrend, though have slipped 4.7%
from March’s record high, while imports of nonfood consumer goods ex autos are following
a similar pattern, down 9.4% from their March record high. Real imports of industrial
supplies & materials remain on a volatile uptrend, though are looking toppy recently.

Global Economic Indicators

Germany Industrial Production (/ink): Headline German industrial production, which
includes construction, rose a smaller-than-expected 0.2% in May, though April output was
revised upward to show a 1.3% increase—double the initial estimate of 0.6%. Germany’s
measure excluding construction (which the overall Eurozone uses) barely budged, edging
up 0.1% in May from an upwardly revised 2.0% (from 1.1%) in April. According to the May
report, supply chains continued to be disrupted because of the war in Ukraine and
distortions that persist due to the Covid-19 crisis, such as the closure of ports in China. Ifo
reports that 77% of German firms complained of “bottlenecks and problems in procuring
intermediate products and raw materials in May.” Energy was a big drag on output during
May, plunging 5.8%, with consumer (-0.9%) and intermediate (-0.4) goods output also in the
red. Meanwhile, capital goods production climbed for the second month, by 2.2% in May
and 5.9% over the period—after sinking 9.5% during the two months through March.
Construction output (0.4%) moved slightly higher after a 2.6% shortfall during the two
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months through April. Compared to a year ago, production of consumer durable goods
(+2.4 yly) and nondurable goods (+1.9) production were in the black, while output of capital
goods (-0.2), energy (-0.5), and intermediate goods (-4.1) were in the red.
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