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Don’t Fight the Fed When the Fed Is Fighting Inflation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YRI Monday Webcast. Join Dr. Ed’s live Q&A webinar on Mondays at 11 a.m. EST. You 
will receive an email with the link to the webinar one hour before showtime. Dr. Ed’s 
presentation lasts about 15 minutes with another 15 minutes for Q&A. Replays of the 
Monday webinars are available here. You can view a replay of Dr. Ed’s recent one-hour 
webcast on “Predicting Inflation” here. 
  
Global Economy: Soft or Hard Landing? If a recession is coming, it will be among the 
most widely anticipated downturns in history. Debbie and I don’t expect a recession this 
year or next year, but we acknowledge that the risks of one have increased. After Russia 
invaded Ukraine, we raised our odds of a US recession from 15% to 30%. We concluded 
that inflation would be higher for longer, implying tighter-for-longer monetary policy. A 
related issue is the prospect that supply-chain disruptions will also last longer. In addition, 
inflation is offsetting wage gains and depressing consumer confidence, which could weaken 
consumer spending growth. Our current assessment is that the recession risk applies more 
to 2023 than 2022. 
  
Similarly, we now assess the risk of a recession in Europe as higher than before the 
invasion. We would put the odds at 50% for 2022. That’s because the war is literally closer 
to home in Europe and causing a significant energy shock. And, of course, the supply-chain 
disruptions attributable to the war are even greater for Europe than the US. 
  
China’s economic growth outlook is weakening as a result of the lockdowns the Chinese 
government is imposing in response to Covid-19 flare-ups in various parts of the country, 

 
Check out the accompanying chart collection. 
  
Executive Summary: The war in Ukraine has heightened the odds of higher-for-longer inflation, 
tighter-for-longer monetary policy, and recession in the US and Europe, which we peg at 30% and 
50%, respectively. … The global economy is stagflating, indicators suggest. … Will reining in inflation 
take just a nudge from the Fed or an all-out recession-triggering shove? We hunt for the answer in 
FOMC officials’ recent views and the latest inflation data. … Also: The Bond Vigilantes are back in the 
saddle again. … And: Stock investors are trying not to fight the Fed as it fights inflation—which should 
make for a volatile but upward climb to our 2022 and 2023 targets. ... Movie review: “Against the Ice” 
(+ + +). 

https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VXhkjd3TrswbW1yXQz55nFKCKW2dmkKk4HK8YNN8tN9Ck3q8_QV1-WJV7CgTdQW99tdWp6w4q2gW9c1mSf6vDKnVW5LDhV34ss2fxW1Vn7wn3vxvTqW3rBf9_3ZFjjKW6F3RvT7yQ1vrW3w9k047VP94JW5_tc3k4Z0Z6FW3hq9xZ86lBLmW1v6rQv7RV1PCW86R76x2g0ZnHN1LhqFbCqnYYW6zy1s85qtTWNW65M19s8kwvnbN12LyBLc8NrvW53t1CL7RDVVcW8WY04p2q9cp9W7gclPH90wTkkW8nDv4W8TqQ1XW35DGMj2g33bVW4pq8-h5z0zy5W3pZzNB75fqys3g841
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VXhkjd3TrswbW1yXQz55nFKCKW2dmkKk4HK8YNN8tN9C15nKvJV3Zsc37CgB9gW76fPg21VC-jLW3_73sw3mfd3sN5dsjX9fGg1zW3tGktJ9h_QpHW1_gLbk7Rm5_kW4HdkC02DM38QW5Ltrvb2lCxtmW7SzdTh32PGpkVlL2cK7_J_RYW3f-DYR6hYSCSW3YBNMm90-w2BN11hT6yT-12kW4PS0NT7m-FzRW4h7smp4R7_dvW9h8mQF7rSVpkW49WS3W5nBBxxW8h7vMN2ck456W87h2nL8H4Yd9W9fXv-G86ZSLMW2RN63m3h1JmCW1nrsv14NcLgTW28ZRj-907qg-W2yZ7Hg3rFdgVW8L7MNk81jT6BN476B6xSyqcrW6r3Gc26QBdFJW7B9bn93rBF26W4ShwxV3Yl6VBVfQvGT5yfk02W4cJ4pn1dxHP8W4mSPnJ91ZBSfW3vXLHG817BX_W8WHgbm6qMPcmW1m0mZ967qYNNW3qcVs397xgxxV4grWN32s02T3bBP1
https://www.yardeni.com/pub/cc_20220411.pdf
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particularly Shanghai. The government’s zero-tolerance policy is a disaster because China 
failed to vaccinate the population with an effective vaccine and also prevented the 
development of natural herd immunity with policies that impede the virus’ circulation. Just 
plain stupid. China’s woes are likely to continue to exacerbate global supply-chain 
problems. 
  
Let’s review some of the latest overseas economic developments: 
  
(1) Europe. The volume of Eurozone retail sales remained on its pre-pandemic uptrend 
during February (Fig. 1). The region’s Economic Sentiment Index (ESI) has dropped 8.7 
points over the past five months to 108.5 during March, falling 5.4 points during March 
alone (Fig. 2). This index correlates well with the Eurozone’s y/y real GDP growth rate. The 
ESI for consumers dropped during March to the lowest reading since April 2020 (Fig. 3). 
  
One of the weakest economic indicators in Europe is the 12-month sum of German 
passenger car production (Fig. 4). German automakers’ parts shortages have been 
exacerbated by the war in Ukraine, and they won’t be selling their luxury cars in Russia for a 
while. The February 24 invasion of Ukraine undoubtedly will weigh heavily on upcoming 
European economic indicators. 
  
(2) China and emerging economies. The official Chinese M-PMI and NM-PMI were both 
relatively weak during March, with readings of 49.5 and 48.4, respectively (Fig. 5). The 
comparable Caixan/Market M-PMI and NM-PMI were weaker at 48.1 and 42.0. By the way, 
China’s readings undoubtedly contributed to the March weakness in the M-PMI and NM-
PMI for emerging economies, at 49.2 and 46.2 (Fig. 6). 
  
(3) Global inflation. For the 38 member countries of the OECD and for the G7 countries, the 
headline CPI inflation rates on a y/y basis soared from 1.7% and 1.2% during February of 
last year to 7.7% and 6.3% during February of this year (Fig. 7). Their core CPI inflation 
rates rose to 5.5% and 4.4% during February of this year. Russia’s invasion of Ukraine 
undoubtedly will show up as even higher inflation rates during March. 
  
By the way, the US, the Eurozone, and four other countries report their headline and core 
CPIs along with the CPI components for durable goods, nondurable goods, and services. 
The US rates stand out as the highest across-the-board with the exception of the CPI 
energy component (included in the nondurable goods category) (Fig. 8, Fig. 9, Fig. 10, Fig. 
11, and Fig. 12). 
  

https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VXhkjd3TrswbW1yXQz55nFKCKW2dmkKk4HK8YNN8tN9Ck3q8_QV1-WJV7CgNPhN6nN_XKwjNDQW2MhYjk3w3wKFW7Vfc6Q1SfTm3N67Fvfv83nFXW8L8dyc9fjW6nW30frh08vR5SCW6Cw6Kw21WgLnW6zcmt06z4P31W6JJBKx2_pTsfW1NCDZB7GkPsSW646znd3c6-LHW2kYL2q2TVM8bW3sbJL154lD4pW6K712N98lJPQW4MyG1t6VSgtnW8xl_FY7DttmXW1XZj0l8KMsMPW68Wz0w4zk230W70jWqB5MsY3TW550_CY3V8TSpTLVP699zdjCW5rb4q33R1RTN36Sw1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VXhkjd3TrswbW1yXQz55nFKCKW2dmkKk4HK8YNN8tN9Ck3q8_QV1-WJV7CgSDQW6QBDlh4xnnjGN5BPLx4zkM8JW5Xyp0l85CznwW3FHqcL8863wrW9hJStS36S5BJN675pyxjns-bW8V4BL68t6ZkNV30XzF1D_V0-W1yPf5x34r1qXW1txm_y48BZCWW3pGBPR1pKXYdW4n6hhc9hq5tPW36Sg8n1vckWyW6KmJ4s5wpDyGW7Fn0j87C7hT_VXBQ249bXhbnW58DxyJ3dVqbLW2d_ggT1s5vPXN6SrNt2Vc1HRVjPBPY2f8RM_W7Dppqp2wSwXDN7vZxHrWDPxr3l5Z1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VXhkjd3TrswbW1yXQz55nFKCKW2dmkKk4HK8YNN8tN9Ck3q8_QV1-WJV7CgDsBW3TDPy65mnV9gW8V7KZL7GbrjPN7StVSL8msnCLV1vMgQ0XGW2MPv2d30Sb8qW3yTkMs6_J2XbW2FgGw663YB_sN1mkvpdQ15fxN36Sv0gt085zW1NPhqs8-MC-nW7GwK-w2djFQWW7NJjSW1VsQPCW8wTFpX2zpmKDW57ygH694ly4GV4FkfT7pHDfcW89H1xc4gRfLGW1zzRkB52t555W3VjMgD8zRvyZW17lGR778bdCWW5gpmKz7BPkRYW7jxXxz17HDZ9W3Qy2905fB6MM31yH1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VXhkjd3TrswbW1yXQz55nFKCKW2dmkKk4HK8YNN8tN9Ck3q8_QV1-WJV7CgCczW8Vp4lX4nHl1ZW3hK7Pj8G-dHFW7pNbzm3dl_gxW41VMtH8rgrFMW3ZFN2R1Vlm8MW4bY6QX4DSh3TW7jh2Wz1Vw3v3VLbbxG4pTVtLW32Gs958zmRM9W55Wmsf6W5HHhN3vbPgLLGLl5W919DvH6FDvQ7W3xcDhT5Jm0sSN5YtKw2czpjbW9jHpzQ13_Q9RW4NV9yr9dF6ymW6Gf3HV28smmHW4mXTVS6t3nn4W6S-w_V8YKlpSW5WdW-f2rkPjjW7kpRmm8h9dX2V-qWy72yj-LC39781
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VXhkjd3TrswbW1yXQz55nFKCKW2dmkKk4HK8YNN8tN9Ck3q8_QV1-WJV7CgYXHW1zTNZj53yJVBN7VJ3xzQHpnxM5bb08_wL35W5WccHC4H_Sp8W1C7P-g7cWZX6W5DqggD6RHcpKW1CvSwF4-C5xCW50RBpB8r10ZvM3cgb6C9V0PW6KXDXn8rsPRxW81-RVM2xmhvlVsnbm38B4phFV1dm0h7YfqYVW8h4cqF57XkfYW5VZKNX4F2cqdW1hGwFF1wcSw5W74k_x44XwC_8W8Ld5tf6-jYCdW2h_6_Y5dl_wTW8mFQdh4wx-XHW7trccw6bhJ7CW89_cwp5smy583n511
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VXhkjd3TrswbW1yXQz55nFKCKW2dmkKk4HK8YNN8tN9Ck3q8_QV1-WJV7CgMb7W8v_2lt8xYlLrW97Sr-s3S2-f-W3QCxSC10T3xDW4t5Yqv4_9KHwW8LBhxh5Qw8yyN9hJ835Xg0zRW8DtLKK3CGzcLW2Kz6SH3MPv--W6w2G--2Tv185W2fWv-D1Bt438W42fFHn6wv0zzW5LsYdD4vppKSW3Lt-FV4-KPNvW3s8LJL4kkTP8N5xbPQTkVt7SN5FVW9xXRrmrVVG8JC47NTy9W3Qc1L88FnJfFW4tFg1C5LcnrbW5YZMJH3P4RjpW4KM66T7m71SGW538M5S2-TV323c9F1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VXhkjd3TrswbW1yXQz55nFKCKW2dmkKk4HK8YNN8tN9Ck3q8_QV1-WJV7CgY5lW8413wJ76Tyr_N13jD9QWb9DvW2_K4B14HcsQjW1xhnn-1vDtCTW4L8PLQ2PPQYvW4v5xX5411V5WW1W7qSp362PSbW967sw78fG2y2W908WXN7KT6JMMYM0qzMPTmrW2bFy-X5LRThfW4Bdm2d75k4glW8txHbr9cPXkNW2FjsxQ2QCKMWW1PzhZW2FNGs6N6tjfBlKl0x9W1nG42566S5XHV5R6g_6G99mvW1CZxjk730FK0N3Cv01p6hCSpW2vPMNT1PML2MW7MjMZM4r7jKy39lF1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VXhkjd3TrswbW1yXQz55nFKCKW2dmkKk4HK8YNN8tN9Ck3q8_QV1-WJV7CgCLhN77RwzngBKHhVSh9QQ5BWW_wN6dz1J65Y0rbW6llJZd31zf-yW6_vfnk1fVGQ-V1-k3s5PmmjdN7SmmgSRVB6FW6Rw4Mh7pT76JW39Sb233xztWlW8M3gqH6681jsW94rK9V8q-h_BW5S75Q988LBPsW3l6p2Z97P28zW3ccnXY8mT1hpW8-5vtK1h6mL0W3w-Rkb51SZqhW49dBrB4510b2W6t25M_8ZR7qJVDzd7J6Mr8PXW7LQsfp7w8t-lVcW3m-3v3ch6VgXr1R2vJvwv3gqw1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VXhkjd3TrswbW1yXQz55nFKCKW2dmkKk4HK8YNN8tN9Ck3q8_QV1-WJV7CgJ1nF366FXgtCKWW7cRGQY3scKRTW69j9lW1-nGHRW9kfcRd33rq43W4Pj_v_3DrK1SW7xrThd8nXPp6W7Z1C1m6VgCPbW7xK4FQ78PjmhW9ldqGG2llBkNW7VtPGW69rbQ1W4lrNk71YfxHPW5hsm5J2R5jdDW4kF7kZ98MXCtW2tCl0_6nnFW0N94K8wztY1ywW6NfnKx45XRnlW1T6DCj2kdsgrW8VDhzm37Tms1Vg2nbQ3xzS-0W2KH73h6zMrVLW6N8__g9jdJlYVj_Jd88MdFnq3n8L1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VXhkjd3TrswbW1yXQz55nFKCKW2dmkKk4HK8YNN8tN9Ck3q8_QV1-WJV7CgN8DW6zCrgx4CTZkxW7yKZ_4581C_FW6V3XlS3zlDb5W4TDWLn3Bx8_FW6h17kH8hWp11W6p9Xb16hY983Vkd4s11gFD-pW2s6Qs129Jvp4W4J2lvK1zjQNjN7_lFxct2Km4W17yQl_89-Sq6W6QQXjb1_-ppzW18gzNw4b9_g6W1Tr17Y7-cMyfW1kQPMy226gC4W72w3JZ3W4v3_W4hSCDq4L82SxW2pdndJ85BTvCW8CtxV55vhxllW8J258S8jtc-ZW4c2pdh3JWrPwW2Dtl2M2YRgWD37HG1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VXhkjd3TrswbW1yXQz55nFKCKW2dmkKk4HK8YNN8tN9Ck3q8_QV1-WJV7CgSN7W23PPZd301ZFqW7jgtlV5MsSFnW5mxZW52PCKsgW1y5btS4FhR2ZN36fxYvNCM42N4cQB-RhrTkZW1SYhRV8h321kW5-jD2K8Vx_2MN1Rh26dGQryPW1fZjlY8bF4J5W6SqH061fkxh2VzW0Pj3WKBszW8CPmbX5XDj83MplPHM8ByXGW1nQJfF3kT5m_W4tF__923cSfXW1W6HYh3RMctLW3gS8wy7Ls3TgW3xtjqC2gzv9HVBR0n092MVqkW6DZr8F1WY0BNW6JG5xQ64jvlH2sq1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VXhkjd3TrswbW1yXQz55nFKCKW2dmkKk4HK8YNN8tN9Ck3q8_QV1-WJV7CgSN7W23PPZd301ZFqW7jgtlV5MsSFnW5mxZW52PCKsgW1y5btS4FhR2ZN36fxYvNCM42N4cQB-RhrTkZW1SYhRV8h321kW5-jD2K8Vx_2MN1Rh26dGQryPW1fZjlY8bF4J5W6SqH061fkxh2VzW0Pj3WKBszW8CPmbX5XDj83MplPHM8ByXGW1nQJfF3kT5m_W4tF__923cSfXW1W6HYh3RMctLW3gS8wy7Ls3TgW3xtjqC2gzv9HVBR0n092MVqkW6DZr8F1WY0BNW6JG5xQ64jvlH2sq1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VXhkjd3TrswbW1yXQz55nFKCKW2dmkKk4HK8YNN8tN9Ck3q8_QV1-WJV7CgRk3W5Xwz5K1Yt9DPW92rklK7b8ZhgW92grBP1skW0pW2K22gm89dFkcN4NDflvC5Xl6W4dSn0g60gJ6KW7Gdr3g48vfv_VC11yq5H-lHmMD-3JfFK-QMN90z15hvPg_NN25m015fnH1SW42xNn04-DFmRW11Z6vH3909nTW95Jvs_7C9Y73W4mqCPx5lKj2kW8b-Ndp5WXp4-W88m2h61S090cN59DLVDQQhQLW2K8HkK81YpqPW5vJM6k1bRK80W3RlZPX9ffSYKMTQQ5qJz1Vy34b91
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The biggest outlier is the US CPI inflation rate for durable goods at 18.7% during February. 
The other countries had mid- to low-single-digit readings. We think that the three rounds of 
“helicopter money” from the US Treasury during 2020 and 2021 explain the divergence. 
Agreeing with our assessment is a March 28 article by four economists at the Federal 
Reserve Bank of San Francisco titled “Why Is U.S. Inflation Higher than in Other 
Countries?” They conclude that “these dynamics … may have contributed to about 3 
percentage points of the rise in U.S. inflation through the end of 2021.” 
  
(4) Global stagflation. Based on all the above, the conclusion is that the global economy is 
experiencing a stagflationary episode similar in many ways to the inflationary slow-growth 
environment of the 1970s. The question is: How long will it last? That depends on whether 
inflation will come down mostly on its own with some help from tighter central bank 
monetary policies—resulting in a global soft landing—or whether it will come down only if 
central bankers force it to, causing a global recession. That would entail a hard landing. 
  
Inflation: Can the Fed Bring It Down Without a Recession? To answer the question 
posed above, let’s focus on the Fed. If the Fed can engineer a soft landing, then that would 
increase the odds of a soft landing for the global economy. Consider the following: 
  
(1) They are all hawks now. Fed officials turned increasingly hawkish last week. As a result, 
the markets now are expecting a series of 50bps hikes in the federal funds rate rather than 
increments of 25bps. That would get the rate up sooner to the median 2.80% projected by 
the FOMC’s participants in their March 16 Summary of Economic Projections (SEP). That 
would be above the 2.40% rate that the committee deems to be the “longer-run” neutral 
rate. 
  
(2) Inflation should moderate. The headline PCED inflation rate was 6.4% during February 
(Fig. 13). We forecast it will peak between 6.0%-7.0% by mid-year before falling to 4.0%-
5.0% during H2-2022. Next year, we expect it will be down to 3.0%-4.0%. That would still 
leave it above the federal funds rate, which might be between 2.75% and 3.00% by mid-
2023 given the SEP projections and the FOMC’s more hawkish stance. 
  
(3) Doves in hawks’ clothing. Melissa and I expect that the Fed’s doves, who have 
converted to hawks recently, will be increasingly dovish again once inflation shows 
convincing signs of abating. They are likely to resist tightening to the point of causing a 
recession. Indeed, if inflation does moderate to 3.0%-4.0%, the doves are likely to argue 
that’s a tolerable range. We wouldn’t be surprised to hear some call for raising the Fed’s 
inflation target from 2.0% to 3.0%. 

https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VXhkjd3TrswbW1yXQz55nFKCKW2dmkKk4HK8YNN8tN9CX3q90pV1-WJV7CgJNmW5NpXyw3P5zVfW308spP3gsthPW4h-t62452tPvW4hwl-l4HWQWrVHbV0p3TFKZBW5D9Q979f8Yk_W6RrNNK3xRt5qW2JtvVQ4KVGCjW38jTG-2B9Kb3N97qyjjcP98WW6mJ7hY6VK9rMW663hm65-PBDrN3c6mBKYxrzXW54pTRN6TYFcXW948b1F1G4Xv0W1fLw2f3qQmg1W4hT2v_2Lmw4vW4-Z1fQ8sb_QwW1vm5fz8XmFvxW4hpZkH4R9xfvW627x198Z4h58W6R3jmc1SC34tN47sH8T7sNxYW195HYb6BQpNwW2Vgb652HrgWfVn0Zmg2mlwpY3mZ01
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VXhkjd3TrswbW1yXQz55nFKCKW2dmkKk4HK8YNN8tN9CX3q90pV1-WJV7CgWxgW13sSWT4cwwBzN1gSC_kcNmcWW5rjtvQ44_WH9W93dcGV1VXnvhN5PgM-9vY2f4W5J9y8C3Ywqm9VPYKmH4-2gZ2VRsgyJ6G9br2VRVHJ94WLyNxW8zvH5G7qq0TNW5K30Ys5Rw1zlW59zdnZ7rlyy8W9lm4S57pzxr2W8BK2vd7n3skgW1jfzZS5dFhXYN4J5Q-51RbVJW4bqRjv20Ym8pW1S_24y3l7Dy3W95m6MJ6cFCXtW48DHT14sQ3DWW8rXnbf42nlYGW5VFs5V3zldFHW99-nz41Mt3_hW4pdjQr5dDq7vW25H-h_4c5w4VW8FngJp7VsH1Q3byW1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VXhkjd3TrswbW1yXQz55nFKCKW2dmkKk4HK8YNN8tN9Ck3q8_QV1-WJV7CgT-nW3yR3QV7BQm4bN1_6RC1-wkZrW5f8gTw5g_21NW1LGHBX91nnt3W8M452_1qZkptW6HyQ_s93C-ftW7rWwqY6ynP-8W6xK_nz4hC_Z_W89H18m6bFKFvW3M84tZ6hKXJ8W2_RFnY51xc-PW5ljZsd4rKWfmW6NGHlV1nrrp9W5rxsmY8wTLjrW94t13l3065M7W1RhZvv4xxyv0W73YNj460SvqQW3YlDKJ7_W6xCW78c6y_7dqLT9W6q4xJr91FW-4N8tY4xR78R8mN3-SQqLMlL4N3jQd1
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(4) Sure way to bring down inflation. Of course, inflation could be even more persistent and 
higher for longer than our forecast anticipates. In that case, the odds of a recession would 
increase along with the odds of a tighter-for-longer monetary policy. As we’ve previously 
shown, the history of the CPI inflation rate since the early 1920s shows that recessions 
always bring it down (Fig. 14). 
  
(5) Used car prices probably peaking. Debbie and I are counting on a significant easing of 
durable goods inflation to moderate the overall inflation rate. But that downward pressure 
should be partly offset by higher rent inflation. We may be starting to see a top in used car 
inflation. The Manheim Index, reflecting wholesale prices of used cars, rose 24.7% y/y 
during March, down from 46.6% at the end of last year (Fig. 15). 
  
(6) Consumers still in good shape. Tighter monetary policy with rising interest rates, along 
with the satisfaction of lots of pent-up demand, should weigh on demand for consumer 
durables. So should a slowdown in home sales now that mortgage rates have spiked. The 
recession risk largely depends on the impact of tighter credit conditions on consumer 
spending on housing and housing-related goods. 
  
It’s hard to worry about consumer spending given that consumer credit jumped $41.8 billion 
during February, a record high (Fig. 16). Revolving credit rose $18.0 billion during February. 
Nonrevolving credit, typically auto and student loans, rose $23.8 billion. The increase was 
primarily due to the unusual timing of student loan borrowing this year. In addition, the 
41.2% and 12.4% y/y increases in used and new autos are forcing consumers to borrow 
more to purchase them. 
  
In addition, personal saving over the past 24 months through February totaled a record $2.6 
trillion (Fig. 17)! Oh, and initial unemployment claims fell to 166,000 during the week of April 
2, the lowest since November 1968 (Fig. 18). 
  
(7) No recession in 2-year yield minus FFR spread. What about the narrowing yield spread 
between the 10-year and 2-year Treasuries? During the Q&A session following his March 
21 speech, Fed Chair Jerome Powell countered that the yield spread between the 18-month 
forward 3-month Treasury and the current 3-month Treasury actually has steepened, 
signaling economic growth. Powell’s response reflects a recent FEDS Notes titled “(Don’t 
Fear) The Yield Curve, Reprise.” 
  
Powell’s yield spread closely tracks the one between the 2-year Treasury note and the 
federal funds rate (FFR). The 2-year yield tends to do a good job of predicting where the 

https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VXhkjd3TrswbW1yXQz55nFKCKW2dmkKk4HK8YNN8tN9Ck3q8_QV1-WJV7CgYF5N4Wkx_Nbk1JNW7MzRlb6sgp7KN4J3nx3__s_yW8WZKW66K3nMJVQKW3M798mq6V39b9B8CWk4wW8gbhDj5VFGz-W7vc6JW2N5fHKN8P1NTTJQb6BW5brP2K7hpc0KW2QLJ3Q4dV5WpN8791V6mPfzYW4Fx3q47K7KV-W2lhz_Y6GsVF3W1MkD0R1KMdNYW6vqx7F3lF3xfW4gqChW75n3-HVrj6xY66ZhnFW1S-sNn2blSTWW4bv2zr6_r0GWW8Dbqpl443b4vN4C0t61DGlSK3n3k1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VXhkjd3TrswbW1yXQz55nFKCKW2dmkKk4HK8YNN8tN9Ck3q8_QV1-WJV7CgJ3TW1LrDZD650l0mW56lzM827GTk4W7VTNfZ2VVyptW7TzYfq3FglSzN8qhgYmRrpSsW8Pdztd42-cTlW8G4qnj82vY6JW1hSQJ875vN1sW5R3KL72ZsBK_W8d8-SN8m6pw7VNjW2s2Y7MCsW43qkgR60r10WW98dJgp2B28BtW7HsjCm2yL1GLW3v1clx3GsdgjW7mxmkp4S9kqRVh545R3681g1Vjfw1S3ddTv3W8MCXz87HjmcYW8FT0Z952RcXyW4LYCMX6yQ32qN3-JMtPH8c4336FH1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VXhkjd3TrswbW1yXQz55nFKCKW2dmkKk4HK8YNN8tN9Ck3q8_QV1-WJV7CgS4kN2C1YJNQBdK8W7qGnFl4SZ6-FW7wJnP585ZwjHW8v0wN561k9bhW568xD755_thjVJK14v3nc5CNW28czpP4x5CcGW6JV4G31hPpl4W8btLXN5wW81KW8bMRkk5rv3FqW1v20QD33rt-HW7P_RtW4vB-kNW4CthQG4MGPg7W2jl-Q61YLjbqW5-yctV4hQRzRW6rmHQV1lClS_W1FDpc95LQVNxW4CfRRc6FNc5-W69xFmT5420MKW5VWCGS4hZtTGVVFjg_53bJ2PW2PJzWp88PmDL32nQ1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VXhkjd3TrswbW1yXQz55nFKCKW2dmkKk4HK8YNN8tN9Ck3q8_QV1-WJV7CgXckW3B6Fzd29rnpFW6Lpj2t5Z9-QyW6hM6Wd41g028V2GYkJ65HRzxW1n-ps67KRx-KW6sNk5r8MyGh0W2-BvjN58Ph85W116wpB7sJBHsW6y2fgf3CVykJW80VHYM1MznsjW8VpH9G55vtH5V8PndH3LgsPyW2ymBpC3b93WrN8yxg7D6tGnNW91gSXc6V9ZZfW4Xcnft2_J7vqW2J2tKk4sjz_nW2sMZpN5nFKrvW1Lf6mT2rG4X9W37QX-b6qxQqwW97dnll6XCpYmVBh0SX7rMLv133nk1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VXhkjd3TrswbW1yXQz55nFKCKW2dmkKk4HK8YNN8tN9Ck3q8_QV1-WJV7Cg-xHN8XB-Glqhj8lW6C-BmY4_xMvmN5zJxxNfhHwGW7dpBTl8HwM2kN2l4_Dsp94GbW93W5wY1vR8xzW4PfTPp1b--fkN7j-D7d4-S1MW4Wf21h48cFVrW8f9x484BwD4xW6mPsMh1yvXVpVC0skV1lLFt0W4dLzd07bj8kvN6ZbZp63sYkHW7Kx6vV3_3JvzW92fx9D283MbsVZdBY61_NQFCW2RVBxD63m4ytW3f8PfD4KTS3VW3Cb81w5bPktJW29gVbR6x5RwTW3l918L4BFrhF3bFn1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VXhkjd3TrswbW1yXQz55nFKCKW2dmkKk4HK8YNN8tN9CX3q90pV1-WJV7CgC-KN5XPBC8FQwv8W10gdB43sNjF_W7XDb0K8twVznW916rkR7_FsP8W2qDFFL1dP5YgW63m0_g59D78xW69tL9J73S3JTVStwBd8-nxXMW4FWsP82X9t4lW4c_0p18PdMjvW5KHYNn9gKZCsVqWkFp2mg99XW38Fw6L5PtZ9QW8lXxx-834CPhVzZtbT6pMGrcW16W3CS9gYm4ZW3dYNc17s6VfGW7pQGnQ5yV28cW8bfq0_6s02fbW5RT1RY8ywdtGW3Mz2qg4MCRqTN29-cvrklmgvW3Lyns_4Yvy6DW4D6FjC8QYYgNW3NX05y2h9XrkW7dx-fQ6H9BtL3bKT1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VXhkjd3TrswbW1yXQz55nFKCKW2dmkKk4HK8YNN8tN9C1cjm0fV9V4KD7CgSSHW2d60cv1lj7sCW8WfhZL50RtlgW6d5bPS4MTKh2W3_GlZ567R8NzN4lB08pSnxcKW80gSJm8W9_m9N6pzZMgpmxYnW5jz1bR5mSTqHW6r8NGt6JY2H4W5ksYT318pbS5W7TjJ3Y12BXrBW6VJZfS7XpmTnVr72qr1BLncmW8p_bK76xNgyWW55VFJr6l_TKYW6s3FkW8J4fJbN649gzr7rzjPW5FXJ5_1y7BbwW59s3yK8TXgsJVrb1hl1bMYqJW9bkX565C2NlKW1sMw-T2-P-7JW8rdGDm53BT8xW8RSPqT26jYGJW5QkKls6k2nHSN3-pVJX-vDP1W1lqFVZ7K6cNcW5pBm3T3mBc50N1Q0dg8fb4bwW8F6jhW7ZGZ1CW8RgW4W2JtBxbW38LR6s3WxDmqW4LPCVZ3P6P-GW3bttLm3FMF3lW5RCBws7QMs-hW3RxjCQ6ghsCSW7G3B9d3tSm6tW4pTqHc6DBn4fW505qpv1qzVvYW6Z437_959pcdW4PYjLn1M0fmGTFN8j6fHkClW1YDT6K4bdgd_W16wKck2NzFbsW6VYXkN7lGlx1W5kv0644kR5H1N73js4v9Y5T_N7Bg1l2_vg0lVbywPw4Yf1jnW5_6gJT23J-6rW4zjmg51VZ54NVKG45R5FsBQXW1DdHbN5ngKQ5W2YJ-Bt3vQPJWW93Mysm4_P_y_W86cqvP7Y1WrDMkczK5P__CKW7jggtr8lrynQW5jJPMp7czrxtW7gwQzc64X17MW8PrGK06cnqJcW8j3tT165Cm7sW3FYzXT126s5kW7Yhk5Y3w2btDW7LyvY13CQ257W4NYYrq93sMSNVD5cyr1q934yW6pl22Y2W8JdRVgDXxN5CkCYHVny78N2tMm3VW4jq5dT24tg5rW5YyJWT8wqSvHW1YXSB22Hm1l6W6XF0vR2fww74W3tmK3V95xPNHVHRtNG3zLgtDW2jC5CJ88-3JCN8rr96yzjYzXVgjnL-1KJQQ-W4Yl9FK2bwhjdW995ZB83zkqxZW36Kj634Ng06LW1jWvMP3-RgkQVZ-BtN1nFy-T36k81
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FFR will be a year from now (Fig. 19). It's currently predicting that the FFR will rise from 
0.50% now to 2.50% by early April 2023. Like other yield-curve spreads, this one tends to 
invert about a year before recessions (Fig. 20). It tends to widen before recessions are over 
and to continue doing so during economic recoveries and expansions. 
  
There's certainly no recession signal in this spread currently. When the 2-year yield starts 
showing signs of peaking, that could augur the end of the current monetary tightening cycle 
and signal an increasing risk of a recession. It wouldn't rule out a soft landing, which 
occurred once in the mid-1980s and twice during the 1990s following inversions of this 
spread. The odds of a soft landing or a recession seem to be higher once the FFR peaks 
(perhaps a year from now) than currently. 
  
Bonds: The Vigilantes Are Back. There are two songs titled “Back in the Saddle.” One 
was the signature song of American cowboy entertainer Gene Autry, released in 1939. The 
other was released by American heavy metal band Aerosmith in 1976. Last year, the Bond 
Vigilantes were singing Autry’s soothing song. So far, this year, they’ve turned into the Wild 
Bunch singing the Aerosmith song. 
  
What happened? And how much wilder will they be? Consider the following: 
  
(1) Delayed reaction to inflation. The CPI inflation rate rose from 2.6% y/y during March 
2021 to 7.9% during February of this year. Over the same period, the 10-year US Treasury 
yield rose from 1.5% to 2.0% (Fig. 21). The bond yield was way behind the inflation curve 
over those 12 months. It was also well below the copper/gold price ratio, which implied that 
the yield should have been closer to 2.50% (Fig. 22). Since February of this year, the bond 
yield has caught up with the ratio but remains well behind the inflation curve. 
  
(2) The Fed terminates QE4ever. With the benefit of hindsight, it’s clear that the Fed’s 
QE4ever purchases of $120 billion per month in the bond market contributed to keeping a 
lid on the bond yield last year. The program was terminated in March. The Minutes of the 
March 15-16 FOMC meeting were released last week on Wednesday, April 6. They 
suggested that the Fed’s balance sheet will be reduced by $95 billion per month starting in 
May. No wonder the bond yield finally rose to 2.50% last week! Next stop is likely to be 
3.00%. If and when it gets there, we will assess the likelihood of the yield moving toward 
3.50%-4.00%. Currently, that seems possible, but not likely. 
  
(3) The end of the secular bull market? We may be seeing the end of the secular bull 
market in bonds. A decisive jump in the yield above 3.00% would certainly break the 

https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VXhkjd3TrswbW1yXQz55nFKCKW2dmkKk4HK8YNN8tN9Ck3q8_QV1-WJV7CgBK2W7HB_rB2jgFtsW2-xKFv4y8HpYVHbk0h5v90K0W7DbYj46DmfQZW3xBKn92TjQZvW4QjWLd1r1WtMVBgXcG3kgl9TW55FVr82D2S_LW8Q7Ntz1Zc1VjV1xptL3BW1XdW5H20Pd5DNHBwN5qn_cQhm4VVW13xp3v4mwlldW4zXcdw93thHkW4vq8wB8S_qB8W2p1sPK4NDRQqW5rnTtD90RSMCW1R-Hk62kyqHDN4q156lNpF1_W65GxfM3wh6psW3KdMD_7X9MJqVxcCD76wPHSf3lf61
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VXhkjd3TrswbW1yXQz55nFKCKW2dmkKk4HK8YNN8tN9Ck3q8_QV1-WJV7CgRVzW7zPsZK1ZlTZ7W46_Fh56Dy1_hW6VTTtW8s1JdtN5mpXR7pTvTrW6r1Sz58sqM9pW66BMSd5b0WrxW8Txznz81BW2cVw8j9m8zq9cyW1pmT0p6vMs5rW6MsD-r268m_FW7dpggS115pDVW9fbGM477d2_SW4Yr9GV5WTW8VW2c1_6-8Y7vHKW4RMp_V62BNphW4J18xm4RFtxDW2SsXFm5gHNTsN5C2_Z6kcXk0W741-KW1HYFwVW36Gn6F3PYQxcW5LtV3T61y6V3W6M74QQ7JQqr23jyk1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VXhkjd3TrswbW1yXQz55nFKCKW2dmkKk4HK8YNN8tN9Ck3q8_QV1-WJV7CgJSBW7JCMQB5smgrnW5rtkLw32MfgDW15KMKk1W0d3tVv48HL46DcRpW3x_fzG4sVK4HW2nT5dr7QsWR1N1CvwyVLVd87W81knkc70sM41W8bNz5f2V2KkQW7gtXTd5CHK7NW8B0nxf8bVg4ZW6QMk206t1MSmW1yMlJQ4Tc1mRW17nrtw4hx17JN1L8dWK_GlfbN4TXc615LQDYW680C868sWzfVW7BhzKY5LTwFcW2nQ2-Z2CpctTW27dwcW12d0mtW5ZZYPw2klMz0W8Rks0V5ZMJLd33Gb1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VXhkjd3TrswbW1yXQz55nFKCKW2dmkKk4HK8YNN8tN9Ck3q8_QV1-WJV7CgFzLW5tVw4X2vmtBQW3FT2tG5GhRwZW5kRQCn1YrxKVW38_9KG2F8xBQW5BWK6t6cnpKQV_Ym1Q96Q_RTW3PFbjG2l79mWW1LCRPF3932c_W5wbZXv7dYlQ2W3_PxwK70VBdXW4m2M8g68YkcwW5CXJPR4PlKSgVDJzV337HTgsM6WDgXjsKKLW91SlJk976yfXW2wPrl82MJJ01W3NHXJ51QlNl2W8qMVNR3xvktMW6SdKnk5StCmrW73C-qL2BS6frW5ycT_j26QFVSW3zhSjX7g1GYG31mh1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VXhkjd3TrswbW1yXQz55nFKCKW2dmkKk4HK8YNN8tN9CX3q90pV1-WJV7CgGZzN1J1g5VP9YtDW6gFW2q7-dmZQW274HkJ7pBPMcN5hkhb3HwZhYW6WW0mH4cPtHxW43nfqW6gY3FXW8NFs9x8RyFv9MtN_VXnL5NgW75kdHp19TF3_W5xR_Qb5FkGmyW4p1W6y3FryP9W5TY8QQ9ddQmwV-c5Ml6tvc3bW15_nDs44p1T_W1h247y2g8ZFgN9fTWGc-GdB7W2_qqyV7454M2W2n01tT2KsDQdW5xpFKN4cVTpbW7y6xDS1f5xCjW73sWVJ8KNlpDW3h0xTx6R5zkfW2Qcfyl8DzFp0W3j1yp67r37-XW1D1dGm5ljJn5W74G0Lf5zKYZX3kQ01
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downtrend line in the yield chart since the mid-1980s (Fig. 23). More likely, in our opinion, is 
that the bond yield will base between 2.00% and 3.00% for the next several years. 
  
(4) Compounding the deficit problem. Among the most unsettling issues in the financial 
markets is the impact of rising interest rates on the federal deficit. Net interest paid by the 
federal government totaled $382 billion over the 12 months through February (Fig. 24). That 
implies that the government paid an average interest rate of 1.6% on the $23.8 trillion in 
publicly held Treasuries during February. Here are the net interest costs at higher average 
interest rates: 2.0% ($476 billion), 3.0% ($713 billion), 4.0% ($951 billion), and 5.0% 
($1,189 billion). 
  
Equities: Getting Defensive Again. The S&P 500 dropped 13.0% from its record high on 
January 3 through March 8. It rebounded 11.1% through March 29. Since then, it has lost 
3.0% through Friday’s close as stock investors turned more defensive on the increasingly 
hawkish squawks coming from Fed officials. Particularly unnerving was to hear Fed 
Governor Lael Brainard, the most dovish member of the Fed’s Board of Governors, say on 
April 5: “It is of paramount importance to get inflation down. Accordingly, the Committee will 
continue tightening monetary policy methodically through a series of interest rate increases 
and by starting to reduce the balance sheet at a rapid pace as soon as our May meeting.” 
  
Legendary investor Martin Zweig famously wrote “Don’t fight the Fed.” Today, the mantra 
for many investors is “Don’t fight the Fed when it is fighting inflation.” We agree with that, 
but it’s not as bearish as it sounds. We think it means that the S&P 500 will remain in a 
volatile range, say 4200-5000, this year. We expect a higher range of 4800-5700 next year. 
Offsetting the Fed’s hawkishness are lots of excess liquidity accumulated over the past two 
years; corporate earnings getting a boost from inflation; valuation multiples staying relatively 
high, mostly for the MegaCap-8 (eight stocks with among the largest capitalizations in the 
S&P 500); and global investors viewing the US as a safe haven in an unsafe world. 
  
The forward earnings of the S&P 500 remains on a sharp uptrend in record-high territory 
(Fig. 25). The forward P/E of the S&P 500 remained relatively high at 19.3 as of Friday’s 
close (Fig. 26). The forward P/E of S&P 500 Growth was 23.9, while that of S&P 500 Value 
was 16.5. The valuation multiple of the MegaCap-8 was 28.5; excluding the MegaCap-8, 
the S&P 500 forward P/E was 17.8. 
  
Finally, we asked our friend Joe Feshbach for his observations on the financial markets 
from a technical perspective. He writes that the uptrends in both bond market yields and the 
US dollar are starting to show signs of overextension. The stock market remains in a mini-

https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VXhkjd3TrswbW1yXQz55nFKCKW2dmkKk4HK8YNN8tN9Ck3q8_QV1-WJV7CgMBtN6VJ_qGj60VLW5KgDhd5QrGd8W2QwjG27CqzDJW14ddK722nVpTW535XXW8knkYcW9hzmTF5ybVLDW6Y_4sc1ddy1SW73cn0C7pq-QSW60N6kz51ZfWgW6-XXXK5_4B0WW1ph-7Y79rY4lW6ZRK938rwyW4W1XCy1539gxKPW5xylDc26w1BQW72Y2LH7J7x8FW5H1Tsw6wNjzPVthtgY4k7ljYW60xm5V4Yr7fVW2QY0ZB3_Ww59W78vRfM7QDSFLW7hsCz73_jw_WW7TdqlB7-hC1Y3dkl1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VXhkjd3TrswbW1yXQz55nFKCKW2dmkKk4HK8YNN8tN9Ck3q8_QV1-WJV7CgVT0W8K7VqF8s4kSXW3rnsTz607N-sW3jk1vj40sNS0N3x-b2LN85M0W7bxb9C8p_0TMW1MGZzq1SPPtjW2S_h7S2SQZC1W55XZLS8_xW9sW3SVR4C2VLr2RW7wZQSl2GhJkXW4bcqMh5gPNX2W6VV2722s-Qq8W8Ky7zp28syCjW7rD4BG1h5GW0W5Sl2q38QRQ8NW8DTsgF6VR5X7W51KQF61mzV43W1s_L8D6pBHY_W34kfby2HtvvYW9691V892WtzCW9gmFS25wPtG8W6_31Ff5njw-G3qts1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VXhkjd3TrswbW1yXQz55nFKCKW2dmkKk4HK8YNN8tN9CX3q90pV1-WJV7CgL2-W8m88Q-6z0XMBW3dW3Xl5s4pQ5W7RBDjg6Rxq5vW8T8f0612qn2kW2bykSt2L533xN1vbqlk3MvpjW6L4Xsd7L_7NnVVGyMn4TDDrKW6bsXJF2K539qVX2BMx3G7xGqW165RJW9bJWDzW90Br7y4CR8XjW3RDzl22mxsKsW66-Hwf7MVKZMW8PcFJB6Pz100VnS6RH5s-MxRW9gVCbT5kPFjxW4Hrwq3131bQRN1v34LXynpZ3W3ZBW0S50rStFW411vW7257hkBW8sJ1TW4hXZfhW4-7RBh5rm8MYW3glzkw1z2ND9W2nzrl22DmbwkW5HQRXG8k3qcT37_N1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VXhkjd3TrswbW1yXQz55nFKCKW2dmkKk4HK8YNN8tN9Ck3q8_QV1-WJV7CgF7MW5TzQCR4hFT9pW5W5Xcl5bPR88W8TZy7y4JZbmNW1Hyfyp5tBxKqW59TkjF16syV7W9fYm-R5F0bZGVtNQ0b4V0YJrW3fCYhx1pfkhBW82N8xZ741N4nW6SBsqP2kzTyGN3tyR_0Lx29DW95fFvW8HHyfdN71XdX-fpngXW7mmx8D5z-n4QW6hVzJ26XVwn7W8p11rR8v1_Y8VMLXDV20M0YRW55BVl_5f8t8rW6qj4Zw6WSBNkW5_R9791rF9mTN3q9Btj-KyZyW5F14754VwbGb3fn-1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VXhkjd3TrswbW1yXQz55nFKCKW2dmkKk4HK8YNN8tN9Ck3q8_QV1-WJV7CgRMmW6WkzWL2hmSLtN8B8ps28CRWsW1GRQq_3056cMW4S9sPJ4ktNqNW2cKtm17LRVCyW5q3-Ny5jyxzfN4NdQHB9GHMRW645kb-3K8xMQW54BJPf24hJkyW5wRqLb3SqK37N3hTCVYFsHD8W2wrSts3Fvym4W6T1T9r6CbYqGW1XVb0c2NjQ_rW4qYnDC3b4nMMW75MdWg5hwbKfW6-VyZd654PdPW8DGDZQ60pbv_N63v-z2xjrWVW6ZD1z88BGCpyW6ddF4-24RhkZW5Gr3WC2gbSrY3j411
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downtrend within a wider trading range that began 10 days ago with very low put/call ratios. 
Oil prices continue the process of forming a top. 
  
Movie. “Against the Ice” (+ + +) (link) is a docudrama about a remarkable pair of Danish 
explorers who were sent by the Danish government in 1909 to prove that Greenland was 
only one island owned by Denmark, to settle a territorial dispute with America, which had 
claimed rights to what it thought was a second island. One critic described the film as “a 
good-looking but glacial trudge through a snowbound true story.” For me, much more 
interesting than the story itself was seeing the courage and survival skills necessary for the 
explorers to accept the challenge. 

 

Calendars 
  
US: Mon: Bowman; Evans. Tues: Headline & Core CPI 1.2%m/m/8.5%y/y & 
0.5%m/m/6.6%y/y; NFIB Small Business Optimism Index; OPEC Monthly Report; Federal 
Budget Balance -$49.5b; Brainard. (Bloomberg estimates) 
  
Global: Mon: UK GDP; UK Headline & Manufacturing Industrial Production 
0.3%m/m/2.1%y/y & 0.3%m/m/3.0%y/y; UK NIESR Monthly GDP Tracker; UK Trade 
Balance –£20.0b; Japan PPI 0.9%m/m/9.3%y/y; Kuroda. Tues: Eurozone Economic 
Sentiment; Germany CPI 2.5%m/m/7.3%y/y; Germany ZEW Economic Sentiment -48.0; UK 
Average Earnings Including & Excluding Bonus 5.4%/4.0%; UK Employment Change 
3m/3m & Unemployment Rate 58k/3.9%; China New Loans & Total Social Financing; China 
M2; China Trade Balance ¥22.4b; Japan Core Machinery Orders -1.5%m/m/14.5%y/y; 
Japan M2 3.6%y/y; RBA Interest Rate Decision 1.25%. (Bloomberg estimates) 

 

Strategy Indicators 
  
Global Stock Markets Performance (link): The US MSCI index posted its first drop in four 
weeks, falling 1.5% last week to 7.2% below its record high on December 27. The index 
ranked 26th of the 48 global stock markets we follow in a week when 13 of the 48 countries 
rose in US dollar terms and the AC World ex-US index dropped 1.5% to 11.6% below its 
June 15, 2021 record high. Australia and Canada were the only countries to trade within 1% 
of their record highs in dollar terms during the week. EMEA was the best-performing region 

      
 

      
 

https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VXhkjd3TrswbW1yXQz55nFKCKW2dmkKk4HK8YNN8tN9Ck3q8_QV1-WJV7CgJQFN5M3dFxhK7D6V-7PZP48MgXgW56VHRz4lBjkWV9H73x14RNfkW7MqFH_4mVNn4W1RY6Y-59V1Z-N2QMb3XwmKmhW7D9rVJ8r_1gwW6VMc6l3hDGtvW3GyQXL62FhK3W8S4cNN90GG-bW2p3nfk5C26NhW5_KDb185WdwzW6LTTzx7_Vg1pW3rt-MM2mkdxVW4L6R2z6YLv8SVnq565916sVwN8Mdw1vcGvkDW4ng6n45_T84sW5YMNMH1MV-TyW8TF3Rh513229W8KdZ2g5_SlZq3ktd1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VXhkjd3TrswbW1yXQz55nFKCKW2dmkKk4HK8YNN8tN9Ck3q8_QV1-WJV7CgDDzW8f3Z2_8w2kb_W1R3jMl517_r4W8fhydW12lgQYW99Swfn1vZLBmW5L3Vky2rZwXDW5S_Lvx49GZxxVQC5PG4By2H1N5cdKQw-8vDCW6MTwz_5jc7Q7W2xh5T64z6NTjW4DwDpG7MfnCNW33RLbX6rMnR7W3TClvB39Qj6bN8PySmjxGpPkW7JK_VT4XHgNSW6m9H0X2DsXYWN5Qh3G88RJNMW1MBLpD4lGYtHW7lllS_9c-cWpW4phHBC23QPZdM_DtvPhvhbnW7Bm2WD87MGnM3h7m1
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last week with a gain of 1.3%, followed by BRIC (-1.1%) and EAFE (-1.5). EM Eastern 
Europe was the biggest underperformer with a decline of 5.5%, followed by EM Latin 
America (-3.8), EMU (-2.8), and EM Asia (-1.6). Turkey was the best-performing country last 
week, rising 5.1%, followed by Jordan (3.8), Norway (2.0), and Portugal (1.6). Among the 23 
countries that underperformed the AC World ex-US MSCI last week, Sri Lanka tumbled 
16.0%, followed by Hungary (-11.5), Peru (-9.4), Poland (-5.2), and Austria (-5.0). The US 
MSCI’s ytd ranking dropped to 28/49 from 26/49 a week earlier, though its 6.6% decline is 
less than the 7.6% drop for the AC World ex-US. EM Latin America has risen 23.5% ytd and 
is the only region outperforming the AC World ex-US. The laggards: EM Eastern Europe (-
79.5), EMEA (-23.0), EMU (-14.2), BRIC (-13.5), EM Asia (-10.1), and EAFE (-8.4). The 
best country performers so far in 2022: Brazil (32.8), Colombia (31.9), Chile (25.3), Peru 
(22.6), and Argentina (21.2). Apart from Russia, in which investors have lost 100.0%, here 
are the worst-performing countries ytd: Sri Lanka (-61.6), Hungary (-28.9), Egypt (-25.5), 
Ireland (-24.3), and Austria (-23.7). 

S&P 1500/500/400/600 Performance (link): All three of these indexes fell last week and 
both MidCap, and SmallCap dropped back into a correction. LargeCap was the smallest 
decliner with a drop of 1.3%, ahead of MidCap (-3.4%) and SmallCap (-4.4). LargeCap is 
now 6.4% below its record high on January 3. MidCap ended the week 10.1% below its 
record high on November 16, and SmallCap fell to 13.2% below its November 8 record 
high. Just seven of the 33 sectors rose last week, down from 18 rising a week earlier. 
LargeCap Health Care was the best performer for the week with a gain of 3.4%, followed by 
LargeCap Energy (3.2%), LargeCap Consumer Staples (2.7), LargeCap Utilities (1.9), and 
SmallCap Energy (0.9). SmallCap Tech was the biggest underperformer last week with a 
decline of 7.1%, followed by SmallCap Industrials (-5.9), SmallCap Financials (-5.8), 
MidCap Tech (-5.6), and SmallCap Real Estate (-5.6). In terms of 2022’s ytd performance, 
all three indexes are down ytd. LargeCap is down 5.8% ytd, less than the declines for 
MidCap (-7.9) and SmallCap (-9.2). Eight of the 33 sectors are positive so far in 2022, 
unchanged from a week earlier. Energy continues to dominate the top performers: 
SmallCap Energy (49.4), LargeCap Energy (43.3), MidCap Energy (38.9), LargeCap 
Utilities (7.5), and MidCap Materials (6.1). The biggest ytd laggards: SmallCap Consumer 
Discretionary (-19.8), MidCap Consumer Discretionary (-17.5), SmallCap Tech (-16.4), 
MidCap Tech (-13.9), and LargeCap Communication Services (-13.7). 

S&P 500 Sectors and Industries Performance (link): Five of the 11 S&P 500 sectors rose 
last week and seven outperformed the composite index’s 1.3% decline. That compares to a 
0.1% rise for the S&P 500 a week earlier, when six sectors rose and six outperformed the 
index. Health Care was the top performer with a gain of 3.4%, ahead of Energy (3.2%), 

https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VXhkjd3TrswbW1yXQz55nFKCKW2dmkKk4HK8YNN8tN9Ck3q8_QV1-WJV7CgGPdW6l7vNJ8mf3ryW747qry3my2RsW2-LDnc43F2jcW8Km3-p3385zvW2T237Z2fGXGPN29WmqFz774FW1N4qkq2Hplk4N5Qfn0NB496xW3VHGV34jxZf0W5Jv8kc2394m9W1P68FB77TPWGW2nWWk338N6K9W8vH0Px82dbJLW4MHjhT8BJ8RjW7y1HQV2FNjZBW5Nx8gx1jDKFGW1yXn5q5JwQM3W8vRsD58ynQPNW646QX56b272hW3NTgf-7gS43dW4LGSMs11PkgyW1G9myq9kldGW3nn31
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VXhkjd3TrswbW1yXQz55nFKCKW2dmkKk4HK8YNN8tN9Ck3q8_QV1-WJV7CgBQtW6T2BB07tC0YJW53dHRM7wHks2W4-2Wzq87X_cLW7c18P34YP6X0W8Y54vT54xWnVW67rknp46wkRtVZYwHx6BsD27W1khZQp4FQBMSN4M3-fF_cSVYW38xssS8FCdGKN1Dy3cFD25DFW43SfDh8yfSj8W3W_PL114rHXHW7x3bVw1xQxC5W4M-6SZ5FvVFQN8jlJlwCvsL7W7fn0b-7v7HZ9W13t8R99cdgW2W7jXlBr2cdfGVVTR8X_27Rb-vW4jCfwv930k0BW6-hVd03xwLQb3pQb1
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Consumer Staples (2.7), Utilities (1.9), Real Estate (0.8), Materials (-0.8), and Financials (-
1.0). The worst performers: Tech (-4.0), Consumer Discretionary (-3.3), Communication 
Services (-2.7), and Industrials (-2.6). The S&P 500 is down 5.8% so far in 2022, with four 
sectors in positive territory and seven ahead of the index. That compares to just two sectors 
positive ytd a week earlier. The best performers in 2022 to date: Energy (43.3), Utilities 
(7.5), Consumer Staples (2.3), Health Care (1.3), Materials (-2.5), Financials (-3.1), and 
Real Estate (-4.3). The ytd laggards: Communication Services (-13.7), Tech (-12.4), 
Consumer Discretionary (-12.0), and Industrials (-5.9). 

S&P 500 Technical Indicators (link): The S&P 500 fell 1.3% last week and weakened 
relative to its 50-day moving average (50-dma) and 200-day moving average (200-dma) for 
the sixth time in nine weeks. The index closed above its 50-dma for a fourth week after 
being below for nine weeks, but closed below its 200-dma for the seventh time in nine 
weeks. It had been above its 200-dma for 81 straight weeks through early February. The 
S&P 500’s 50-dma moved higher for a second week after dropping for 11 weeks, but the 
index fell to 1.4% above its 50-dma from 3.0% above a week earlier. That’s up from a 23-
month low of 7.5% below its 50-dma in late February and compares to a 27-week high of 
4.9% in early November. The index had been mostly trading above its 50-dma since late 
April 2020; in June 2020, it was 11.7% above, which was the highest since its record high of 
14.0% in May 2009. That compares to 27.7% below on March 23, 2020—its lowest reading 
since it was 29.7% below on Black Monday, October 19, 1987. The price index fell to 0.3% 
below its rising 200-dma from 1.1% above its rising 200-dma a week earlier. That’s up from 
a 23-month low of 6.8% below its falling 200-dma on March 14 and is down sharply from 
10.8% above its rising 200-dma in early November. That also compares to 17.0% above in 
December 2020, which was the highest since November 2009 and up from the 26.6% 
below registered during the Great Virus Crisis on March 23, 2020—the lowest reading since 
March 2009. At its worst levels of the Great Financial Crisis, the S&P 500 index was 25.5% 
below its 50-dma on October 10, 2008 and 39.6% below its 200-dma on November 11, 
2008. 

S&P 500 Sectors Technical Indicators (link): Seven of the 11 S&P 500 sectors traded 
above their 50-dmas last week, down from 10 a week earlier. Joining Financials in that club 
were Communication Services, Industrials, and Tech. During late February, Energy had 
been the only sector above its 50-dma. Seven sectors have a rising 50-dma, down from 10 
a week earlier. Financials, Industrials, and Tech joined Communication Services as the only 
sectors in the falling 50-dma club. Looking at the more stable longer-term 200-dmas, six 
sectors are above now, down from seven a week earlier. Tech dropped below in the latest 
week, joining Communication Services, Consumer Discretionary, Financials, and Industrials 

https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VXhkjd3TrswbW1yXQz55nFKCKW2dmkKk4HK8YNN8tN9Ck3q8_QV1-WJV7CgHMjW1PCQ7t7bHmn9W8sVgz23-M1YMW4CGhL_7d1v9wW1qY1N-2pSWXfN5G8r9j4f82ZN6XZBV0pz2XRW6Tn2yb2CNx_QW4KBLkb4h-BBSMH4wVcxlh5SW5-0kLQ3GbZDRN5PMYGtH3YDzW355Wxh9grDlMW7V-GZk6kR6SKW8v3RG173YlwnW7F8smW3zHmcbW41GB5z11Wjc7W4FR2N08N8tHBW2Qjpy19cDjT1W7lM4073T2835W4bvjMV2y2hRpW1vxJcQ3Jk082W4_0QSY2WSMbw31yC1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VXhkjd3TrswbW1yXQz55nFKCKW2dmkKk4HK8YNN8tN9Ck3q8_QV1-WJV7CgJvQW53GHTd92qKbRW16Tl4Y62ntf7W4p8bm-3CGjyTN5Pt6l-pYM6yW1nzmBW9kkV-kW8bBq8B4hZZCdW72g3xs2QPcqLW1dh1w241zHBDW6Mv9882H_cSmVS7XkM8nQGmhV4bXQv3JV_yHW2jd44b3B5-r4W47_pFw10zlPcW5rDQhg8V_P5TW6GP5zR25vVF6W7T-rFP6zS4n1W1pc7Xg2R9p79W8GlDpJ19XfG7W8-w6rB2qN6v7N2PkK8X68RmMW5wxkCL8JDp74W5wSc0S1GbThz3p2g1
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in that club. For perspective, at the depths of the Great Virus Crisis in April 2020, Health 
Care was the only sector trading above its 200-dma. Eight sectors have a rising 200-dma, 
down from nine a week earlier, as Consumer Discretionary turned down in the latest week 
and joined Communication Services and Industrials in the declining 200-dma club. 

 

Global Economic Indicators 
  
Eurozone Retail Sales (link): Eurozone retail sales in February fell short of expectations, 
climbing 0.3% (half the 0.6% expected gain) to within 1.8% of last June’s record high. Sales 
of automotive fuel (3.2%) posted the largest increase, likely price-related, while nonfood 
products ex fuel advanced 0.8%; sales of food, drinks & tobacco slipped 0.5%. Data are 
available for three of the Eurozone’s four largest economies: Spain recorded the strongest 
gain, climbing 1.2% in February, after falling 6.1% during the two months ending January, 
while German sales posted its first gain in three months, edging up 0.3%. Meanwhile, sales 
in France contracted 0.6% in February after advancing 2.8% during the six months through 
January to a new record high. Overall sales increased 5.0% y/y in February, slowing from 
8.4% in January, as the yearly rate of non-food products slowed from 16.1% to 9.3% y/y. 
Sales of automotive fuels (12.0% y/y) continued to expand at a double-digit rate, while sales 
of foods, drink & tobacco (-2.0) was slightly below a year ago. Sales in Germany were up a 
still impressive 7.2% y/y—though slower than January’s 10.4%, while sales in France (4.4) 
and France (1.6) were in the low single digits.   

Germany Industrial Production (link): Germany’s headline industrial production measure, 
which includes construction, extended its winning streak to five months in February, 
increasing 0.2% m/m and 5.1% over the period—though February’s rate was roughly a 
quarter of the average 0.9% monthly increase the prior four months. Excluding construction, 
output was up 0.4 and 5.4% over the comparable periods. The measures including and 
excluding construction were 3.8% and 4.8% below their pre-pandemic levels. The Economy 
Ministry warns that the production gap caused by shortages is unlikely to be closed anytime 
soon due to the uncertainty caused by the war. Three of the four main industrial groupings 
increased in February, though only consumer nondurable goods output is showing signs of 
life, climbing 4.9% in February and 7.8% ytd to its highest level since September 2018. 
Output of intermediate goods advanced for the fifth month, by a total of 3.3%, moving to the 
top of its recent flat trend, while production of consumer durable goods continued it up-and-
down pattern—fluctuating in a volatile flat trend below recent highs. Capital goods 
production contracted 2.0% following a two-month gain of 3.1%. Meanwhile, German 

      
 

https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VXhkjd3TrswbW1yXQz55nFKCKW2dmkKk4HK8YNN8tN9Ck3q8_QV1-WJV7Cg-h2W5vYq-G76cB8gW7DrbyL8yHC9NW8H3XS44-rDNqW69CKvd8splXxW2LT7-c8nHRrpW2Vd5W077LSdMW25GKlw9k71kpW2BtBrg8Y0w-MN2v-6sG_8Z74W6mgrmP79YXZ8N8W7KbyGf_jqVDfznt2nn57HW2CC7358V5VTWW5jy3_Z2kQb0bMkL87rgn-7vW4xMwbN8fXfTXW131kD31xFCm7W2sjTpf5Zz0NrW8kP9cB2hxLwNW7FkPcB3ZhgPNW3TBjwj6_3jc4W7PSLCV7FhTPg3k1k1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VXhkjd3TrswbW1yXQz55nFKCKW2dmkKk4HK8YNN8tN9Ck3q8_QV1-WJV7CgJ0PW1dVSjx3K0WSGW4fCkCd5xDhdkW728YtM8lfdNhW4dgWss1Ctq-nW7j7f_78v_MrxW3l_T436Dhv9wW2MT-hh27RFg_W73-ksY96Q2vMW6VYx6g7ylHjZW63Nd3Q4NrCNYW7TjS4j5Jg22KW1ctv0W5qlx3DN92FVrBxrY0cN7nQWv5Cm3-nW3vlJTs66gCDgW8lKz0f2kFytPW6-lhs44QJJCMW3WGNQm86kkK-W8J6Gf75PqXGkW6NyW314wwQR7W5GYP9k8JxbJ7W1--mrt1CKfWS3hyx1
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business confidence collapsed 7.7 points in March to 90.8—with the manufacturing 
expectations component plummeting a record 40.5 points to -29.5.  
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