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The Fed: We Are All Hawks Now. Yesterday’s release of the March FOMC minutes 
indicated that the committee “generally agreed” to reducing the Fed’s balance sheet by $95 
billion per month. A maximum of $60 billion in Treasuries and $35 billion in mortgage-
backed securities would be allowed to roll off, phased in over three months and probably 
starting in May. The minutes also suggested potential rate hikes of 50bps at upcoming 
meetings. In other words, the March meeting was much more hawkish than the previous 
meeting during January. 
  
That wasn’t a surprise after Tuesday’s hawkish speech by Fed Governor Lael Brainard, who 
in the past has tended to side with the FOMC’s doves. She squawked like a hawk: “It is of 
paramount importance to get inflation down. Accordingly, the Committee will continue 
tightening monetary policy methodically through a series of interest rate increases and by 
starting to reduce the balance sheet at a rapid pace as soon as our May meeting.” Here are 
a few more key points from her speech: 
  
(1) She expressed the following hawkish view on running off the Fed’s balance sheet: 
“Given that the recovery has been considerably stronger and faster than in the previous 
cycle, I expect the balance sheet to shrink considerably more rapidly than in the previous 
recovery, with significantly larger caps and a much shorter period to phase in the maximum 
caps compared with 2017–19.” 
  
(2) She added: “Currently, inflation is much too high and is subject to upside risks. The 
Committee is prepared to take stronger action if indicators of inflation and inflation 
expectations indicate that such action is warranted.” Spoken like a true hawk. The next 

 
Check out the accompanying chart collection. 
  
Executive Summary: The newly released minutes of the FOMC’s March meeting suggest that even 
the Committee’s long-time doves now are hawks. So expect upcoming rate hikes of 50bps, not 25bps. 
The Fed aims to tamp down inflation without igniting a recession; investors are skeptical, but we 
expect inflation will moderate later this year, bringing the doves back. … Also: Can China achieve its 
heady economic growth goals amid a Covid resurgence, strict lockdown policies, and all the economic 
disruptions caused by both? We doubt it. … And: A look at the odds arrayed against EU countries 
trying to wean themselves off Russian oil and gas. 

https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VVKcfs4JXfwtW5PShpL7Gq_9TW5tZZwQ4Hzp5_N5wYXRX3q90pV1-WJV7Cg-wmN8MzsS5J2vqbVQnXBB6972NxW420WnM8q3W6LW2Wt3qT6kgJkGVcDh1j8PrqTLW3bLtD33nrP3kW4hF7Pd4YCtqFW29Gmg06LdhchN5snbjKpN5BjW74ymFb2LSYtLW7QySW046rxMvN4C13kbSPQSDW2KRGNw1bSK39W4sVzJR31VB6XW1z0g4S721cS6W5dSWQG8DfvvzW41zwMm1L24LYW8L5k6_3FJW9DN2cDbChFtQDpW2dD-kl18sRbYW3YkvmM2_1-NPW47s2vR52B11yW9f5nxv9dmWk_W8_XDbz8vpZfXW8br2XL8GHKwsW49Hvhq14dyDZ3gL51
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VVKcfs4JXfwtW5PShpL7Gq_9TW5tZZwQ4Hzp5_N5wYXRX3q90pV1-WJV7CgM_GW7hSblk5_sLmCW4Vq5Mf3flf2qW2_4vcK7Dw26FW7TH28B8fp7zJVh-mRT1YG5FQW1tRysX3k6VvzW4j4tZf8hJnXcW8b4CYK5_DQ9mN62BB2yjRFp5W4yL9vR2ShsFGW3tL1-H3xz05mVxl3Vh4-HYWfW92y4Hs4kDY_CW1zrYrS30DD-dW6nW2p175wYbzW4P0TSy6CD9X4W6nBnt218KGbyW7l2frD2llqhRW1jDZ5q1y_JnZW7FQSth4mz3hkN2dYd0lc16Y8W3Z_x5h8VldXFW5XC8Bc4BFQl6W1P55K14jYVWpW5ygt4p8bn3zbN3dtKX1sN9tG3nBY1
https://www.yardeni.com/pub/cc_20220407.pdf
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major inflation indicator will be the March CPI released on April 12. It will undoubtedly 
warrant a 50bps hike in the federal funds rate at the early May FOMC meeting and more 
rate hikes after that. 
  
(3) She concluded: “We are committed to bringing inflation back down to its 2 percent 
target, recognizing that stable low inflation is vital to maintaining a strong economy and a 
labor market that works for everyone.” 
  
(4) Brainard did mention that she expects that durable goods inflation should moderate. 
Melissa and I agree with that. She hopes that “the services sector is able to absorb higher 
demand without generating undue inflationary pressure.” The problem we see is that rent 
inflation has nowhere to go but higher over the next 12-24 months. 
  
(5) So we doubt that the Fed can get inflation back down to a 2.0% y/y rate without causing 
a recession. Fed officials seem to think that if they raise the federal funds rate to the 
“neutral” rate of say 2.50%—or a bit higher for a while, say to 3.00%—they will be able to 
engineer a soft landing for the economy and bring inflation back down to 2.0%. 
  
We wish them luck, seriously. We are still in the soft-landing camp. We expect that inflation 
will peak around 6.0%-7.0% by mid-year and moderate to 3.0%-4.0% next year, i.e., above 
the Fed’s target. 
  
We expect to hear doves cooing again later this year, counselling their hawkish colleagues 
to restrain themselves lest a recession is triggered. Nevertheless, we are on the alert for a 
recession, just in case. 
  
China: Growth Challenged. The Chinese Communist Party’s 5.5% GDP growth target for 
China this year looks like a stretch. Despite the country’s Zero Covid policy, the disease has 
been plaguing Hong Kong since December, and a recent outbreak in Shanghai has its 25 
million residents locked down. About “193 million people are currently subject to full or 
partial lockdowns in 23 cities across China. The 23 cities account for 13.6% of the 
population and 22% of GDP,” according to Nomura research cited in an April 5 Reuters 
article. 
  
The latest economic data for China has been disappointing. China’s Caixin Manufacturing 
PMI, China’s official M-PMI, slipped below the breakeven point of 50.0, to 49.5 in March, 
indicating that manufacturing activity is contracting. New orders for March were 48.8, and 
employment was 48.6 (Fig. 1). The S&P Global Manufacturing PMI fell to 48.1 in March 

https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VVKcfs4JXfwtW5PShpL7Gq_9TW5tZZwQ4Hzp5_N5wYXSw3q90_V1-WJV7CgQmvVBCt_11dJ1VYW7k3F3k1TFzgsW9lLN7f8K9bh0W3T34sC4QNWS_W3QDNRL33DxKsW8PsSPb1SS09SW9j_Vbx9fDYYNW3ZS0mY6LXD-wW1cFr3j890q9MVDn4Yg6jLBC6W4B6vQN7_hqdlV29rG61mVXH4W32px_S1W9MkvN3rxQGRkt8XSW79jRT18jlDFmW2zrJ597hnfjTW6dBjn482BwDQW93bk1c8486VDV_Vs9d26MHKWW6JgHbq6MmPkBVvFGKX1BltwkW2zWS0B2PdVSpW1W9Mjk3ywZcVW6T5hX39bYt-qW660Rg12_3tl6N7LcW-8jPFqxV7pvjC7ZhNHSW38CTgq2YGQl1W3trfhJ5sp0rzW1MdWL845Q_Dg37r61
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VVKcfs4JXfwtW5PShpL7Gq_9TW5tZZwQ4Hzp5_N5wYXRk3q8_QV1-WJV7CgQgWW1PPzwT6sTFHkW54GhPL50MJNZW8Mx4_P7HrPnpW8yjYT96cLJ29W4WTMdL7_QZRxW66Bx5p3Z2tr0W97j6HG76CwxxW56-qYc7XcRtBW2XBPmD6glTXQN1JLZy0V2fhJW7SnLRF71nPDmN6Qx1vVs4zmHW2qDV8P3vptZKN6Gd0j-5TY7dW85fxPj7t3c4dW8zQ-9T5Q4V17W3pmStr7PqNfpW7hRL6J5xryMhW4gMQWh2tF5snW4_cpwC9f2V9cW6b06h_51HJX5W7xV83T7WMM9836JN1


 

3 
 

from 50.4 in February (Fig. 2). Meanwhile, the Caixin/S&P Global NM-PMI sank to 42.0 in 
March, the weakest reading since the height of the pandemic, from 50.2 in February (Fig. 
3). 
  
Unlike the Fed, the People’s Bank of China has been easing—reducing reserve 
requirements, most recently by 50bps in December (Fig. 4). The China MSCI stock price 
index has bounced 26.8% from its five-year low on March 15 but remains 42% off its record 
high on February 17, 2021 (Fig. 5). The index’s forward P/E has been nearly halved to 10.6 
from 18.3 in mid-February (Fig. 6). That might look cheap compared to the forward P/Es of 
the past 25 years, but analysts’ expectations for earnings growth of 16.6% this year and 
14.9% in 2023 seem optimistic given all the challenges business leaders are facing (Fig. 7). 
If those earnings forecasts decrease as the year progresses, the P/E will rise, all else being 
equal. 
  
Let’s take a look at Covid’s impact on China as well as the country’s “common prosperity” 
plans and its role in the Ukraine war: 
  
(1) Covid in Shanghai. Covid has returned to China despite the country’s Zero Covid policy, 
which involves lockdowns, quarantines, and contact tracing. There have been 73,000 cases 
in Shanghai since March 1, including 13,354 just on Tuesday, an April 5 South China 
Morning Post (SCMP) article reported. While most cases are asymptomatic, all who test 
positive are sent to quarantine sites. That includes very young children, who have been 
separated from parents who test negative. A number of nursing homes have Covid-infected 
patients and healthcare workers, which is a potential problem because barely half of 
China’s elderly population has had two or more vaccine doses, an April 1 the WSJ article 
reported. 
  
The city, which has been under lockdown since April 1, started the three-day process of 
testing all Shanghai residents on Monday. The goal is to bring the new cases down to zero 
by April 15. 
  
Lockdowns are impacting all manner of businesses there. Shanghai Disney has been 
closed since late March. Tesla’s Gigafactory was shut for several days. And the nation’s 
travel industry is being hit hard, as Shanghai is a major travel destination. Companies in 
Shanghai that continue to operate, like the Shanghai Port, are housing their employees on 
the premises. 
  
Covid again is affecting transportation and supply chains, with many warehouses in the 

https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VVKcfs4JXfwtW5PShpL7Gq_9TW5tZZwQ4Hzp5_N5wYXRk3q8_QV1-WJV7CgG2MW2Z2qVW4BYqkvW4xh37s8_MLXwW8cYhhL3sLDyQW5lV9pw6qjDb8W4T8nyL1mRYJzW5RLLFD4FgD8qW7H_khj6QvCrpW5ZVBvz9hBgY4W1TtJRm8T_T5CW21Hy6F78Fr5_N17ypcjchlYKW2-XJ7Q4gL8NjW1SG6TP2hDRWYW8GYhqv2FKBXLN6dkKpCkJCJbW5b9Zjs1z333QW3FLG1f5Js38fW6QDdFx1w2PnpW8ZfLCR4B_-YWW5rZB4Z2d3QRKW6sPrFw7zl798N537SvhZ55hl3gJQ1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VVKcfs4JXfwtW5PShpL7Gq_9TW5tZZwQ4Hzp5_N5wYXRk3q8_QV1-WJV7CgMgfW1YWQYz7q7JqqW8FDbm33sQNPMW7PQ9yK39H2tvVNZ8d52hMJx2W6qxvsq8kxxx8W4NyXYw56X2bJW1VXzf_5J59cHW4l5kLX8TTL9PW8_V8Tc48SSX-W37HvvY8czdbwW40nMtX2LNZCKW3fFLYC6Kg1_NV6tYSH8w9rM4N5VYXVD83w06W814GQQ3_9LkfVWCS8q1Jd6CWW4YDrkR65TsZsVzW87F6DgGvmW5bSGrP2N-KZPVj4WJG6QHvmyW3K6sk72YryD-W7rgcR84DBHRD3mzd1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VVKcfs4JXfwtW5PShpL7Gq_9TW5tZZwQ4Hzp5_N5wYXRk3q8_QV1-WJV7CgMgfW1YWQYz7q7JqqW8FDbm33sQNPMW7PQ9yK39H2tvVNZ8d52hMJx2W6qxvsq8kxxx8W4NyXYw56X2bJW1VXzf_5J59cHW4l5kLX8TTL9PW8_V8Tc48SSX-W37HvvY8czdbwW40nMtX2LNZCKW3fFLYC6Kg1_NV6tYSH8w9rM4N5VYXVD83w06W814GQQ3_9LkfVWCS8q1Jd6CWW4YDrkR65TsZsVzW87F6DgGvmW5bSGrP2N-KZPVj4WJG6QHvmyW3K6sk72YryD-W7rgcR84DBHRD3mzd1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VVKcfs4JXfwtW5PShpL7Gq_9TW5tZZwQ4Hzp5_N5wYXRk3q8_QV1-WJV7CgZjTW69y4bM6NXJFvW4w_x8-7jMPnmV-J4_V3Vx75RMxFpcFdZ9J7W5rCPyj76_jBtW5vjbl37M-H-gW6sbgH12fZS4CW6H1PF72z0Xg6W70bV7J7DcR46W1qNZCj3Bqc-WN6P3Vrl4753FW8Xl3xs6P0-2WW4X43Z014WQ7_N7bp7hfqpt-HW5q5ddx1GvP3QMQNksRtFDKHW2cMZ8F4DhkKxW5Cs6Y43xyftXW82m-4-49sxQzW17BCXC53_hhyW772vjf4wQ9D2N1hJGjqmKHjf2cs1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VVKcfs4JXfwtW5PShpL7Gq_9TW5tZZwQ4Hzp5_N5wYXRk3q8_QV1-WJV7CgPYQVSf2468BzrMxW17xRFg5nwxvJW3XxrnD3cd_ZXW46dvdg9l9FHFW4H1DLG3KgrLGN63VSFL162GMW6l0LZF3WK1Y3W4DPQyJ8JrBRtW782vRm2qGwK_W6CSkjR61SBzsW6TSFLY31HjLGW79zvB23Ln8v6W6WTdy-4bbLHSW7mzFWw1pw178V4KbJg2sBjkxW7273lR8lJwtzW7c5Z2l86X0V1N6MD11rqDxfHN7tZ-dBQzY_zN2qmfSCTdfmsW82Hs_X3LsKhkW2J-75n4HkcX03q6V1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VVKcfs4JXfwtW5PShpL7Gq_9TW5tZZwQ4Hzp5_N5wYXRk3q8_QV1-WJV7CgQq4W4b-3sK7SpJmfW1nHqK970CHzpW5t43rw24h6YvW5PHMHD6-VjrKW11FwPd9bsbKMW71vPwR6V0rZgW35tdxm49lDRzW74szQb4d26dsW7klt4n3WNB5YV9Zwpg6sC4m-W7KJw8N64xpMCW3S6cc44yrT-DW5_0Nb43yyDdrW4R4blq4BMCgJW6xslrw8w-rCmW8VWdnX3GxkHVW4tJY2P7SV9YfW3W2qP11ZbjBSW7fS9XS2NqchSW2s8SY37p7hFvW1rTTCV17FsgNW2ZMtkP9jpBXp331Z1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VVKcfs4JXfwtW5PShpL7Gq_9TW5tZZwQ4Hzp5_N5wYXRk3q8_QV1-WJV7CgZWdW2CYggn26188NN2DKXxST4JlTW2r0Gnd2lxDQPW1wBxZF8VjtrwVhsDLQ1tQQyhW1wfVzh3_-76_W7KH7644DSZX-W1h_P6l7zfYvgW1plFcN8B-84NW4ttQB33R-6csW241D9415q_SjW5466DK4LX8vmW292SnZ8-_RzLW8wY1jj1SFC_PV8pCKY3NJqVLW8p6Dcl4rf5YfW4FrYPM6rcWxXVdMvW819fD0TW8lpg8K7NJJB1W3WkW0k8X7pByW7qgrhK7x2M_pW1HNb618mPwg333GP1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VVKcfs4JXfwtW5PShpL7Gq_9TW5tZZwQ4Hzp5_N5wYXQr5nKv5V3Zsc37CgHXjN6GH4TmWynG2W1tg0qR82JwWPW4LSf5669t6sGW4ZGCV92t_DklVGXwQ05yyd0pW8XVzSJ2sBkjmW8fxq8Z959v-TW4XRt4z6MW83kN4r6WqxzWhkvW1L2L9h47fl2QVbSGmB3RtPrdW64lYSf1tYJpMVRpH-T82xctxV4Gxgk8w6V5rW6_8TrB5qMbMGW20jlWH7jn5Z3W6C7psK4NC3BJW1DzMw95sFg0pW2BJQHY62mjJ-W1Lb6yw2y_YDYN4TwSqgf-88GN7t0ggths0RBW8Zxvk68J05fCW7S_h2t84y154W2PZXJ66199DgW18t_ww61nP2XW7JmsFr4FBPkxW71RTpX1dKC_nW6kYFfv8VlgV4W5fHz2J8RFlWTW7Mdb9t45pZZNN4p9HH2V6LTH31tY1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VVKcfs4JXfwtW5PShpL7Gq_9TW5tZZwQ4Hzp5_N5wYXSw3q90_V1-WJV7CgVCFW58dlq05LnzYrW7lRrst5BkCDYW4xhfVF6jFd_8W3KrDfR5XfLJrW90_FtR5zz6cYMZRHt66QkMdW2ttJr41qHsjbW1DlN-S2WRmDVW5vDKZ32rR_pDN8h6rTqlv3B3W8ksWmb4nqZs2W4pwgNp1ckrvCN7Qg8SSpkw9DW2KTBGC4-mtVRW6Zxp2x8D1pcnW8zMMcw2G9nvtW4fvBdP4BbvsJW550s7X5SKH35W4CYZCy510XLRW7RqK9Z5ztfy_VZzl4646McBQW6xmBFC8PHtlsW20TcjR8mwHFwW7qgJvc20ddztMYdM1b_-9HRW3Y97j35Y0yjnW3bkh_-1wtbZcW5kFwDc6-5K1wW3zJh9X1vX_X1W6PRJRh8wkxq33b711


 

4 
 

Shanghai area closed. Truckers are wary about going to Shanghai, as doing so requires a 
negative Covid test within the past 48 hours (and testing capacity is strained), and exiting 
requires quarantining after reaching their destination, an April 3 SCMP article reported. 
Maersk and the Shanghai Port group are trying to ship containers from the port inland by 
using rail or barge. 
  
The number of ships waiting outside the Shanghai Port has risen almost fivefold in recent 
weeks to more than 300, according to data from VesselsValue quoted by SCMP. Port 
officials told the SCMP that the ships were mainly non-container ships, like oil tankers and 
dry bulk carriers. Covid’s ripple effects on trade could reach US shores in the coming 
weeks. 
  
Nationwide, China reported a total of 16,412 cases on Tuesday, with more than 2,850 
cases in Jilin province in northeastern China. Jilin lockdowns have prevented many farmers 
quarantined in cities from returning home to prepare their fields for spring planting, which 
takes place late April to early May. Moreover, local stores don’t have seed or fertilizer in 
stock, an April 5 SCMP article reported. The area produces 10% of the nation’s corn crop. 
  
(2) Covid in Hong Kong. Covid cases appear to be waning in Hong Kong, but only after the 
disease infected almost 1.2 million people and resulted in 8,262 deaths since late 
December. The number of new cases ticked up slightly on Tuesday to 3,254 after 11 
straight days of decline. The percentage of positive cases has fallen to 2%-3% from more 
than 10% a week ago, an April 4 SCMP article reported. 
  
All Hong Kong residents must take at-home Covid tests for three days in a row starting this 
week. The city has banned gatherings of more than two people; most public venues are 
closed, including beaches and playgrounds; and there’s no in-person learning for students. 
Restrictions, which began on January 7, are expected to ease later this month. 
  
(3) ‘Common prosperity’ fades away. The phrase “common prosperity”—which was so 
popular among Chinese government officials last year—has largely disappeared from public 
discourse. Common prosperity was the rationale behind the recent regulatory crackdown on 
large tech companies, shutdown of the private tutoring industry, and curbing of individuals’ 
video-game playing. This year, however, officials have hardly uttered the phrase, indicating 
that the policy has been set aside, an April 3 WSJ article reported. 
  
Plans for a new property tax earmarked to fund social welfare programs were scrapped 
after opposition mounted from elites and policymakers concerned about the tax’s impact on 

https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VVKcfs4JXfwtW5PShpL7Gq_9TW5tZZwQ4Hzp5_N5wYXQr5nKv5V3Zsc37Cg-YrVdmrX_6-8jtxW1SdLT91bfPZYW85G1cg3J1hJ2W29xRKl93Jx2VW66Hbrt2wGZR6W1CLj3f2gh3qwW4GDf1070gSQpW59P2Ys5DswJDW11YvGw85GlTCW6J68r_8lgW_NW5sNW2853_RPkW3nmR2P8KTkBhW9fWBGB5W5tzyW6LfSvG3JRyyQW47hq5Z2GH9h9W2vft_C5pZcYkVn48Pq5-2hFtW5rrgBW1xN95BW3-XhCB3-jZ1YMXP7Bsqd4dNW6YD_NT3-B0_1W3ywQQ05_k8yKW2vS0LD3dZ0PGW1byvtD7_sxXJW4FvjKy3cvq73W8WXk401-lXcmW199mg75y-XdzW6wJLxC6CNysHW2dTX404KYLGhV9x23V3JPzwZW2YmND43-sNjFW3xL6qx1m7Gh23hW21
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VVKcfs4JXfwtW5PShpL7Gq_9TW5tZZwQ4Hzp5_N5wYXR15nKvJV3Zsc37CgKnDW4p832M6_Vbn9W5Hmby_1vDmcLVNMbMl5HWPKTW104-G73QgRy-W3JbHKn7XxgJYW5CmQRD2SPzFLVNB0QW7qRQP9W8rJC3j4PdygQW2t2TSl7kWnXrW4H29sJ3600YgW4dpBF_8FkQsZW1rH7GG5tg8rYW9gtphT14-MzdW1jgfBJ3XstqzW5d1DY98dyxW8W9kx9lW9lCfNzW7lJRxj4G3fLwW7T-KxC7bFtWcW5_wRPn6lD_tBW46l1qB1h3W2KW1FwZyD4xjpmLW8KQ_KR3GddY0W6YJC3M1PMv8kW2XY_xr2f58s2W3mbqJm3Rd4lCW80BjfF6k9NkrVwHD4L735g45N7TgkfLQ4LRFW91GpWB5K8vVZW7TRhZ34bYNxmW1B0mHt5Kv0g8W7bx6Xj1qvTrcW23ml2K5lDBVrN8wkyFsg1tX3W2QTrmM1xGx9mW8r3Qy77Ql4Lr39891
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VVKcfs4JXfwtW5PShpL7Gq_9TW5tZZwQ4Hzp5_N5wYXQr5nKv5V3Zsc37CgDNjW7fRqQ25XVSjlW3Q1xmM6czXmHW537wR81t6pJ0V4hXJc7k4K0xW7M4Ct57RQKHXW1Dx2G222P-XsVfg6_b8q_vQfW8b2HpP8DwpRqN5MxstqZDCbsW7r1KWB1M7dm5W6-wwYn3MnGDpW2FhMtc5YpvlDW6WjcLG36n7rQW3nzkdM1l9Jq8VmC2y37KNSY1W5vSK6F2K1BWpVnzJgx3bS6fKW1cslhT3QRGy5W57qbcN7CgpwkW60CLWw8h_Km1W21CHqJ1w9txPW3Pt4__8zkddbVB4W3-4K0rgvV4xyCK1cm4wzW98xSHb88BxzjW1ySyhg8vWt12N7dWTMCHHwkzW4Q9-mp2p12sqV2nl7S1cpfPTW81hy733RXmD9W1WRmG65T08MHW5-1cjw7FX3vh3m7D1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VVKcfs4JXfwtW5PShpL7Gq_9TW5tZZwQ4Hzp5_N5wYXSw3q90_V1-WJV7CgJRrW1LDtRq3PB6xFW30JsCS7H7m75W35DhZj2_V6QKW6NH4M_58FYrdW1fg7M73vNzkwW4cp9ZP9jZ8NmN6sNsw8rZ6ypW32v3yV4nXfjZW7d8FQT4HR_mgVdZwg930dDn1W5R9QFm6XbypJN5GYWnfrWXn5W1wtBFv7D2qJ6N6fqPw17FCsFW64zXf27K0_tyW73PY4H1Qx05FW1jKspv6Flv9QW1hR2G699Kcm7MqFKTkLht8nW41fvsp2fPMwcW4g_8yp4Hbbt2W6PpdvM3cf8gNW4Q81Nq5pgXrJW7jhS775GBCYFN6zx3NmFPx_7W8HxcWW6NRp3fW3MKrg11f7DX1W3zh69h4j96MKN3CbmQf44T1tW3d7nyj4CmrbW3f9t1
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property values. President Xi Jinping was unable to push through changes to make China’s 
income tax more progressive. China’s wealthiest 10% own 68% of total household wealth, 
the WSJ stated. Targeting the country’s engine of economic and jobs growth spooked 
businesspeople and investors. 
  
Now Xi seems focused on reigniting China’s slowing economy. The government recently 
announced that China indeed would grant US regulators’ request for full access to auditing 
reports for most Chinese companies listed on US exchanges as soon as mid-year, an April 
1 Bloomberg article reported. Before that news, investors were concerned the Chinese 
stocks would be delisted from US exchanges for not complying. 
  
Xi presumably would like the economy to rebound before this fall, when he might be 
nominated for a third term as president. The nomination, fully expected last year, is now 
less certain. 
  
(4) Hear no evil, see no evil. US and European leaders want China’s President Xi to use his 
chummy relationship with Russia’s President Vladimir Putin to cajole the latter into dialing 
back the war in Ukraine. But with the resurgence of Covid and the economy slowing, it’s not 
surprising President Xi does not want to get drawn into the morass. China has yet to 
condemn the Ukraine war and has refused to withhold military or economic support from 
Russia. Chinese officials have said the country does “not seek geopolitical self-interests” 
nor does it want to do anything to add fuel to the fire. 
  
The EU’s top diplomat Josep Borrell described last week’s meeting between Chinese and 
EU leaders as a “dialogue of the deaf” because Chinese leaders didn’t want to talk about 
Ukraine, an April 6 SCMP article reported. “China cannot pretend to be a great power but 
close its eyes or cover its ears when it comes to a conflict that obviously makes it 
uncomfortable because it knows very well who the aggressor is, although for political 
reasons, refuses to name them.” At least Europe has had its eyes opened to China’s 
priorities. 
  
Europe: Desperately Seeking Non-Russian Gas. The EU buys 155 billion cubic meters of 
natural gas annually from Russia. European governments are facing pressure to end this 
dependency, which critics say is akin to funding the Ukraine war and leaves the EU 
vulnerable to the possibility that Russia might turn off the taps. 
  
Unfortunately, there are no easy, fast ways to replace Russian gas. Those who champion 
fossil fuels encourage more drilling of natural gas, oil, and coal while throwing in an “I told 

https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VVKcfs4JXfwtW5PShpL7Gq_9TW5tZZwQ4Hzp5_N5wYXRX3q90pV1-WJV7CgV94W3zJ3_57Pvl0kVvKD_128WzWtW7S9_zk8r13JnW4MqPY02CpcXVN8l75JR8KBPpW4PwcJD31KT1kW5jdt3355LmNGMNL-dyWnPg6W2F3clP1N1nP7W5qGLKq7h7Q-hW6211_P2Z5QJ2W8ynLHP37HScyW2Jbhfr4_xYSSW60Ts272VY9y4W51pyVl8H5z1RW20LVjX3JnN48W6FtVmW6mX2JlW2wpF8X6t6B9CW8dqRVM301RD1W6rv-LP9h--73W63lqjx2C4r7jW5l5GF46LbVTlVs07y11BHC-HN1QKyYH4_FfmW8_Xg0s4lpmH3W4zYXjp7LlLwV3dLV1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VVKcfs4JXfwtW5PShpL7Gq_9TW5tZZwQ4Hzp5_N5wYXR15nKvJV3Zsc37CgXR6N1b878d4vfTPVw9N3D27xScgW4GvW1Y57VPlLVwsh624ZlxbmN2RBf7M3HYYRW6QLJlg2w1J2JVRLhYK1MNQFkW7xwvCR1vbqMMW6m4s1c8PyLZkW1K_DD18Jw1gpW3f_3Jn3XJGwDV8NBrF4jV_8ZW1QX3Nd2sB2qjN4T9gfd6LxQWW7bR6301P-m0CW8cNygv49xY-6W7cDxLT62pWZ1W44n_751Wr7B7W1FgQ7L5JTmrpW4Bq7tP30zSZ7W56pbC77l4JGbW5RB5bG2cjrPhM2vd8wgfdCTN4t8BnzR6d2VW727DdC1s7_3LW7LckGs7LV3pHW17mnXt5LqJP-VKY6Fg3dVPPxW5qs--C1PLzPxW5kHj5d8xFQTrW8fBJjZ1ZSNvSN539SPhhX3q7N52CT_4N8Cn4VQVzSt8fdwBJW4ytrRg3zbBkYW7dZVV66RjP2V3hgH1
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you so.” The green contingent is suggesting more funding for renewables and sweater 
wearing. Ask Jimmy Carter how that worked out. Here’s a look at some of the tough 
solutions being offered up: 
  
(1) The EU plan. The European Commission has a plan to replace most of the gas it buys 
from Russia, detailed in a March 28 article in Die Welt. The EU can import about 50 billion 
cubic meters of LNG from the US and other friendly nations and boost natural gas delivered 
via existing pipelines by another 10 billion cubic meters. Fifteen billion cubic meters of 
natural gas can be replaced by biogas, solar, and wind turbine projects by year-end. 
Lowering room temperatures by 1C-2C and making structures more energy efficient could 
reduce gas consumption by 14 billion cubic meters. Three German nuclear power plants 
and two Belgium plants that were to be shut down could continue operating, replacing 12 
billion cubic meters of gas. Burning coal and oil in German electric plants is controversial 
but could replace a combined 30 billion cubic meters of Russian gas. 
  
These options would only replace about two-thirds of the Russian natural gas. Any shortfall 
might limit the amount of gas supplied to companies. There’s little room for error or an 
unusually cold winter. 
  
(2) Fill up those tanks. Europe aims to fill up its natural gas storage tanks to at least 80% of 
capacity before the winter heating season arrives. European nations have increased their 
LNG purchases from the US, Qatar, and other friendly nations. How much longer they will 
continue to buy natural gas from Russia is unknown, especially if they refuse to pay for it in 
rubles as Russia demands. 
  
Hungary, which sources all of its gas from Russia, was the first European nation to agree to 
pay for it with rubles, an April 6 Reuters article reported. Conversely, Lithuania stopped 
importing Russian gas on April 1 but is fortunate to have an LNG terminal, allowing it to 
import LNG from other nations. 
  
Germany aims to stop buying Russian oil by year-end and Russian natural gas by mid-
2024.That will be a tall order given that Germany received 58% of its natural gas from 
Russia in 2020. At the end of March, Germany’s gas in storage was historically low. 
Germany has no LNG facilities that can be used to import natural gas and won’t before 
2026, when two LNG terminals on the drawing board may go online, an article in Germany’s 
Deutsche Welle reported. Meanwhile, Germany will need to depend on LNG deliveries via 
terminals in Belgium, France, and the Netherlands. It may also build floating LNG terminals, 
which could be operational by year-end 2023, according to German estimates. 

https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VVKcfs4JXfwtW5PShpL7Gq_9TW5tZZwQ4Hzp5_N5wYXRD3q905V1-WJV7CgYFbW92trYw6xJbqXW3rvGHr8sT56zN5rl44L4Hp2zW7w0-kB39MVyYVMgdWt5-Y9gtVjd4YJ2rzYJJVnGm057GhmrmW4L3kW228sztxW91cb5g6qFr9_VbhrbX1JrfdmW98bXDt5rCQz3W30G5T66rM3C9W7dVcPp8tPX_zN8N24pK_p9SYW6VygCm3lpXt0W2NcCzD4f-2y2W4Wkt3C9cjTxRW12l1_N4N7-vLN2LTgDCpB8m2W3Qrj792HRZn3W1d8MJl1G58lCW2xdg4H4LNYbwW8G6GWd3yXLkfW8KFBYJ5hN9By24H1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VVKcfs4JXfwtW5PShpL7Gq_9TW5tZZwQ4Hzp5_N5wYXQr5nKv5V3Zsc37CgW3_W99fVDP8yHDJYW2ny_KN3Qtz1dW2h9twp6tFcYYW8c-N993g_fQ4W3pNKyk44CgxzW4Ff0dl4GfLh_W6lNdjJ20b306W8DKnkp5X8jypW7JqpQF3KsdFFMb_1ST49SKNN3mq2bNM2gqqW6jtGpS1BpYFdN2949l8_lXhQW4trX-j5LdmRwW4q0xmh4cgdpPW8bxH127XKzTgW6NJWyn7XyTQbW3CKSkM4R4dJHVK7gFH4xkT94W4jtRQ14ksZqBW1KL4JB3VJRrnW9jJSFv3vvJMWVlYvtC4TMWRhW5NcwhN20VF57W887Y496DWqvDW810x9Z8q18KQN5hnWRyVF6ZkW72nvnv366mppW8m29W21hqCm5W926CTh6RQ2v1W2SM4Y452G38JVspZ_l8tXP-c3nLf1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VVKcfs4JXfwtW5PShpL7Gq_9TW5tZZwQ4Hzp5_N5wYXRX3q90pV1-WJV7CgCgPW7NhtN_2BfTqpVrlNzl3JpK1MN3Z7s814xynhW2NQ-177KcPRzN2jSmkXBpNF3W6gYYPz8yf0FRVBQfXB2B7NhXW935rjm54z8jtW5PGGxc7h4P9xN8mp5NRp1s2SW1_d6Gk2NJ7FKW5H3YkV7wLhSwVzBbPc3MqTrnW23MgFv5xkP95W5BDH7q1c9j21W1tlTsW53TxpmW5jKTBy7s9tV-W7vZqxR4c8QCrW7590Dt95C-90W7L6DmV6KHb4HW4GC_377FxZQ0W2qTgbM7f6yf_W7ylXZ-7QfFq6W9hp7C_1xTBqFN5vnt-0W2lyyW2B7-nT82Llfb21p1
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(3) Institute price caps. The UK government announced last year a price cap that limits the 
amount suppliers can charge households for electricity and natural gas even if wholesale 
gas prices rise sharply. The cap was recently increased by 54% and financial aid, in the 
form of loans and tax rebates, was offered to customers, a March 11 FT article stated. 
Another 50% increase in the cap is expected in October. While price caps can prevent price 
gouging, they can backfire if they cause suppliers to go out of business. 
  
(4) Pouncing on a crisis. While fossil fuel proponents are using the Ukraine crisis as a 
reason to encourage the EU to double down on traditional fuel sources, backers of green 
energy are using the crisis to bolster the development of renewable energy sources. It’s 
possible the need for energy independence from Russia will prompt entrepreneurs and 
scientists to solve some of the problems related to green energy. 
  
Scientists may be able to find a solution to wind and solar power’s intermittency problem 
that avoids huge, expensive batteries filled with expensive metals. Small nuclear plants and 
green hydrogen offer vast quantities of energy if they can be safely developed. And 
generating energy using nuclear fusion could be a game changer. We can only hope. 

 

Calendars 
  
US: Thurs: Initial & Continuous Jobless Claims 200k/1.331m; Consumer Credit $16.7b; 
Natural Gas Storage; Williams; Evans; Bullard. Fri: Wholesale Inventories 2.1%; Baker-
Hughes Rig Count. (Bloomberg estimates) 
  
Global: Thurs: Eurozone Retail Sales 0.6%m/m/4.8%y/y; Germany Industrial Production -
0.2%; Japan Leading & Coincident Indicators; ECB Publishes Account of Monetary Policy 
Meeting; RBA Financial Stability Review; Balz. Fri: Italy Retail Sales; Spain Industrial 
Production 1.7% y/y; Canada Employment Change 80k; Canada Unemployment & 
Participation Rates 5.3%/65.4%; Japan Consumer Confidence; Panetta. (Bloomberg 
estimates) 

 

Strategy Indicators 
  
Stock Market Sentiment Indicators (link): The Bull/Bear Ratio (BBR) climbed further 

      
 

      
 

https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VVKcfs4JXfwtW5PShpL7Gq_9TW5tZZwQ4Hzp5_N5wYXRX3q90pV1-WJV7CgZzQW7_J06452-8f0V57mg22SdDwpVZf5L26c9xHdW9hRxRR75dhqGVCLWQR3JdzxTW59hHnt90WFkBW95nB2g25vmDDW3PkH7n6v06mjV7rCGC6fmtpJW27BQh08bBNYTW3mtNn44mLjxvW7SZd8173YD7SV21Myk62VdkyW3SBvkN34QhWkVQBjzr3xfNY1W5NtdHY2lsCQpW2qDwZf3kMzNqW8Hp7jc2yLBXqW6B1Y7C6p5GGnW4nkHX_6F2g9XVX_WXV7K0tkcW52tfhF6jWFjWW6-Xh6Q34mKzgW2VMMl23RD-ThT28v88k09jQN5yYLS-cPVB23cnv1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VVKcfs4JXfwtW5PShpL7Gq_9TW5tZZwQ4Hzp5_N5wYXRk3q8_QV1-WJV7CgK0zW76St_V2DbnpXVMgj9_16ZQnTW2RF3Lq46LDGmW7qfl-L4bNPpMW84C5tf3hjHXyW3QBJ_q6xPkddW8VzTjQ3qYXMRN3fTc38GqXwpW59J6r-8nMPkqVr5jDx1fQV1fN8vmkXLvkh7KW1pLjf54gXDc_VnHFqN4GFkDYV_W6D85NMSR8W8K5x1G8zbPs5W3C0vrB7qB03vN7y58b4HPMfrW8_Trgp5MwP7fN5vWshxGmy-LN7p6_FVF5n7XW6Sc3SF6Z8PzpVrWQt65J8y7J3kHr1
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above 1.00 this week, as bullish sentiment continued to bounce back from the 29.9% 
reading at the end of February—which was lowest since the start of 2019. The BBR 
advanced for the third week to 1.26 this week from 0.84 in mid-March—which was the 
lowest since last March 2020. Bullish sentiment increased for the fourth time in five weeks 
by 9.2ppts (to 39.1% from 29.9%), while bearish sentiment fell to 31.0% from 36.5% three 
weeks ago—which was the most bears since March 2020. The correction count moved up 
to 29.9% this week after slumping six of the prior seven weeks to 28.2% from 40.0%—
which just missed equaling March 2020’s high count of 40.9%. The AAII Ratio climbed for 
the second week last week from 31.1% to 53.7%, as bearish sentiment fell from 49.8% to 
27.5% over the two-week period and bullish sentiment edged down from 32.8% to 31.9%.  

S&P 500 Earnings, Revenues, Valuation & Margins (link): The S&P 500’s forward profit 
margin remained steady last week at 13.3%, down from a record high of 13.4% in early 
March. Since the end of April 2020, it has exceeded its prior record high of 12.4% in 
September 2018. It’s now up 3.0ppts from 10.3% during April 2020, which was the lowest 
level since August 2013. Forward revenues and earnings were both back at record highs 
after ticking down briefly in early February. They have both been making new highs since 
the beginning of March 2021 after peaking just before Covid-19 in February 2020. Since the 
Q2-2021 earnings season came in way better than expected, analysts have been playing 
catch-up with their lowball estimates from the Covid-19 shutdown period. Prior to this catch-
up period, consensus S&P 500 forecasts had been falling at rates paralleling the declines 
during the 2008-09 financial crisis. Forward revenues growth rose 0.1ppt w/w to 8.3%, up 
from its 12-month low of 7.1% from early December. That’s down from a record high of 
9.6% growth at the end of May 2021. Still, that’s up from 0.2% forward revenues growth 
during April 2020, which was the lowest reading since June 2009. Forward earnings growth 
remained steady w/w at 9.6%. It remains above its 16-month low of 8.2% in early 
December. That’s down from its 23.9% reading at the end of April 2021, which was its 
highest since June 2010 and up substantially from its record low of -5.6% at the end of April 
2020. So far this year, analysts’ revisions to their forecasts for 2022 revenues have 
outpaced their revisions for 2022 earnings, so the imputed 2022 profit margin estimate that 
we calculate from those forecasts has ticked lower. They expect revenues to rise 9.8% (up 
0.2ppt w/w) in 2022 and 5.2% in 2023 (down 0.2ppt w/w) compared to the 16.4% gain 
reported in 2021. They expect earnings gains of 9.9% in 2022 (unchanged w/w) and 9.8% 
in 2023 (unchanged w/w) compared to an earnings gain of 51.5% in 2021. Analysts expect 
the profit margin to remain steady in 2022 at 13.1% (unchanged w/w) compared to 13.1% in 
2021 and to improve 0.6ppt y/y to 13.7% in 2023 (unchanged w/w). The S&P 500’s weekly 
reading of its forward P/E rose 0.7pt w/w to a seven-week high of 20.0, up from a 23-month 
low of 18.6 four weeks ago. That’s down from an eight-month high of 21.7 at the end of 

https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VVKcfs4JXfwtW5PShpL7Gq_9TW5tZZwQ4Hzp5_N5wYXRD3q905V1-WJV7CgKtTW7bX5Xm3rCTmVW60pVKB4ph2GBW8zNvxZ2S_ZFPW6GLbfk120MxQW8ws2kL4pyj8tW81Q9FH2s5swCW832zfR2zkHzwVDYxsf2mv584W3XnmG915wYggW8w8WX21_NfxMW1kmQpN5gw0n_W56Y5Sw8_6B2CW7DMgcx4KpkdzW8y21qV6d4xwfV4kgT72-b01dW11k5BF6dZm1JW3KXjYC7Z0tsLW8KYCJ198Nd_sW1qXWpW576N9FW6GMlmp2_6fCjW3f9VnM5hlDlHW3PHgdm7tjvHtW7nqD568c2x2PVKsvMM5H4-3z3dGg1
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2021 and compares to 23.1 in early September 2020, which was the highest level since July 
2000 and up from a 77-month low of 14.0 in March 2020. The S&P 500 weekly price-to-
sales ratio rose 0.09pt w/w to a seven-week high of 2.66, up from its 15-month low of 2.48 
at the end of February. That’s down from a record high of 2.88 at the end of 2021 and a 49-
month low of 1.65 in March 2020.  

S&P 500 Sectors Earnings, Revenues, Valuation & Margins (link): Last week saw 
consensus forward revenues and earnings rise for seven of the 11 S&P 500 sectors, but the 
forward profit margin rose for only four. Nearly all sectors are at or near record highs in their 
forward revenues, earnings, and profit margins. Energy still has forward revenues and 
earnings well below record highs, but its profit margin of 10.2% is at its highest reading 
since March 2008. Financials and Utilities have forward earnings at or near record highs, 
but their forward revenues and margins are lagging. Only three sectors posted a higher 
profit margin y/y in 2020: Consumer Staples, Tech, and Utilities. For 2021, all but the 
Utilities sector posted a y/y improvement. Four sectors are expected to see margins decline 
or remain flat y/y in 2022: Communication Services, Consumer Staples, Financials, and 
Real Estate. Here’s how they rank based on their current forward profit margin forecasts 
along with their record highs: Information Technology (25.2%, down from its 25.4% record 
high four weeks earlier), Financials (18.5, down from its 19.8 record high in August 2021), 
Real Estate (16.2, down from its 19.2 record high in 2016), Communication Services (16.3, 
down from its 17.0 record high in October), Utilities (14.1, down from its 14.8 record high in 
April 2021), Materials (13.3, down from its 13.4 record high in December), S&P 500 (13.3, 
down from its 13.4 record in early March), Health Care (11.3, down from its 11.5 record high 
in early March), Industrials (10.1, down from its 10.5 record high in December 2019), 
Energy (10.2 [14-year high], down from a record-high 11.2 in 2007), Consumer Staples (7.5, 
down from its 7.7 record high in June), and Consumer Discretionary (8.0, down from its 8.3 
record high in 2018). 

 

Global Economic Indicators 
  
Global Composite PMIs (link): Global demand eased during the final month of Q1, as 
“rising inflationary pressures, stretched supply chains and geopolitical tensions stymied 
growth and hit confidence,” according to the report. The C-PMI slipped to 52.7 in March 
after climbing from an 18-month low of 51.1 in January to 53.5 in February; it was at 58.5 
last May. The M-PMI (to 53.0 from 53.7) and NM-PMI (53.4 from 54.0) measures showed 
growth slowed a bit in both the manufacturing and service sectors last month. The C-PMI 

      
 

https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VVKcfs4JXfwtW5PShpL7Gq_9TW5tZZwQ4Hzp5_N5wYXRD3q905V1-WJV7CgJv2V7x3ng5bbm-1W4LgsBS33mWX4N3_JFlsBkRnBW3H4Hgj29LxC7W7l-jqQ3fV-BtW4JSDvc2XNyzCW7HN9Nf4fCr_2W99mPKM65J8w5W2Tpjmz7vK9B4W8ch4Xr4fjrcSW4x_1f630_rSQW358qvK8d-CKfW7rJ5K_4C-DbrW75zR_r83mr-VW7xzQ6D4hYKQHW6HMCLG2Zf8zgW3tzFc95ffrF6W3Hyk9c3hM2ldW7wdCK46lX2M4W6_5v2s5qXrwRW1yYHFq7GxK7dW4d-4gL2_BSlNV2-Sdm6k_R-5W53y8K87bBlMB3cQ21
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VVKcfs4JXfwtW5PShpL7Gq_9TW5tZZwQ4Hzp5_N5wYXRk3q8_QV1-WJV7CgVKrV5qDDq4MSGJtW2j_Pkl3cGWRZW36hXy861ydvRW5_Zh0n8mLNsWW4M0G_d5Pzl4jW7-d1vP98bF75W4V244v5LY-YSN6CGPXgX1_QQW4Sv3zk14CVPkW4-v5pp58BjqFN7HS06YmrK1mW8Yd5Z87NGVmTVrWSKC731NfyVpYMVk8SlyxhW8Xw63g5dHsz2V-nX4H742yjCW5h6KMq5PcJzLW4XwL1Q4XL2tZW4YxDV34QHmlTW4VC93n3DhWTXW8R6Tqf8jKJnHW8TQR2y2-71yD3bsD1
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for the advanced economies accelerated for the second month, from an 18-month low of 
51.2 in January to 56.0 by March, while the C-PMI (46.8 from 51.3) for the emerging 
economies moved from expansion to contraction in March—only the second reading below 
50.0 since the height of the pandemic. According to the report, 11 of the 14 countries for 
which March data were available expanded, with the strongest growth recorded in Ireland 
(61.0), the UK (60.9), and the US (57.7). Japan (50.8) showed a slight expansion of activity 
after contracting the first two months of this year. Meanwhile, Kazakhstan (48.8), China 
(43.9), and Russia (37.7) were the only nations in contractionary territory. Meanwhile, 
inflationary pressures intensified in March as rates for both input costs and output charges 
accelerated, with rates of inflation faster at manufacturers than service providers and 
steeper in developed nations than in emerging economies.  

Germany Manufacturing Orders (link): German factory orders in February fell for the first 
time in four months, driven by a drop in foreign demand—and the economy ministry warned 
the war in Ukraine “leads to high uncertainty regarding the further development of demand.” 
Manufacturing orders slumped a larger-than-expected 2.2% (vs the -0.2% consensus 
forecast) after a three-month surge of 8.0%. Foreign demand sank 3.3% in February after 
climbing two of the prior three months by 12.4%. Demand from within the Eurozone 
dropped for the third successive month, by 3.3% m/m and 7.1% over the period, while 
billings from outside the Eurozone fell 3.4% after jumping 16.2% in January—remaining in a 
volatile flat trend around record highs. Meanwhile, domestic orders ticked down 0.2% in 
February, after contracting 7.3% in January and expanding 10.5% in December. Compared 
to a year ago, growth in total orders slowed to 2.9% from 8.2% in January, with growth in 
domestic and foreign orders slowing to 1.6% and 3.8%, respectively. Within foreign orders, 
billings within the Eurozone were 2.6% below a year ago, while those from outside the 
Eurozone were 7.9% above. Here’s a look at movements in domestic orders along with the 
breakdown from both inside and outside the Eurozone for the main industry groupings 
during February, both m/m and y/y: consumer durable goods (+10.0%, +5.3%, -5.7% & 
+2.6%, +32.0%, +6.3%), capital goods (+1.0, -5.6, -4.0 & +3.1, -9.4, +14.6), consumer 
nondurable goods (-2.3, -1.8, +3.5 & +19.8, +20.0, -1.0), and intermediate goods (-1.7, -1.1, 
-2.7 & -2.4, +1.0, -5.5).  
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