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Strategy: Santa vs the Grinches. The Santa Claus rally started early this year. The 
question is whether it is over already. The S&P 500 dropped 5.2% from 4535.43 on 
September 3 to 4300.46 on October 4 (Fig. 1). From there, it rose 9.3% to a new record 
high 4701.70 on November 8. Its level was virtually the same on November 24, the day 
before Thanksgiving, at 4701.46. It dropped sharply on Friday, the day after Thanksgiving, 
rallied on Monday, and dropped again yesterday to close at 4567.00. It is now down 2.9% 
from its recent record high. 
  
Did Santa come early this year to avoid the supply-chain disruptions? Might there be no 
Santa Claus rally between Thanksgiving and New Year’s Day? On Friday, the markets 
discounted the possibility that the Omicron variant of Covid might be the Grinch who stole 
the Santa Claus rally. Yesterday, Fed Chair Jerome Powell became the Grinch. 
  
Testifying before a Senate committee, the Fed chair said he thinks reducing the pace of 
monthly bond buys can move quicker than the $15 billion-a-month schedule announced 
earlier this month. “At this point, the economy is very strong and inflationary pressures are 
higher, and it is therefore appropriate in my view to consider wrapping up the taper of our 
asset purchases … perhaps a few months sooner,” Powell said. “I expect that we will 
discuss that at our upcoming meeting.” 
  
In Monday’s Morning Briefing, Melissa and I observed: “As inflation has been heating up, 
more Fed officials have been hot to trot when it comes to speeding up the tapering of the 
Fed’s bond purchases.” We noted: “In the months leading up to the FOMC’s decision to 
start tapering, made at its November 2-3 meeting of the Committee, Melissa and I 

 
Check out the accompanying chart collection. 
  
(1) The two Grinches: Omicron and Jay Powell. (2) Powell wants to speed up tapering trot. (3) Don’t 
sell Santa Claus short. (4) The Fed averted a great credit crunch last year. (5) Animal spirits gone wild 
in capital markets. (6) The wealthy diversifying their wealth by funding more ventures and startups. (7) 
Record refinancing in nonfinancial corporate bond market. (8) C&I loans falling. (9) Leveraged loans at 
record high. (10) Lots of stock issuance. (11) Booming IPO issuance. (12) Lots of VCs. (13) Record 
M&A deal-making. 

https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+20053/d13h9Q04/VV-d_54qprpfV935XL1vN_YcV_gMC14Bx63DN24tzwc3q905V1-WJV7CgWw7W3QVhxL1pbPM_W7kczC94CQ_cHW18grBH8B50TzW29LlFM2PkhzYVNm2gS97nY-MW3w5XWg9635MgW8qYxFs4mL42wW4GPfZM2bSKYvW8xwVt65HdSXgW4JC6GS8vftQRW4jKsZt2RM-PGW2dnCGc3SWfwzW8Y6d_T948wQrW7mQk0G2MdkJtW4zlbNL55f2RZW2J5B_B236kvRW5cWrhY4ZSKm6W7vRpmQ6BnwwWW78_vxV2VvmXjW5Q4fly2-ClhpW4xbLcn5VFjm2W72yCpV2LDfT1W95mhq31lgRD9W3rG-4L1KrwVf36Zq1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+20053/d13h9Q04/VV-d_54qprpfV935XL1vN_YcV_gMC14Bx63DN24tzwc3q905V1-WJV7CgJ9fW6P3LMy3YNzdxW6wln0W3pC6dtN82TPhScKQ_hW2YkLHK4YnKtLW87KHKS1hRvGpW4znpdX5r9p9BN2l0MTb1scL3W90hFJm84HnZRW31xQb67_h-BLW1npPhV8f7t1pW28_BdQ7KRK91W1jW4Rp4hLrQHW56ZbHt81Wld9W5JW09r1f2R8BW2flz8x1xYssqW8_84ZJ5xl0bHW6VS-N-1JJ98zN2jxjjK24N3xW7xdLX-5FyyLpW6c67rL74gntMW5f-GkP89SH-sW8Dg2_t4-1GCMW6qq0bb7yNw11VM7dy75CKjh22vQ1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+20053/d13h9Q04/VWP0Cr426TQgW6R1Xt52T0HRDW1WCq9G4Bx5MvN6hnppc3q8_QV1-WJV7CgTsTW5pmjJf3DTlpWW7bBJtj3Cghz3W566Gmq4r6ShsW7VCj0k1lpX_HVMjgf14CFrLBV4GYcY29mtfcVxsnLn7rk7s1W18p37d81t92cW1TN8Jx8PkdfdN90M9yGb_fqRN76Tbgl7CKpCW3B0M9B6bRmCcW7LymvT3pLpVkW8rxNM94rs2hFV6WmwW2PMBfSW5l-_8Z6Czsb4W2w15nT2hQ7zTW6bJ5Py4sdS7WW3GDJPD6p63TWW5t_nbz5ZGrwvN4z6V0sxrmz0W6bY3T26gzm2R3cd21
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suggested that the Committee should move faster to do so. We figured that with inflation 
heating up, the Fed might need to raise interest rates sooner than officials were expecting. 
That’s the conclusion they finally reached as well according to the minutes of their 
November 2-3 gathering.” 
  
Nevertheless, the markets were shocked yesterday to hear that Powell is now in the same 
camp as other hawkish FOMC participants who’ve been suggesting a faster pace of 
tapering. The next FOMC meeting will be held December 14-15. 
  
We think the FOMC is behind the inflation curve, and we see the committee’s attempt to get 
ahead of it as a positive development. However, stock investors’ knee-jerk reaction may 
continue to be to take profits before the end of the year. Nevertheless, as we discussed on 
Monday, there is plenty of liquidity available to drive stock prices higher as dip-buyers enter 
the market. We aren’t giving up on Santa Claus. 
  
Corporate Finance I: Following the Fed. Thanks to the flood of liquidity provided by the 
Fed since the start of the pandemic last year, a credit crunch as severe as the one that 
occurred during the Great Financial Crisis (GFC) was averted. As a result, debt 
delinquencies and defaults have been remarkably low during the Great Virus Crisis, as we 
discussed in our April 28 Morning Briefing. Corporate bankruptcies have fallen to historic 
lows in 2021, according to a more recent report from S&P Global. There has not even been 
a mild credit crunch. On the contrary, corporations have been able to raise record amounts 
in the bond and stock markets to fund their businesses and refinance their debts at record-
low interest rates. 
  
Investors have been contributing to this development in the capital markets by reaching for 
yield in the bond market and chasing momentum in the stock market as well as alternative 
markets. While Melissa and I are concerned about the elevated valuations in the capital 
markets, we also see some very positive consequences of these “animal spirits” gone wild. 
For one, more and more investors are getting wealthier and diversifying their gains to fund 
more and more innovations, especially in technology. 
  
Looking ahead, it’s possible that tightening monetary policy could threaten distressed 
companies’ ability to find financing. But with all the money that’s flowing around, it could 
take longer than usual to curb the enthusiasm in the capital markets. How fast and by how 
much market enthusiasm tapers may depend on how quickly the Fed tapers its bond 
purchases, as we discuss above. 
  

https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+20053/d13h9Q04/VV-d_54qprpfV935XL1vN_YcV_gMC14Bx63DN24tzww3q90pV1-WJV7CgXkWW4VTF5d2pLHfRW9fQx_M2kKc-SW4R9zZN37-LxWVmSrDf8ysfV1N5Z5NgKrC19PW7yfj442616bwW5RP9P01rvJ0jW11L4vl4RKDRSW69-PJ12sR2c_VvWLT31HlnGdW2Hbf-1744y_PW8bbcQW1jRHJtW1CsFDL8zZy9BW8b7jJ684BwPJW5rxWYD5QZxhcW6C3b1y4FjYwjW5vVKWk1qB8DsN2F_zDbtSBgmW2t0st759R-lFN48-7VsGPq4DW6Lq4tt6SG2LqW5yJ-1M8pHCXrW2thTSJ1XctmdVpww7-5KLdF6W3_kwsn9d_sClW7g3gyp1NGtpG3mFY1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+20053/d13h9Q04/VV-d_54qprpfV935XL1vN_YcV_gMC14Bx63DN24tzwc3q905V1-WJV7CgVC9W2n31dH1yTL1CN86mC1lrytX9W9bCxf39czYmpW6Bvb-68DHZmKW2wXTVd8S1kFZW9gJ4fS4yNGbyN8gsFXk1PnLKVbjpkF2tRRLrW1BTm6j6VXn2JW6L1Svk1_3JsSW5W5chH5DfPdrW2FHFCn1S-vH0W3Q_qVf8-gWsFVLFyQ36v1KpKW1ZWQB62DNCBlW4MQ59V5gcfK-W25CtSV5ls4yfW6gJL0P2KBjXmVRz_5s6NQMsKN6v-rc524bnwW6cXV_W312qB3W76tz7Y8wrDPTW93XMD77JrMZsW4n3Dxj5sp1rw3k9W1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+20053/d13h9Q04/VV-d_54qprpfV935XL1vN_YcV_gMC14Bx63DN24tzvD5nKvJV3Zsc37CgBBkW7XhbdZ12VzTrV8f0ZF4FP2HdW6JPD-n5GPlhTW3GbqM48-CcWkW70VdwC1dkH74W7qgc-K51FKl7W2Xl5g64HQycyW2n9vHX8k3v2_W7lyyK82cJkT3W4RFcn44Y5kMCW2sLbt85R2CkTW6s2n7x5ll5WKW8z4ffj6frc__W30Nj3-5Jflm-W27K5p48zN7SHW2rd8wn8vv0zMW88Z1cq22H5HzW3SxQGT9dnq_gW25Xm9d7yBXBGW4XhZ1h75P_LBW5TbGS32Ypxb6Vt0PZF38BV50W1XS4D97bJhGkW3DNZT12xWjY3W6H4rqB1tnylRW97ZSpC6ZyXRVW8NCNxK2W1WC5Vr48v26dY2YrW6bYb168mwJZFW5Pm-tp41lgnQW2tCGdq4xpj4yW3yq6Zm6Lfm6jW7KwltG2GtxwwW5Dkc2L3jjlhXW1QNfxK1pF0XcW2hrMdy5vWcFq3p5v1
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Corporate Finance II: Following Corporate Issues. Corporations have been raising lots 
of money in the bond and stock markets this year. While the rates of total new corporate 
issuance have cooled in both markets over recent months, they remain near record highs in 
the bond market and well past record highs in the equity market. Consider the following: 
  
(1) Bond issuance. Over the past 12 months through September, companies raised $2.15 
trillion in the bond market (Fig. 2). Over this same period, nonfinancial corporations (NFCs) 
raised $1.01 trillion, while financial ones raised a record $1.14 trillion. 
  
Corporations used some of the proceeds to refinance outstanding bonds at record-low 
yields. They’ve also paid down some of their bank loans. A portion of the remaining 
proceeds financed capital spending and stock buybacks or are sitting in liquid assets. 
  
Based on the difference between gross and net bond issuance, which is available quarterly, 
NFCs refinanced a record $1.0 trillion during the four quarters through Q2 (Fig. 3 and Fig. 
4). Commercial and industrial loans peaked at a record high of $3.4 trillion during the week 
of May 6, 2020. They are down $0.8 trillion since then through the November 17 week of 
this year (Fig. 5). On the other hand, quarterly data on “other loans,” which consists mostly 
of leveraged loans, rose to a record $2.1 trillion during Q2 (Fig. 6). 
  
(2) Stock issuance. Corporations raised a near-record $424.3 billion in the stock market 
over the past 12 months through September (Fig. 7). Data available through June show that 
the bulk of the nonfinancial corporate issues were seasoned equity offerings (SEOs) rather 
than initial public offerings (IPOs) (Fig. 8). SEOs have cooled somewhat in recent months, 
while IPOs continue to take off. 
  
Corporate Finance III: Following VC Money. Many of the disruptive technologies that 
Jackie covers on Thursdays are developed by small enterprises funded by venture 
capitalists (VCs). “The venture industry has continued to prove its resiliency in 2021—a year 
marked by outsized funds, numerous mega-deals and the soaring interest of multistage 
investors looking to back younger startups,” according to a PitchBook note covering its 
latest US VC Valuations Report. 
  
According to IMARC Group’s latest VC investment report summarized on LinkedIn, the 
global venture capital investment market reached a value of $197.7 billion in 2020. Looking 
forward, IMARC Group expects the market to grow at a cumulative annual growth rate of 
around 16% during 2021 through 2026. 
  

https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+20053/d13h9Q04/VV-d_54qprpfV935XL1vN_YcV_gMC14Bx63DN24tzwc3q905V1-WJV7CgB_YW84CdnT5wrfpjW3Rx3y93L6v-DW2dDKZ37Bd8CdW3_l_qb5llhb8W6w_GT07jbNwkM_nJZBWQb-8W1tp-fc4Pw6CwW2wybZP7_Ptr6N8ZHQLQ42H15W3TbCcg4CPKT-W94z0rk647npyW5Tss7x2CH1wXN399bDfbJzFQVG356L5mJ6m_W6ZRbT-95dhp6N13gVNnvnP5CW67QHB525sVGYW2CsGW74xltNnW5KHpLZ64K8hQV9JvHH8QwBrMW7QndNX2Cp_tMN1ZQJm5RhKz8W2MP5r-2XDy1tW4TbrTl3kvf3n3gC-1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+20053/d13h9Q04/VV-d_54qprpfV935XL1vN_YcV_gMC14Bx63DN24tzwc3q905V1-WJV7CgTvsN2L6cHmVsz0GW10GMXj1yCx_XW6hKM8x1WG52NW4Sd8Sy7Bj5RqVqggF57Drz6GW3-S4mr4-9M6BW7grtfb3DvQSxVN9tG55xc0c0W7ThVJr1SjlKgW6rzKP-6XTw47VdBJJl3DgsHzW1-ry3l1GC32sW8vxFd_6Sf6_DW8l7vY66-TnLdW5G5Vh01B11CKW8B7KVJ7P9csCN4ZSV03MGWp7W3bsYNV8BPQjnW3P9dB030QLWVN5NSxMh9fl60W9fbNHs8YyC2bN6ZWbswlX5RDW7kbjm43M__G6W36XD0x6s6qrm3bF-1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+20053/d13h9Q04/VV-d_54qprpfV935XL1vN_YcV_gMC14Bx63DN24tzwc3q905V1-WJV7CgVCxW1ZCnp64W8qTtN2mn2WTSVwDjW4GNV5s25jtwYW7Dxy1p8hPcpYW3CYDWM388sY5W2wHSK57PlrPqW5vxC-J31P-ZmW5dZYj48dwkbpN8VRL1FVLpcqW62BH8N86bSZgN5HHh5CmLCCMW6nmnL-736czrW5nV9Dz5M_NJDW5ClYGq4x7nNnW1SbB8t5qzKJQW4-99k72lD9xdVWrvbQ42W_GXW3Z8tnP2n737tW6X4_3R48Pzm7W6Vn6KS5vwNvKW1LH5Y93wKlB6W8xNZbH5Jgln4VxgpTx6q8Ys-VJc5pb6XJKgJ3cSl1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+20053/d13h9Q04/VV-d_54qprpfV935XL1vN_YcV_gMC14Bx63DN24tzwc3q905V1-WJV7CgVCxW1ZCnp64W8qTtN2mn2WTSVwDjW4GNV5s25jtwYW7Dxy1p8hPcpYW3CYDWM388sY5W2wHSK57PlrPqW5vxC-J31P-ZmW5dZYj48dwkbpN8VRL1FVLpcqW62BH8N86bSZgN5HHh5CmLCCMW6nmnL-736czrW5nV9Dz5M_NJDW5ClYGq4x7nNnW1SbB8t5qzKJQW4-99k72lD9xdVWrvbQ42W_GXW3Z8tnP2n737tW6X4_3R48Pzm7W6Vn6KS5vwNvKW1LH5Y93wKlB6W8xNZbH5Jgln4VxgpTx6q8Ys-VJc5pb6XJKgJ3cSl1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+20053/d13h9Q04/VV-d_54qprpfV935XL1vN_YcV_gMC14Bx63DN24tzwc3q905V1-WJV7CgD22W3sjzr07cpG6vW35rShF3Zzvs-W8zM-5p72DzjJW5nqjGd8tl59lW6kcwK27RNm3mW2MWRfQ2JfG7TW15TSxV5KkCFWW2tTrC63_fvm7W5Pl0Wq2z6rTcW7LfSm34GMCZkW2Mh-1x4M7_8WW3TfLKc8WkjLtW3xbm_b8clXNDW5DTPBr11MqHYW4QCBlL8NKssXW3lC0yQ5V1rtRW8J2ZQt8Z5T52W48TwkD8l3RRfW8rjFXs6tlRQfW3y6VQQ4t-q-RW7vpzZ75THs42W8vyZq71NrGzyW96RRZ173nwf7W1KCjt48Rg2_w33Fy1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+20053/d13h9Q04/VV-d_54qprpfV935XL1vN_YcV_gMC14Bx63DN24tzwc3q905V1-WJV7CgXG5W5Z4QwN2ClKWfV2k-7V1gGXfxW7T9B2S6vrPVcW3yyHtq1wGV9sW1TrlHt15FGwlW7Mgr5512SdHZN6nyHLBDNn--W3Ft6v_5QKbBKW4LNK6196vpltF6wQQHmCbKZW87bHnc513mdlVjsbr-6lQh6sW3g57bD7s0cVvF21zglxs-_CW13bgQ74BjRC5W8XrvC48vcgdcVVBP_032h7TJW3mtQg861F1SrW8w7Y-z67twtjW8_c_tm723JkgVkyxJs8jQLxpW7FSK2m1Rr8s_W7BDqLR8l-fRmW468ccF2-6fyJ3c6B1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+20053/d13h9Q04/VV-d_54qprpfV935XL1vN_YcV_gMC14Bx63DN24tzwc3q905V1-WJV7CgGC2W8vHJW34w5s67W5jdn0S4rzbtxN1fLR0fN82y_VcBRT31DGKVJW4nxYtB17wr3TW4q3n3x9bFWDFW15QH9J1kmWG9W77rqlH82dZrdW82-G527TD8tcW4ZSx1w6MxZyZW7LhhHJ6jCy7JW8BFH-X3HF41RW3bpCnR3HzJvFW34hgzg3KjCjjW2J7ZYh5pTH9PW4l0Vqd1LK5gBW20jsMG6ggLFRW2_9fX_5GQQNMW8Gsk0b8vdML4W84bn205ZTrxkN6C-2sz3vB5-N4MWkvPN8sMRW66vHsd3kQ7smW1191fn6GGSRz39L_1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+20053/d13h9Q04/VV-d_54qprpfV935XL1vN_YcV_gMC14Bx63DN24tzwc3q905V1-WJV7CgBKmW5FTRK25qc0YRW1bWjJx524xBwW2k60WH4nlLWWW8tZ7Xs7PcWS-W7RhwJN6nxzKYM3rhRSfJ_snVt10Sg5dwmVwW3wZXPy7ZhQ-gW17ftzc6hNTrjW4NHms284-QKyW3dVjLL2L_lTBW8YdP_h4J7l0NW4n_cxG86KK6_W3BtYZF5tt5XkW5KPd4y9hlHmPW1p0xhY8ttMv4W2Zf-tX7WN-stN1QXCcKzkp8RV-HKJ27cnsqkW9bkycz32n8SPW7PwWXK90slk_N1M4kG06x6_LW8gLyL_38bmXQW4WqNHc5K-m5z3hj71
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+20053/d13h9Q04/VV-d_54qprpfV935XL1vN_YcV_gMC14Bx63DN24tzwQ3q90JV1-WJV7CgJryW1nmjdZ3dTwPCW62nkH95w0sK1W3zb-Yr801nCPW1NsKzF2gXsbgN5cjMXGgqq19N5dfTD-V7wy5W6G75PT6BwpxjTH9Fj3tzYpkW655Dxj379jFJW8YLgst3lnzMJW7gySZV1rCPmBW6fxlcZ4T8rQXW5Slxfk6ZylnKW3V205s58ln8FW1SzCxg5gLD5vW8cJg6_8wwZVhW7zMYh37KLFC-W2W-n8Q4Cg6-8W7_vN0Y5XRtQ1W7DSQ3C1587JHW87Lv-j7Mgz6cW8rwzBW8_f4L0W7m9SCl2Q3RfHW1bwqv_2K3QBjW76ytN54bCH_RW2cLSCB6vwz2-W7QnGdL99TqgDW4wGJn47kQf_P3m9S1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+20053/d13h9Q04/VV-d_54qprpfV935XL1vN_YcV_gMC14Bx63DN24tzwQ3q90JV1-WJV7CgFmyW3CDb7x6XrSmQW5T7ZV84d_SnfW1xZbD76XqqJ6W25t4R_6jvWt-W1myKGf54-r5CW6P2nBB5Z2YmpW46c3_J5zHVBdW4JDysw7XlkHcN1QF-VWXJ2s1W2hflsZ4g3cWMW6VvBZ54PGqgGW1SNRgs7Pd312N2Fyddkhq2HLW8c_krR3NbL9LN3JNnpB8n1Y4W9dxkgL3sPGCVVTR0Pw8PfjTrN5rCrBbC2NVsVkSTCJ6w-P0HW989QDP4SywpnW1Df_Pt6z_P4BVTy-q25Hg3WvVdnlgp2ZmJG_W3C57_y6G_-HpW51TcZt4Q2H3DW458-Q087qYs_N3Q_2Tn8zS5SW7rqCgw11vjsC3lSd1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+20053/d13h9Q04/VV-d_54qprpfV935XL1vN_YcV_gMC14Bx63DN24tzx53q90_V1-WJV7CgSNjW6ZX68G2zWFJRW6Kp-Y_21Gb2CW2jP5tT5k-xJ3W7RckY_4GbyW0W4XjNhJ4SRRxsW6DrJR187QsdCW1nY1_M1WjHMjW89rfDk4FTGsjW10B-6N1YNfG_W6h-l5z6txfFlN6JC86rtbM5xW8BVny44kph7VW87Kxt06ysJS8W6CKYkD8qGGdqVbg-CH42YdTJW4MdbT62j0f5pW8FHrsG90bbvxVMg1yb13wkq_W1RD9-H3ZTbJdW5t1P8R2Y4Y9MW11LPks1Sg0B8W5d7VXv56q88kW73Tggl5FCfFPW3lFWL95STpYdW6CjpSr27ZgYXW7l0cZc64syRxW48_VJ96Tl2vFW1dX1nQ277ynwW421sJm2yBNRqVPMxrc3PpyBm36BM1
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For a point of reference, US venture capital deals totaled $108 billion in 2019, the third-
largest year ever, according to a Q4-2020 MoneyTree report by PwC and CBInsights. 
Funding was down slightly from 2018’s $118 billion and from the record year of 2000’s $119 
billion. 
  
Thanks to all the Fed-given liquidity floating around, public money is getting into VC too. 
“High demand from public market investors is [a] factor pushing VC valuation growth to new 
heights,” according to PitchBook. 
  
Three big VC themes that we have spotted coincide with three broader market trends that 
we have seen this year: pandemic driven interest in early biotech innovations, climate-
change driven interest in technologies to combat it, and productivity driven interest in 
enterprise technology. 
  
Here’s more: 
  
(1) VC more adventurous. Venture capitalists are getting into promising startups earlier in 
their lifecycle. The median early-stage valuation has roughly doubled in the past three years 
and cracked the $50 million mark in Q3, observed PitchBook. Around 104 mega-deals were 
completed by Q3, a significant jump from the previous full-year record of 61 in 2020. Late-
stage activity also has remained robust throughout the year. 
  
Early-stage biotech startups are commanding the highest proportion of deals compared with 
other stages through Q3. The top quartile early-stage valuation in the sector also topped 
$100 million for the first time. 
  
(2) Climate growth. Valuations for early- and late-stage climate tech startups increased in 
Q3. Climate tech startups raised nearly $13 billion in VC investment globally across 203 
deals in Q3 2021, up 38.3% year over year, according to a recent Emerging Tech Research 
report by PitchBook mentioned in the note. 
  
(3) Enterprising technology. Enterprise tech—i.e., technology that enables the integration of 
tech resources and data across an organization—commanded nearly half of all deal value 
through Q3. 
  
Corporate Finance IV: Following PE Money. “A Pre-Thanksgiving Spree Takes Private 
Equity Deal Value Past $1 Trillion For The First Time In History” was the title of a November 
23 Forbes article. That about sums up what is going on in the private equity (PE) markets. 

https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+20053/d13h9Q04/VV-d_54qprpfV935XL1vN_YcV_gMC14Bx63DN24tzwQ3q90JV1-WJV7CgJC0W443JvD7lRBH1W4mJ6kh4hDxS5W3phrBM3vsSHxW1MQkS35Jf2-SW7g6Fc56Tj_4lN8T85lwqFRBgW2wLzQy2tFt7SW2MjTK37lsq6yN8cL8fVJ5Zt8W5dFDcx7Tgw-XW16dR6t1zR073W3fKLlv873B3mW6Yt7TT48BqLfW9crgMD50B-7QVgkg-j7vkZWGW7XBRpw3sMf75W2mXFHQ30fF7lW11TN7v5x4WD1N1wlXZbjbksNW3Fv5qV3RzVchV6Ytkh1DHGt2N5mrJx_NGbD2W4n2_NP2f4lz3W1LPXg24SqTB_W2KxCn24zyXlSV2sl3R6q9zKJVLH2Dj4B6J6CW4W4JFg6qJhSw3mhq1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+20053/d13h9Q04/VV-d_54qprpfV935XL1vN_YcV_gMC14Bx63DN24tzwc5nKwhV3Zsc37CgYYRW702kGt4Dl1yPN6zVlH7pTwtvW2QDpVr6R7L4dW1Vlw9h6_s4nkW2j4G1M6-VrKHW549LH43Y_s7MVZLcBx4NZJx8W6gz-xl694zNvW68nbCq6KjX-gW5bHRFx3ncCW2W6Y66gV6zjk3JW18B7QV3PfdcYW9jz-Rp599mFxW3yhVTz5xhqWyN1k17FpwwXy5W2Z3DH03vGWLdW2sxxy95F4PCBN2C3fVkGzQJpW9bNknk2xkl-bW3l_3Wy35k2NCN9g3Xsbw63cYW3Pr---1Kc79QW25bsXr2Pv-l6Vh1cKk3K_9CqVMfP2H6mwy6HW1yVsM79jXnftW5bdBsp2bMMvPW7dYpZM2GCDN0W6RQ8c97N1cslW6h1pQ26HC09wW2f_LrT4jQ4q1N73lvRXqydNVV7QX0l3HyQ_4W8Ft5JD6d4VKmW23191j51MNPxW1v26cG1RzljgW6G5jhG1FHxtYW2B7fry8CpLFxVKkTM-7l6CnmVSgM4W10XQKy3cX61
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But are we at peak private equity? We don’t think so. 
  
“The momentum from late 2020 is expected to continue through 2021 for private equity (PE) 
firms. The first five months in 2021 saw PE deal volume increase 21.9% compared with the 
same period last year, resulting in 2,346 deals,” wrote PwC in its midyear 2021 PE deals 
outlook. It added: “Private equity firms are benefiting from significant market tailwinds 
triggered by historically low interest rates as well as record fundraising, which is at an all-
time high with US PE dry powder at $150.1 billion.” 
  
Here are a few interesting PE trends to follow: 
  
(1) ESG-experts wanted. PwC anticipates that environmental, social, and governance 
(ESG) considerations will become an integral part of strategic PE valuation from the initial 
screening phase of deal-making through the exit of an investment. As such, PwC expects 
PE firms to conduct more thorough analyses of ESG risks across portfolios. 
  
So it’s no wonder that climate science and biodiversity candidates are heavily sought after 
by PE firms. Top ESG hires have been propelled into the seven-digit annual pay league, as 
a recent Bloomberg article explored. 
  
(2) SPAC attack. The recent emergence of special purpose acquisition companies (SPACs) 
has posed a challenge for PE firms: to match or beat SPAC valuations. As we discussed in 
our April 28 Morning Briefing linked above, recent regulatory scrutiny has tempered the 
hype around SPAC investments. 
  
Briefly, SPACs were seen as an interesting exit strategy for some PE-held organizations. 
PwC sees the growing disinterest in SPACs as an opportunity to advance PE as a capital 
channel into traditional initial public offerings. Low interest rates and “abundant capital” 
should continue to flow back into PE. 
  
(By the way, PwC thinks that tax law uncertainty could spur more PE exit activity to 
accelerate timing and avoid potentially unfavorable tax outcomes in the future.) 
  
(3) Teaming upward. PwC indicated that portfolio companies increasingly are viewing PEs 
as a strategic partner to help them achieve their growth aspirations. That’s important 
because PEs’ increasing comfort level with their ability to execute on strategic initiatives is 
driving valuations. Many of the larger recent PE transactions depended upon strategic 
partnerships. Only a few key players represent the bulk of the PE market, noted a press 

https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+20053/d13h9Q04/VV-d_54qprpfV935XL1vN_YcV_gMC14Bx63DN24tzwQ3q90JV1-WJV7CgCh1N2wHyQz6vjF5W39WFvc63fyHGVGZxcH6TSb14N1ddbSnYPD-8W2NnyRW8Xm4qrW5PcpRV3zcbp5W6H6Zcf2bWmZFW1qDcTM1tkyX6W3rfnvK3lcFkkW7dtVNy10yqqFW5x-ZVX2GlWCMW367KtN1Jl_dsW3sdc7W11skldW1Qfh102LNRxrW584rVq8TNbZ_W2gz5G98z-rhZW19TlS27PcKPvW8sFhTX8PbklVW30X63b5lcqkpW881PQh1ZXT4BW5nXx-v5lBCpnW559Qp96_BFZPW9fpsq76K4gBDW5_xp606W0mdRW2xCr_72YkDHCW4mYj6D8VpNYkW1wDl_91cr8PPW2Kn3G-1q3V4q323r1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+20053/d13h9Q04/VV-d_54qprpfV935XL1vN_YcV_gMC14Bx63DN24tzv15nKv5V3Zsc37CgPbrW1nm42B7hcy_WW2Vw4hw5-q8MrW90ysQB6k3gyQW7ch-205ypf4yMXZZJmX_9_zN7cf9Fbz93gKW1tMYp_1HCSB5W7P6nxL8cPvVpW8GxHcV6jMwmYW5PGN6l5LSgfwW10cX0D9936h0W3NP0-z7z4NX4Vl2x8k23_wn-W3YRYZR3W6rx2W3qQCTg8gb-hMN3VmXbzQG79tW6WQ6vS1bB6FNW2FgzkF3cBkpjW76b27B6R7QVVW8-20RR2QVFqyW3RFdTN6v4_pZW5GhTzT2-6sM_W24PkZ95KwT5nW68Pf5K1mr1J6W3QRvdk6MlJFZN6Xfpz7JYl9FW1XxpCd95KfYCW6v8R8r8ztw0CW59gNKH4MlQ6LN3ThRmzDMR2bW3cRfpn9c1wnNW6ysz873tF4G83dyK1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+20053/d13h9Q04/VV-d_54qprpfV935XL1vN_YcV_gMC14Bx63DN24tzx53q90_V1-WJV7CgCvxW3Tx-gk1jk4MVW2QwKck7ys9NcW4f8dG48qS4FPW1ddwSL946JdRW1wNdYb5mHzrKVPy9Rc8mtZdBW6Wjzln13DcWcW1sc2L46p3VbFW809lq88W9S65W8dY_nh25ZCt3W59ymwr95jBH1W3jjZmX5pd21ZW3DK4f44B2ZD-W7BrPgL6bfJrPW4My4D84S5S7pW1QQ80695WryjW1_bs9s40LV4TW6nRQ3l5Fs0xTW1L3fK03lh_45W25FHdY6ts07MW4mVqsz7mqD19W4w4Nzr8GdZs3W4QYb962TYzwxN11Z72BdL1g_W4PpS9K1T_pkPW99cj9l2Y2v2QW6Qsr6n32mlvMW5jw8NC7XDSRyW1tNmRp843hQYW5cjTjR7299Sr3by31
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release from Market Insights Reports. 
  
Corporate Finance V: Following the Deals. Global M&A hit a record high in the first nine 
months of 2021, according to Dealogic. Venture capitalist Marc Andreessen expressed in 
2011 the idea that “software is eating the world.” M&A deals in 2021 fully reflected this 
expression, observed Dealogic. Technology accounted for 27% of global deal value ($1.2 
trillion across 8,797 deals) so far this year, the largest-ever share. 
  
Healthcare came in second place, with 10.5% of total deal value, followed by the real estate 
(6.7%), finance (6.4), utility & energy (6.0), and telecommunications (5.7) sectors. North 
America accounted for more than half (51.2) of global deal value during the first nine 
months, followed by Asia-Pacific (21.6) and Europe (21.3). 
  
By the way, Dealogic emphasized SPACs in its M&A Highlights: First Half 2021. US SPACs 
issuance collapsed in Q2 (see Dealogic’s chart). SPAC business combinations were a 
major theme of US M&A early this year, with 155 deals worth $379 billion announced in H1-
2021 alone. However, SPAC IPO issuance dropped significantly in April, with the bulk of 
activity occurring in Q1. On the other hand, SPACs typically have a 24-month window to 
complete a transaction, so deal-making by SPACs in the US could continue unabated in the 
coming quarters, says Dealogic. 

 

Calendars 
  
US: Wed: ADP Employment 520k; ISM M-PMI & Price Index 61.0/85.5; Motor Vehicle 
Sales; Construction Spending 0.4%; MBA Mortgage Applications; Crude Oil Inventories; 
Beige Book; Powell. Thurs: Initial & Continuous Jobless Claims 240k/2.00m; Natural Gas 
Storage; OPEC Meeting; Barkin, Bostic, Quarles. (Bloomberg estimates) 
  
Global: Wed: Eurozone, Germany, France, Italy, and Spain M-PMIs 
58.6/57.6/54.6/61.1/57.9; Germany Retail Sales 1.0%m/m/-2.0%y/y; UK M-PMI 58.2; UK 
Nationwide HPI 0.5%m/m/9.3%y/y; Australia Retail Sales 4.9%; Beermann, Suzuki. Thurs: 
Eurozone Unemployment Rate 7.3%; Eurozone PPI 3.5%m/m/19.0%y/y; Italy 
Unemployment Rate 9.1%; Japan Household Confidence; Panetta. (Bloomberg estimates) 

 

      
 

      
 

https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+20053/d13h9Q04/VV-d_54qprpfV935XL1vN_YcV_gMC14Bx63DN24tzx53q90_V1-WJV7CgCvxW3Tx-gk1jk4MVW2QwKck7ys9NcW4f8dG48qS4FPW1ddwSL946JdRW1wNdYb5mHzrKVPy9Rc8mtZdBW6Wjzln13DcWcW1sc2L46p3VbFW809lq88W9S65W8dY_nh25ZCt3W59ymwr95jBH1W3jjZmX5pd21ZW3DK4f44B2ZD-W7BrPgL6bfJrPW4My4D84S5S7pW1QQ80695WryjW1_bs9s40LV4TW6nRQ3l5Fs0xTW1L3fK03lh_45W25FHdY6ts07MW4mVqsz7mqD19W4w4Nzr8GdZs3W4QYb962TYzwxN11Z72BdL1g_W4PpS9K1T_pkPW99cj9l2Y2v2QW6Qsr6n32mlvMW5jw8NC7XDSRyW1tNmRp843hQYW5cjTjR7299Sr3by31
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+20053/d13h9Q04/VV-d_54qprpfV935XL1vN_YcV_gMC14Bx63DN24tzww3q90pV1-WJV7CgZx1W69ct4j5QXSZDW90clyr2B_wQxN2qlsDVkP4hCW6j4r082_y_z4W7h7Hm42JKfTxW5jYSyg5kGbwQW5vjqZ36thDHlW1hp_kV3XhnzDW6RBGwk5xWjlfN4DGQ5Gx0vnPW38WchS6BPkkGW7V1zzK7-1Q8YW5FB9Vt8rlx2FW1v68bP5SBDRxW86hKMg7b0qS4W1X6rrt4k-_pcN1Nr-ryyKZrTVF7LMB1dQD3yW69GNrP8FcvczW3SwKGp3h2HbNW18_-gp7rVvhWW7_863j4s1gZFW3npvMC4PPWWdVGLxbj330kj5W5PFk9f52wCg1W2-l3vF8YBXT43kb31
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+20053/d13h9Q04/VV-d_54qprpfV935XL1vN_YcV_gMC14Bx63DN24tzwc3q905V1-WJV7CgHk7N1K_9X2vrxldW24Xm7G882HgLW4Jbnlh93ZG3hMQQ8C-X8kMyW46l0hH36bM18W1Wy_kR7jRlkJW2qywHY6QdLBbW5_vcyx19vpLqW4rXFTq53bj__N1HK8DBLlWJHW6QpmVz16yySLW3fMn092gB1fsW2s4Q9_9gKSzfW3RgGyy2F9WQZW2dC9855VnHPJW2Jg7FK7wYN4gV3hBrz5Mh4g0W7WmVsj8lln81N4-5xWFnqTlZN7DwhW-Y1WNbW3KJSpy7FVv2FW5JVC9Q67dLWgW5fYDd36Tt5dRW2jj0bq3Q0jH538nh1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+20053/d13h9Q04/VV-d_54qprpfV935XL1vN_YcV_gMC14Bx63DN24tzww3q90pV1-WJV7CgTZ7W2X4SJn7Br5C9W6kjB326p7Bw1W4X0DB-3-qX9dW5NlXqh5cGGzfW4ZLZ184cwhLhN7b987FNWJ2PW1vtbcn7JyVtPV9_95s2F_G-0W8N6x5q3bPKvkN4MzQZP79rXYW2Y5b6P2MmwlBW6TwCDt56wbvZVS7nym7x1_qVVBTf6F3h2rCBW3FhFPF3YrZKPW2NV8Q_67V2kvW7QyjZr6YGwHNW5pgFJw4B15J_W7VKLWk2R3hwSW8ZZsNj8kXWxNW7Nm2d-1J8lsVW93TFfK3xs70zVV9Lfz7GWfqgN3K8B2hLWCRlW8l-M_c368Jy1W2Md7GN5gNDTc3pGt1
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Strategy Indicators 
  
MSCI World & Region Net Earnings Revisions (link): Analysts’ recent earnings revisions 
through November suggest sharply weaker, yet still positive, optimism about profits 
throughout the world. The US MSCI’s NERI was positive in November for a 16th straight 
month after 14 negative readings, but dropped to a 16-month low of 6.1% from 14.4% in 
October. That compares to post-pandemic high of 21.1% in July and an 11-year low of -
36.9% in May 2020. The AC World ex-US MSCI’s NERI was positive for a 14th month after 
30 straight negative readings, but dropped to a 13-month low of 1.7% from 4.2%. That 
compares to July’s high of 6.4% and an 11-year low of -23.9% in May 2020. NERI turned 
negative in November for EM Asia and Emerging Markets as all but the EM Eastern Europe 
region weakened m/m. Here are November’s scores among the regional MSCIs: EM 
Eastern Europe (8.0% in November, up from 6.7% in October), EMU (7.8, 12.3), Europe ex-
UK (7.4, 12.2), Europe (7.1, 11.4), US (6.1 [16-month low], 14.4), EAFE (5.6, 8.9), AC 
World (2.9 [15-month low], 6.8), AC World ex-US (1.7 [13-month low], 4.2), EM Latin 
America (0.5 [14-month low], 4.4), Emerging Markets (-0.9 [15-month low], 0.8), and EM 
Asia (-1.5 [16-month low], 0.3).  

MSCI Countries Net Earnings Revisions (link): NERI was positive for 32/44 MSCI 
countries in November. That’s unchanged from October, but down from 34/44 in September 
and 38/44 during May, which had matched the record-high count from November 2009. 
That also compares to zero countries with positive NERI from April to June 2020. NERI 
improved m/m in November for 16/44 countries, up from 6/44 in October. Among the 
countries with improving NERI in November, only the Czech Republic was at a record high, 
and three had their highest readings in more than four years: Egypt, the Philippines, and 
Turkey. The US and the following five countries have had positive NERI for 16 straight 
months: Canada, Korea, Norway, Sweden, and Taiwan. New Zealand has the worst 
negative-NERI streak, at 14 months, followed by Hong Kong (6), Thailand (5), and 
Singapore (4). NERI flipped back into positive territory for Indonesia, Israel, and Pakistan, 
but turned negative for Argentina, Brazil, and South Africa. The highest NERI readings in 
November: Austria (30.0%), Hungary (22.5), the Czech Republic (19.8), Turkey (16.2), and 
Norway (16.2). The weakest NERIs occurred this month in New Zealand (-16.0), Peru (-
10.0), Hong Kong (-8.0), Belgium (-6.7), and Brazil (-4.3).  

AC World ex-US MSCI (link):This index has fallen 1.8% in local-currency terms so far in 
November, and is up 8.1% ytd. In US dollar terms, the index is down a greater 3.6% in 
November to a lesser 2.5% gain for 2021 to date. Local-currency forward revenues rose 
1.9% m/m and has risen 8.3% since it bottomed in late January, but remains 5.4% below its 

https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+20053/d13h9Q04/VV-d_54qprpfV935XL1vN_YcV_gMC14Bx63DN24tzwc3q905V1-WJV7CgYNLW1mT7Rn34qVDCW38v_KR6mn00YVgwwqY8BB4znW6q_M2k867tV1W1GbznV7mRZhjN4sx-_qGzvmBW7BKJ4Y82BB0CW3mJWjq4nS0XtN7QcBdL19PsrW7kJ7D-159vR3W5ghjCB4PwkBcN6k-F9K5lbJZW8hP0B495lM9LW375dGZ8wvZD9VXjrDY2Q_kcJN49kDb8SZbwmW7xqlXT6lZ27VN8ZcXbZ8q29lW57gxz_1-70DdW8NwZhP8W77kZW5b3gWr47tKdCW8rMqYk7DKpd_W83StJt5_z2WZW3cjwTH7g_B_Q3m3_1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+20053/d13h9Q04/VV-d_54qprpfV935XL1vN_YcV_gMC14Bx63DN24tzwc3q905V1-WJV7CgYCYW5m1ZFP1ZHPkRW5xQty24HXBxNW6fLGL_8zqwpWN3-YfbH2Nk8rW2LHcVl4qV6lBN67HbqsvBrKJTcqhY1xxHP5W3vVn0D7cHf4cW5ZqdGP761nB6W3w6BZj66ysMXW6p0XQT7SLF1_W8zZlW81B3j8RW908xn66prBgjW4XPT0S198k97N5G73zTYFYgjW7slRS354TSsmW80KlCW4jy4NTW6QdrWF5ZjXR2W4B94Hm52YVjpW6TPvtR1lKvVbN6_6plBw1k8SW8Rl6GR26690xW4WSjgj7nt9-gN1m7Dp02PMxl35Lg1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+20053/d13h9Q04/VV-d_54qprpfV935XL1vN_YcV_gMC14Bx63DN24tzvX3q8_QV1-WJV7CgRlPVqrk3n1JZTB-N5jMTg0b7Vt5W1mjTLM32RtC2N4zbCYd3QNPFW5blKYh9jL5W6W8SKyK_4dVbyFW6Qfswd6bTn2kW7xhqq07mLdn3W24Z93y3fcVSyW4t6gVB5bp6skW2ztfvl2kJ6DLW68m5gl6TcVTBN5XqKTvvCMPTW8h8D-B1KW-vJVFhvqP5SZY-TW1dWvzq76FbgNN2gGCQBpRH0cW5PB1Cb4VbNlDW61GH215pQFkXN3_4_J1GZnncW248jFH1917gdW2DZGsj87dPxd39BM1
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record high of May 2019. Local-currency forward earnings rose 2.3% m/m to another record 
high, its first since October 2018, and has soared 45.0% since it bottomed in July 2020. 
Revenues are expected to rise 14.4% in 2021 and 6.2% in 2022 following a decline of 6.2% 
in 2020, and earnings are expected to increase 53.9% (2021) and 6.8% (2022) after falling 
13.9% (2020). The industry analysts’ sales forecasts imply short-term 12-month forward 
revenue growth (STRG) of 7.1% and short-term 12-month forward earnings growth (STEG) 
of 9.7%, compared to 4.1% and 10.0% before Covid-19 hit the news. These measures 
bottomed at -0.1% and -0.3%, respectively, during May 2020. The profit margin implied by 
analysts’ earnings and revenue estimates calls for a gain to 9.1% in 2021 and 9.2% in 2022 
from 6.8% in 2020. The record-high forward profit margin forecast of 9.2% is up from a 10-
year low of 6.6% at the end of May 2020 and first exceeded its prior 9.0% record high from 
September 2007 during August. The Net Earnings Revision Index (NERI) for the AC World 
ex-US MSCI was positive in November for a 14th straight month following 30 negative 
readings. It dropped to a 13-month low of 1.7% in November from 4.2% in October, which 
compares to a 12-year high of 6.4% in July and an 11-year low of -23.9% in May 2020. The 
forward P/E of 14.7 remains close to early October’s 17-month low of 14.2 and compares to 
an 18-year high of 17.1 in mid-February. The forward P/E drops to 14.2 using normalized 
forward earnings. Those readings are up from their March 2020 lows of 10.8 and 10.2, 
respectively. The index’s current 21% discount to the World MSCI P/E is at a record low 
now.  

Emerging Markets MSCI (link): The EM MSCI price index has fallen 3.6% in US dollar 
terms so far in November to a 5.6% decline ytd. In local-currency terms, EM is down a tad 
lesser 2.6% in November to a smaller ytd loss of 2.8%. Local-currency forward revenues 
gained 2.0% m/m and has risen 9.1% since its bottom in late January but is still down 6.3% 
from its record high in May 2019. Local-currency forward earnings rose 1.1% m/m to a new 
record high and is up 39.1% since its bottom in June 2020. Revenues are expected to rise 
19.1% in 2021 and 8.0% in 2022 after falling 1.2% in 2020. That’s expected to lead to an 
earnings gain of 55.4% in 2021 and 5.9% in 2022, following a 2.5% drop in 2020. 
Forecasted STRG of 9.0% is down from April’s 11-year high of 12.6%, which compares to a 
five-year low of 3.6% at the end of April 2020. STEG has dropped to 8.5% from a record 
high of 33.7% in December 2020, but that’s up from a 14-month low of 7.5% in April 2020. 
The implied profit margin is expected to rise from 6.3% in 2020 to 8.2% in 2021 before 
dropping to 8.0% in 2022. The forward profit margin of 8.0% is up from a four-year low of 
6.1% at the end of May 2020 and compares to its 10.3% record high in December 2007. 
NERI was negative in November for the first time since August 2020, as it dropped to a 15-
month low of -0.9% from 0.8% in October. That compares to an 11-year high of 6.0% in 
February and an 11-year low of -18.7% in May 2020. Emerging Markets’ forward P/E of 

https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+20053/d13h9Q04/VV-d_54qprpfV935XL1vN_YcV_gMC14Bx63DN24tzwc3q905V1-WJV7CgNS5W964t_P5fRYcqW8RP0sm6N3LrxW5pRdlq9b78nLW2mB2c_99wnb8W109xvr1QFKypW2PsMzm2-nySrVKL85X3F5_4tW1f4MwN8MvJ4_W1bfClT7khS5HVlyMX-2cqVR2W7WtHSH46nl8cW5mBDCY7L0FC2N5pGzsNGpLkHW5Rfcgn18RLYJMZ_2sVjBgdBW5QdZlT1gRHyZW4pz-G752L-rsW6cp9tM6gvKvBW4dr1-W71W2LdW6y-CCN4-_twZW8zFpP35CJF_LW2hNdtW40YDGXW7JrLWf3MkqZmN5m1G8qNrWhX31yb1
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12.9 is up from a 17-month low of 12.5 in early October and compares to a record high of 
16.3 in mid-February. The P/E drops to 12.4 using normalized forward earnings. That’s up 
sharply from those figures’ March 2020 lows of 10.1 and 9.3, respectively. The index is 
trading at a 30% discount to the World MSCI P/E, which is its biggest discount since 2005. 

EMU MSCI (link): The EMU MSCI price index has fallen 2.4% in local-currency terms so far 
in November to a ytd gain of 15.6%. In US dollar terms, EMU is down a greater 5.0% in 
November to a smaller ytd gain of 6.5%. Local-currency forward revenues gained 1.4% m/m 
and has risen 8.5% since its bottom in late January but is still 10.0% below its record high in 
September 2008. Local-currency forward earnings gained 3.2% m/m and is up 52.5% since 
its bottom in July 2020, but remains 13.0% below its record high from January 2008. 
Revenues are expected to rise 11.1% in 2021 and 5.2% in 2022 after falling 8.1% in 2020. 
That’s expected to lead to an earnings gain of 69.5% in 2021 and 8.0% in 2022, following a 
29.7% decline in 2020. Forecasted STRG of 5.7% is down from a record-high 8.3% during 
April, but that’s up from an 11-year low of -0.9% during April 2020. STEG has dropped to 
11.0% from a record high of 47.4% in December 2020, but that’s up from a record low of -
6.7% in April 2020. The implied profit margin is expected to rise from 5.5% in 2020 to 8.4% 
in 2021 and 8.6% in 2022. The forward profit margin has risen to a 12-year high of 8.6% 
from a 12-year low of 6.0% at the end of July 2020, but remains well below its 9.1% record 
high in October 2007. NERI was positive in November for an 11th month after 27 straight 
negative readings, but dropped to 7.8% from 12.3% in October and from a record high of 
15.2% in September. That compares to a record low of -35.9% in May 2020. EMU’s forward 
P/E of 16.0 is up from a 17-month low of 15.3 in early October, which compares to a record 
high of 18.3 in July 2020. The P/E drops to 15.3 using normalized forward earnings. That’s 
up sharply from those figures’ March 2020 lows of 10.2 and 9.7, respectively. The index is 
trading at a 14% discount to the World MSCI P/E, which is in line with its discount since 
2001. 

China MSCI (link): The China MSCI price index is the ninth worst performer of the 49 MSCI 
countries so far in November, with a decline of 4.8% in local currency terms. Its 19.6% ytd 
decline ranks second-worst ytd. Local-currency forward revenues has risen 6.5% since its 
five-year low in June 2021 and was up 2.7% m/m, but is still down 33.3% from its record 
high in October 2014. Local-currency forward earnings is up 11.7% since its bottom in June 
2020, and gained 1.4% m/m to 8.2% below its record high in June 2018. Revenues are 
expected to rise 18.3% in 2021 and 9.6% in 2022 after 0.2% growth in 2020. That’s 
expected to lead to an earnings gain of 13.6% in 2021 and 16.0% in 2022, following a 4.1% 
gain in 2020. Forecasted STRG of 10.3% is down from an 11-year high of 13.5% in April, 
but that’s up from a five-year low of 5.0% at the end of April 2020. STEG has dropped to 

https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+20053/d13h9Q04/VV-d_54qprpfV935XL1vN_YcV_gMC14Bx63DN24tzvX3q8_QV1-WJV7CgC-zW45C2dC4-qyLxW92d3Rp24NtRRW61vyVf4wd9PdW6g-gBF7bs6wkN7MXhW0lZfhPW4cCbJz8zZTPsW1VpFl-72V_wPW57G-c76XRKNPW50JMBF5DSp7gW7WHfPx24NwG1VwGY7S5n623gW2BqG9-8FyTv4W2hphwy65wvLsW7Yygrq2nzfxsW34JSkV4Q_-sWW5xLf6v93wkmwW1CfzL748Fk8xW6cvkXl2z-RBCVjm83h1MVrmlW3Vwryf2JCqYJW1KhyHv4TCw16N24pPVxgwr-j3b1-1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+20053/d13h9Q04/VV-d_54qprpfV935XL1vN_YcV_gMC14Bx63DN24tzvX3q8_QV1-WJV7CgLnZW5gQT0y8nZmfzN83xWqys72TNW5tdW4F7WVGQcW6m0BKn3q88LrW7LH6nw3yCZ6nW3tRgXX3Lw5MnW8RDcBn1vz_kmVl2QC115jb34VSjxd81cb8ydW8bBXff7G2LLLW6GfL0G7D-VQBW1xVT7l1R_PnfW91j57v7Lx14fW6TtBmp6ywST0W6S0kJD3TTDdgN802Nc6khgVcW29Hckn26zGTpW8qDYRW2ZHbhcVwsSJM2ZcbNXW6kbsM13YgwjyW3tcL_S67L1H8W1wQkgM4WVm2J3lrh1
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14.8% from a 10-year high of 18.6% during December 2020, which compares to a four-year 
low of 8.0% in April 2020. The implied profit margin ranks as one of the lowest in the world; 
it’s expected to drop y/y to 4.7% in 2021 from 5.0% in 2020 and to rise to 5.0% in 2022. The 
forward profit margin of 5.0% is down from a record high of 5.2% in July, but that’s little 
changed from its pandemic low of 4.5% in May 2020. NERI was negative for a third straight 
month in November, dropping to a 16-month low of -2.8% from -0.9% in October. That 
ranks tenth worst among the 44 MSCI countries that we follow. China’s forward P/E of 13.4 
remains near early October’s 16-month low of 12.6 and drops to 12.5 using normalized 
forward earnings. That compares to those figures’ March 2020 lows of 10.5 and 9.8, 
respectively. The index is trading at a 27% discount to the World MSCI P/E, which is near 
its biggest discount since 2015. 

 

US Economic Indicators 
  
Consumer Confidence (link): Consumer confidence fell in November for the fourth time in 
five months, dropping 2.1 points m/m and 19.4 points over the period to a nine-month low of 
109.5. According to Lynn Franco, senior director of economic indicators at the Conference 
Board, “concerns about rising prices—and, to a lesser degree, the Delta variant—were the 
primary drivers of the slight decline in confidence” last month. The present situation 
component fell 3.0 points in November and 17.1 points during the five months through 
November to a seven-month low of 142.5, while the expectations component sank 1.4 
points and 20.9 points over the comparable periods to an 11-month low of 87.6. (The 
present situation and expectations components had increased 1.2 points and 2.3 points, 
respectively, in October after a three-month slide.) Consumers’ appraisal of current 
business conditions deteriorated in November as the percentage saying conditions are 
good (to 17.0% from 18.3%) fell and the percentage saying conditions are bad (29.0 from 
25.5) rose. The former has dropped steadily since reaching a recent high of 25.2% in June, 
while the latter increased from a recent low of 19.1% in June. Meanwhile, consumers’ 
assessment of the labor market improved, with those saying jobs are plentiful (to 58.0% 
from 54.8%) posting its highest percentage on record and those saying jobs are hard to get 
(11.1 from 11.0) not far from its record low of 9.6% recorded during July 2000. Looking at 
the expectations measures: The percentage of consumers expecting business conditions to 
improve (to 24.1% from 22.7%) over the next six months rose from recent lows, while the 
percentage that expects conditions to worsen (20.7 from 21.9) dipped a bit from recent 
highs. Meanwhile, the short-term labor market outlook deteriorated, with the percentage 
expecting jobs to be more available (to 22.1% from 24.4%) falling and the percentage 

      
 

https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+20053/d13h9Q04/VV-d_54qprpfV935XL1vN_YcV_gMC14Bx63DN24tzwc3q905V1-WJV7CgSLjN6b5QnNBLg5CW34jM1B4Tcj3KW4j6BWz8C1xB-N796Q6jT2xZkN5yQvJfZHcK4W6xyZ0T8MNVxWW3p32b172VhhKW3N_FZz6zt5JBW25KXG31PGQH-W6vhTfr1ZXG4bW96320K1k1PTWW2hc7cn7VjNTYN2NPZ_wl4p0YW2lQPbD5Tz9nRW6vCHp3626SNmW4dR4CY5mzbMkW1VHYQ27xzW8mN2BNcN6rmsMSW4y7cyL4fp39LMk3WDnpbj8bW318DNB5v7ZrWW1pLYSK6CPRtcVw6bYH6lx2hzW5GPz5Q8H9bdD3hsw1
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expecting fewer jobs (18.7 from 18.9) little changed. According to the report, the 
Conference Board is predicting “a good holiday season for retailers and confidence levels 
suggest the economic expansion will continue into early 2022.” They do caution, however, 
that consumer confidence and spending could face headwinds from rising prices and a 
potential resurgence of Covid in coming months.  

 

Global Economic Indicators 
  
Eurozone CPI Flash Estimate (link): November’s CPI headline rate is expected to 
accelerate for the fifth month, to a record-high 4.9% y/y; prior to that five-month 
acceleration, it had slowed from a then-30-month high of 2.0% in May to 1.9% in June. 
Looking at the main components, once again energy (27.4% y/y) is forecast to post the 
biggest gain—recording its largest year-over-year increase on record. The services inflation 
rate is expected to pick up for the fifth successive month, from 0.7% in June (which was the 
slowest since the end of 2020) to 2.7% y/y in November, the highest since 2008. 
Meanwhile, the yearly rate for food, alcohol & tobacco is expected to accelerate from 1.9% 
to a 17-month high of 2.2% y/y, while the rate for non-energy industrial goods is forecast to 
pick up to 2.4% y/y after slowing slow from 2.6% in August (which was the highest rate 
since the mid-1990s) to 2.0% in October. Of the top four Eurozone economies, rates for 
Germany (6.0% y/y) and Spain (5.6) are expected to be above the headline rate of 4.9%, 
while rates for Italy (4.0) and France (3.4) are expected to be below.  
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