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What’s Up with TINA? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
US Stocks & Bonds I: There Are Alternatives. TINA has been around the block a few 
times during the current bull market, which started in 2009. The acronym stands for “There 
Is No Alternative.” The simple concept is that stock prices have advanced mostly because 
there is no alternative asset class worth buying. 
  
Presumably, TINA made more and more sense as bond yields mostly declined since 2009, 
falling to record lows since the pandemic. The 10-year US Treasury bond yield was 2.82% 
during March 2009. It has been below 2.00% since August 1, 2019 (Fig. 1). The yield on the 
high-yield corporate bond composite fell from the low double digits to under 5.00% since 
November 17, 2020 (Fig. 2). 
  
This might explain why equity ETFs have attracted record net inflows of $658.2 billion over 
the past 12 months through September (Fig. 3). But that explanation doesn’t jibe with the 
other relevant flow-of-funds data. Consider the following: 
  
(1) Equities. The record inflow into equity ETFs was offset by a significant net outflow of 
$387.7 billion from equity mutual funds over the 12 months through September. As a result, 
the net inflow into equity mutual funds plus ETFs was $270.5 billion over the past 12 
months through September. That was the best since February 2018. But this series has 
been in positive territory during only the past four months through September following 23 
months of negative readings. This suggests that retail investors have been mostly late to 
the party, missing much of the dramatic doubling of the S&P 500 from March 2020 through 
August 2021. 
  
(2) Liquid assets. Undoubtedly, many retail and institutional investors have quarantined 

 
Check out the accompanying chart collection. 
  
(1) “TINA” isn’t the only acronym in town. (2) Big inflows into equity ETFs. (3) Big outflows from equity 
mutual funds. (4) A couple of extra trillion dollars here and there. (5) Lots of excess saving. (6) Bond 
funds having more fun. (7) The Fed taketh away. (8) Tapering around the corner. (9) From FAAMGs 
to GAMMAs. (10) Excluding GAMMAs, S&P 500 forward P/E more reasonable. (11) Smith, Marx, 
Schumpeter, Keynes, and Samuelson: What they got wrong. 

https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VW6Smz5knn30W397YGT5HXDMwW1n-N734zmT0tN5QLhSQ3q8_QV1-WJV7CgQ0cW5bgwkN4H99rzW3T-whs5Pfh4fW38tfdM7Z4tNcVY3rg744YpW2W66fdS13gnqFFW3SgFxs2sbcqqW5nByVr6RTyVPN1TVJcHkjCfBW3RJJ6R287xt4W6LTlbR1BTgYpN9jJc4PwMY_wW1XtMJ62rgH7kW9jrX863-6B0GW3WvF691lF__hW8Gb1Wm2Z56k3W5x9sjv1MJCH9W2j_pJK2DhLLrN1f6v3h-hgx5W4hDrnt93jQgLW3HJc9R159bTWW6KQFrn6bFJxNW7Dhgj987crvH3p4d1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VW6Smz5knn30W397YGT5HXDMwW1n-N734zmT0tN5QLhSQ3q8_QV1-WJV7Cg-9fW34XrLL2mmHmNW4WRWtH2RZykkW6stSBx1kyGs9W7-zwTQ8yHkVPW8nlhPX8wJx02W2n89cJ7qpmlhW46V6J87Mk4xlVwcYnG2GFWYDW6mNBqh9dMdj-W3GXwC698tlMkW1f6gjK60hGMRW4Z089_4hsN9hW7_vjyh1fWrZQW17YFb46vzG1rW7jjbYK6FzwCTW6z_VP64JcvVKW3NmkWg6dHVQYW6zf8d_5BCmPFW3b814D8gky6pW5wY38r606VkgW61f7k17qtJKLN1yM4qPdGCRJ3lzx1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VW6Smz5knn30W397YGT5HXDMwW1n-N734zmT0tN5QLhSQ3q8_QV1-WJV7CgPZ5W5Ml-rJ6qr93cW24Jvw21FGBqFW8y5gZG5rtlTZVHMFZ44-N9TXW7ZrlqC7QG-7vW9hgNZr5XQnJRW3srXF52gNVgxN5HNM1nh_7XKW122Rp98qXD0MW5Hz__P1x9mjJN4bs6YpSPBMmVB8HpK6RQyQfW704ym460dctPV4H6sn13WlZNW7MFQ0W7mvkWxW6MyWFl3S1X60W6B0JDw1nVtzxW3w9MK53NCXTxW6qN6511f0FGdW8hy8f86Lk7LfW7gQRrq373qDwW1Cd7_Y8pS3pZ2F-1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VW8Jsn3wlBSZN6vGMykFWklWW8SvcRS4zmRQ3N2K0T333q8_QV1-WJV7CgM2BW6SPMcH1w9C2TVclJ3r7TpMyYN7Yzqbr5jkSGW9gFFj-2B81WnN5fhbwNqPFkCN5DGDmL7sW4TW2rjmJG1jT02VW28lLZz5C-jf9W2bT81-6jbVjXW9bptPZ72rrLsW269--42CK-wsW4nRy8S2ws2BKW8FtsFS2jHkDQW4gr2Hl6R6MPBW19RK196Ll2sqW1rmqwj51DgbJW2JtTyj1Mh-HpW8t3JGF8fsYYpN77m1h--HS0GW1g9Rx43q3lpFW3kFWtM6JFHWwW7wjHc-6PYyDK3b3V1
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themselves in the money markets since the pandemic started. Since the start of the 
pandemic during February 2020 through September of this year, M2 is up $5.6 trillion to a 
record $21.0 trillion (Fig. 4). Eyeballing the chart, we conclude that M2 is currently about 
$3.0-$4.0 trillion above the pre-pandemic trend line. 
  
The demand deposits component of M2 is up $2.9 trillion to a record $4.5 trillion since 
February 2020 (Fig. 5). Demand deposits accounted for 21.5% of M2 during September, the 
highest reading since July 1975 (Fig. 6). Over the past 20 months through September, 
personal saving has totaled a record $2.8 trillion (Fig. 7). 
  
(3) Bonds. Meanwhile, money has been pouring into bond mutual funds and ETFs (Fig. 8). 
Indeed, the 12-month sum of these net inflows rose to a record high of $1.0 trillion during 
April of this year. This series remained significant during September at $821.5 billion, with 
bond mutual funds attracting $617.8 billion and bond ETFs attracting $203.6 billion. 
  
(4) The Fed. While the demand for bonds remained surprisingly strong since the start of the 
pandemic, the Fed has been reducing the supply of bonds. Since the last week of February 
2020 through the last week of October, the Fed has purchased $4.2 trillion in US Treasuries 
and agency bonds (Fig. 9). 
  
The Fed’s purchases have boosted demand deposits at commercial banks at the same time 
as loan demand has been flat (Fig. 10). As a result, commercial banks have purchased $1.4 
trillion in US Treasuries and agencies since the last week of February through the October 
20 week. 
  
(5) Foreigners. Also reducing the supply of US Treasuries and agencies have been foreign 
investors. Over the past 12 months through August, they barely purchased any Treasuries, 
but they did snap up $441.2 billion in agencies (Fig. 11). By the way, foreigners’ net 
purchases of US equities totaled $243.8 billion over the past 12 months through August. 
  
(6) Bottom line. So there have been alternatives to stocks after all, namely bonds and liquid 
assets. 
  
US Stocks & Bonds II: The Valuation Questions. Our review of the flow of funds above 
certainly explains why the 10-year US Treasury bond yield has been fluctuating around 
1.50% this year rather than rising over 2.00%—as the jump in inflation from February 
through August of this year suggests it should (Fig. 12). Similarly bearish for bonds are the 
copper/gold prices ratio and the ISM’s manufacturing PMI (Fig. 13 and Fig. 14).  

https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VW6Smz5knn30W397YGT5HXDMwW1n-N734zmT0tN5QLhSQ3q8_QV1-WJV7CgWMnW3RLhjl909554W2BdFfB7c8MMVW6Z2lX71wdr83W27BYN85fwhyMVcVpsv35Th7HW55SdS17qPtCFW2fBkS53sHhJdW2gN3H15lHhrqW3PxYvh7hlV0RN639zdBR9tY6W4HMjbv887zpJW7G1jv57KN-7vN14Vs9hLLjTVW7mqXPb5v24qrW26kF1Z5BJlrkW4PLxwD5PpH8HW3wW82Y5kZSX5N5bGv0xFPnwsW6BBdTP72WWKxW7FHhmh32gKnVW88RSrs6vyPpGW2HRP_W1sZCx73n0-1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VW6Smz5knn30W397YGT5HXDMwW1n-N734zmT0tN5QLhSQ3q8_QV1-WJV7CgX41W5rbfGy8jj7jWVrC8N42Y45gSN54xqkPmn1KWW3hckFt1YkwKYW4T5zSV19rbrNW5kpM6B2BZ_DGW4Xbz-c7vS0R_W717tND6HxWVjVtcZdj7x4b_BW20NMzy2WjfgqW5RmSqJ4fB8lBW12qnNj9h00HTW974rqG6NsvnhW8L6HTR1ykJN0W5fLg_c7zFQPfVY8BRV5Q7SSlW7Z5NsX5GS6JJW3tLq234BZxsSW8nnhsQ6SZSJnW7tll_x2mTmnCW2RW66H5dWjjrW6hRHpz21dv9y314Y1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VW6Smz5knn30W397YGT5HXDMwW1n-N734zmT0tN5QLhSQ3q8_QV1-WJV7CgDnrW9jkn2h7TcDHCW4CHt8k1r3F2rW6dn0Gw3SpKTrW96qG6n1RcD6LW6JJH3B3tBn8qW60JTHH8wb6PLW6lFVFs1RS93QW5v2DQc6nbdhKW1ZxTWp1ZthjbW6dBlZV1Xt82TW6CY9j953cYkmW1MM1fc9h-wxHW6-HLrk5sk333W2MqKqc6N5YlXW2pNgfv52kDMBW8fcKpw59v6kbW6qcPzj1Rgt4MW8t7Gb42DNbf_W5zw4YC7y98jXN2GT4Y3Yq51NW3VDNgt3Rpsk0N6L5b6qcTq-L36-H1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VW6Smz5knn30W397YGT5HXDMwW1n-N734zmT0tN5QLhSQ3q8_QV1-WJV7CgJz7W3Xk5474lF4z0VCgghX8SJC5DW483w4938FRXRW1r0nDj2rsRk_W3bnc4J8FkBS1W6rWx4v3rR-kVW3GGXx26vnzSFW3y_jsq5-pgNcN32Rv6DppCQwN8B3NpbMGdqhW2zr9s21RmyxNW13_yV66S8y-kW4Hy5HW711LTkW3ZXRlJ4ydVQpW5xTQt93yYh1MVdwbT37RWZ82W8z1Sbh5xw2BXW59vDxM70hbnXW1WH0sZ7t8ySgW1WbHQX3b0sQsW7hF4RC90LQfzW5p2zH951Q8Ss3lg71
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VW6Smz5knn30W397YGT5HXDMwW1n-N734zmT0tN5QLhSQ3q8_QV1-WJV7CgVQ4W7x4ssV3smC-NW4Dy49j10r2QDW1jY9_K5HwlRkW5J2j178ZLw63W28f3dm2dKlxbW3LL-7d5WhSp5VjSWVN4y3GQFW3vKDsy6Cg054W354d-f2TkQW-W2HCj4v4kpyKlW8zbtHw6gCDqnW4smB0B6Rx8JLW6TT92H5YGntkN2ftzLqt0KzqW4zBtDQ36-13NW1tT0RQ3cB5GPN8n_jwLJ9wXtW4wCqs88TWz_DW53v6gq6ZrRP4W1qwnr53PmTV3W1GMbmw8pF7mYW2VglhJ8VMPGx35Bp1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VW6Smz5knn30W397YGT5HXDMwW1n-N734zmT0tN5QLhSQ3q8_QV1-WJV7CgDFkW8ccYXm7g7q7BW969_W17BQ2yHW2_Q9tj3nmdctW8KDkt41F-xGWW8s6_nz4q7G6CW4BcTN545WbvLW1-hCjg91vb7KW8rDkVz2-JBtBW2DxBBz2lyh1BW93mpsD4BLmL8W1YzsRH6yTDZvW7Z4r8P5mY-tRW6ncN495gWKwMW28pjRv5583ppVXRkFX9dC9qjW2V8NMn6mp-FdW5MYTY65zqcV_W2-bSch3ryW_6W8Yj8nq4GkGg8W6cHSPr3pjxtdW6kKJVW8y2xp-W5RpVPH6-Y23R34_l1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VW6Smz5knn30W397YGT5HXDMwW1n-N734zmT0tN5QLhT53q905V1-WJV7CgVz4W1Gsy7l8CWZJLW2070gl1LlZzSW3H2TGh49jKJBW5hpM_f264t1HN8SPgRFty6bRW8JD8bK7_LR0KW5NPSXM82QN9kW72ktbr41_4T-N3Fys5ZxnrRjW3mcFtv3psTPbW47-y9M293nT2V9SGS35r3nmvW5M86D_7_nDNqV54VmQ1c3xHZW1MwFGV97_T2XW1HT-Vd8w6gRXVNfyym4Jzl31W3fFnNN3kKK8zW704Qm-37KwJtW4-VpPf3bP2GmW3QJXSy5NC9fXW96F18-4KG3ZzN3Gp-lY6RFHXW6w8tcF2-YGPX3jfs1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VW6Smz5knn30W397YGT5HXDMwW1n-N734zmT0tN5QLhT53q905V1-WJV7CgW4_W8dFLrj6CBF8zW59KZzb6J7d0kW27t79g64vfFZW9b9QWT8_8nvbN6cKZxgPtqgLW6M1cKc2K4YrxW8D3nrT1W4TxJW5WD0sl314dR3Vmvypk5bqyBSVm7FS84GSlhZW3-rPD94SDftSW82tBnz14CV68W5zrbsM4X9RsSW8VGg7R5wdQrYW556BJY2lwd89W8rK_1w3lQqHrW2NXD5-6dbyM9W86bWsT580zF6W5H6h7C8mddqNVdQrlD22Gb5_W4ngCGS8SYYYvW40GBqr8mwm7JW73z-MM1P8Xy4W4LLJ3C2jnt3K3jK21
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VW6Smz5knn30W397YGT5HXDMwW1n-N734zmT0tN5QLhT53q905V1-WJV7CgF9cW3dbL6p49TDcgW6zhtn34RFlP_W9hk-Db4sdBjtW8SY3VN4QgGj-W4vCztm80J5MNW5l_Css5YCpWbN3FsWpf8mHFYW2qrpGY2Ws3ydW5h-jxw1ldTKyW4mPJZN2ljJJ2W2KsJ6F3F-TtnW7yBR1M75TBQMW8tYxwh78GkrYW2P0Q8d8XYFKtW32m-yR5sm6tMW8H8tQy5XnLQbW3JW3D28C3zdKW1c6ZDB3TsFFPW8QcZgJ8BSNRmVBzYwd5B_T63W4JXXF32Z2QcfW5gNY3c9lmPV1W5ljFNN6RbV57N4575H6Lv1sY3pPQ1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VW6Smz5knn30W397YGT5HXDMwW1n-N734zmT0tN5QLhT53q905V1-WJV7CgNf-N7bWTgV_C6S2W79zbm1399dysW2Djtp01rYLWpW3wmkSZ6CPYqNW37wSm075CllgVrvs577sCYrpW3rSfYL4G6R9FW1wSLgL3n43KBW3-rVFg2hrM3qN735C__5sm7KW3wL11G1LkJpGW3441f093hYdbW41w7s-4hVTlWW1rPpJ232-hJWW66N0gY3qPNlpN3whv6GpYwR7N5ZGjlbVKk69W3MkWg68Qs0V2W3Yd-H298mk1vN76TC5hC7_FkW88HdCP4KfZXRW3-kDlg81rRckW5XrX-l8_5vQgW48bt6M3grf6C33S21
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VW6Smz5knn30W397YGT5HXDMwW1n-N734zmT0tN5QLhT53q905V1-WJV7CgW4-W3Y6wZV46LyB2N9cDkkT_PxjGW8DTB_42Dv-80W5Sydkf1mQxB_W4jzfTk1Z1KdzW8chlHS93PwpGW7fk9mL889NrqW6rM8N84D8sHzW9gJp2R6wKvvtW3jPFKP3YdhQxV6h-Wc7nSMMpVRK0bb4V7qHYW9bGgj73HlB4MW82H_y47lF25hW1bjtth8ZJtdgW1qTTWK7F2PbNW1M1kbv3pyYJ9V1lYMT7884MVW2G62Tt2KNtHmVgcgm_90dWgXW4WYl7z6bCcN0F1Vm46fxtfWVl8wPY23hWsdW7qknfG5lnJRl39Qf1
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The FOMC meets today and tomorrow. The committee is widely expected to announce that 
the Fed will start tapering its purchases of securities soon, with the aim of ending its 
QE4ever program by the middle of next year. Both the 12-month futures and the two-year 
Treasury note yield at their current levels reflect expectations of two 25bps hikes during the 
second half of next year (Fig. 15). 
  
Presumably, this has all been discounted by both the bond and stock markets. Yet the bond 
yield continues to fluctuate around 1.50% rather than around 2.00%, and the S&P 500 is at 
a record high. The forward P/E of the S&P 500 has been remarkably stable in a range 
between roughly 20.0 and 23.0 since mid-2021 (Fig. 16). It’s been staying so despite the 
rebound in the bond yield since August 4, 2020, when the yield fell to a record low of 0.52% 
notwithstanding the upturn in inflation. 
  
Joe and I expect that the S&P 500’s forward P/E will remain elevated. As we have 
previously observed, much of its stability over the past year has been attributable to the 
forward P/E of the S&P 500 Growth Index (Fig. 17). It has been fluctuating around 28.0 
since mid-2020. It’s also dominated by a handful of large-cap technology stocks. They were 
formerly known as the “FAAMGs” (for Facebook, Amazon, Apple, Microsoft, and 
Google/Alphabet). Now they are known as the “GAMMAs,” since Facebook was renamed 
“Meta” last week. 
  
The GAMMAs currently account for about 25% of the market capitalization of the S&P 500. 
Their collective forward P/E is currently 37.1. Excluding them, the S&P 500 forward P/E has 
been hovering around 19.0 since mid-2020 (Fig. 18). We can live with that. 
  
New Book: Excerpts. In Praise of Profits! is the sixth in my series of Predicting the Markets 
studies. The paperback is available on Amazon. Subscribers are invited to a free download 
of the Kindle or pdf version of the book here. 
  
My book mostly focuses on what progressives get wrong about entrepreneurial capitalism 
and profits. Along the way, with all due respect, I take swipes at five of the most famous 
economists in history. Here are the relevant excerpts: 
  
(1) Adam Smith. Sadly, entrepreneurial capitalism has gotten a bad rap ever since 1776. 
Perversely, that’s when Adam Smith, the great proponent of capitalism, published The 
Wealth of Nations. He made a huge mistake when he argued that capitalism is driven by 
self-interest. Marketing capitalism as a system based on selfishness wasn’t smart. Then 
again, Smith was a professor, with no actual experience as an entrepreneur. 

https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VW6Smz5knn30W397YGT5HXDMwW1n-N734zmT0tN5QLhT53q905V1-WJV7CgHCbW1pFQZj4w21MpW32cTSL6Jg5r5W2Skxk77ZY6YrW4_sLHM5ZDgDKW5Z5ynz7wlxRkW7x68gQ7gW07QW1Sf1mT5RQqcjW4JRczB3njR3mV1MGsK7z5w3CVmtjcW8M0T4YW8RnYMD8k5cjyW11c_Bt5GQTFsW8NBf-W5P3hs8N3PB4f2Rp4_4W9jJFm09gwKv-W1hxsmx5F-8grVq0XGF8N4b57W31L4cS92W-ywW4FFVQ25zJpnTW50lCst64myxbW5PLKbm435yYHW1VgzQj5fqmvgW2XYPdk2d49VxW2ldNSp6CLrYD38qB1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VW6Smz5knn30W397YGT5HXDMwW1n-N734zmT0tN5QLhT53q905V1-WJV7CgWKrW5xr8C38ZmSm7W2_34NN6YMC-qW6_J3qX35jj0vW6flWqH48YSNZW4LvmsC3w1ZpGW4CGP8_6y5Ry8W8JnxSs8CwZ5NW7wxTQF5pBMPnW2ht3wl7JdxkbW3dTzxD3QvtfhW53zDZT2ZWSD2N7z_dNf5G5R0W8qThC362hqbGW6DzL_92-T3y-W5-Rg6K76132KW7PZdKw4ZrcWgW4-VY6022223_N1sQtxV60T8pW5W05jD2-2B75W5nbkrb63Kp56W2zPkC48Lb2-pW1nGl_55FWyqkW4gqdWT5yd1VtW28CqSl4nBtVN2zJ1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VW6Smz5knn30W397YGT5HXDMwW1n-N734zmT0tN5QLhT53q905V1-WJV7CgPvGW8S-Jw55m5sZJN4G-w27Wff3DN4pwd3JFmrwDW68d6JX4FQr7TW5Xf68v6tWtjsW2hbgWh33c_6cW25KYQx9f237MW8PtkLC7vLPKGW5hsMNK57qD5bN4RvkWNmKfj7W8M_TwX6TPRTwW60Kzy_4SSRm1W5rRljH160q7wW8YJHHf389CSFW12rDyC5Rj4RqW1WJLjy1VhKHZW4McH3z8vjzhSN892xJBbVvBdW6DW6qf1v71PXW4lPr-f5JQbCpN2S2nSD_2yjxVYPTKZ6-VD-RW8pH2WJ6PRwG8W94ZTkC3jdxtQ3b5s1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VW6Smz5knn30W397YGT5HXDMwW1n-N734zmT0tN5QLhT53q905V1-WJV7CgNJBW3qnGFJ6MdsGPW7XGXqL8JGVByW8V-DP75nRwQ8W62FSts8Sqmz9W5YypmN7ns5kFW200dv08F5Q4KW6cpQgQ1V04MMW3zhs5R4YH2CfW6vdd1x8clXX1W1QdRjn7h4tCsW6TF29X3j-4WHW4yxpgX3QBr7kN40PlgmQJ5gqW4DYtrN6GRp6xN7z2db1Tyr1VW5zZMLC6snYLsW3BTSCd7qV_zQW7ypLRX8kYgYnW6Kmtfr31lmV0N2VD_4mBQgjSW41fbQs1Prw5cN4SlhC3zx00BW7Nl0BH4wYm1jW2c1zx58LDrDQ33ln1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VW6Smz5knn30W397YGT5HXDMwW1n-N734zmT0tN5QLhSw7mf_VV5X_Kf7CgQj9W2N9fB041NKBPW7KKWlM4RqQq8VJ_QN_1dCDT8W8tGw7v8BDVhHW3J4R8Q5n1D2jW6YQSD-7RtrJ2W1QBVKj8Cl5xhW24F-GD3nWfGnW5HSHwX55bNZVW2qL8jd4DxtyqW3Qyyyg5ZRvL4M2PYTsLYXFvW6tBrsK17nKpBVQl32h10c1J7W1-5wsD7zsn0jW7tZXxg8yFdd-W2vtFYr8hMtbRN7L5-x3L_n4dW52gdJX6V485FW6hYgxx4Ccr_fW7XPt6q7xPzJWW5q-xZp7rd7VyW765X0l1FTZPfW3_1pKH6bp7RkW42MJPd6Fw1rMW3DczY57QYd5yVRNSS37wp3NVW8-LXg75PPHBzW29lp_g5XM72vW2gwTjN244VZvW8pff497sl8kWW4_C08w5-sZwkW7k5StJ3QFgVdW1rdQ0l16TBSNW58h7Cw4t-TmtW8B2Gnt1vM9tLW3mSYMd2sS6MgW37y2Q01KHXkrW1dMWM-1gWvHMVn7mJT27C3fKW3WmfDW95S-TZW6MFBy_8KmLNVVd-D0K1rlKwdW8kWwmg66dvsJW2wPrFH7fkTvFW5V_1tM3cQtL2W7Wvmld8whRL4W6_L5105jXLclW1syTdy2tGy9NN2MYx55l5jBXW3yBhlV4sl2ypW24-_XY4gV0nY3kV31
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VW6Smz5knn30W397YGT5HXDMwW1n-N734zmT0tN5QLhTJ3q90JV1-WJV7CgFdhW3WxbmP5XtYCnW77Yw5Q7hXbPtW8LS4-c4-NJctW4hjB5W2rLlYwN9jtwPyg2VWlW33GS8C616xmZW5T1tv11fM4FmW6fcG7S1vtC9NW6rpXPp1TVp1zW8TJdBs2zWvB5W22BkcN68ZbFZW96DJ-45XnN7rW2JBlyW2V6vVbW8cpFsB1dC1lCW5_Yd8b4ryhJPW69sP0w2Bg5l_W6xjyzV8TmRL6W3tZpG84X2Q5fW3WdCwN3m2W7GW4zvwhM6Xqn-qW1z92Kz3c-SHqW84md-L8sNRb8N4VXxxcG--MKW6g6cMY2xLnynN87SY39wR91BN7JhGPwwdrqgW68J4rT2Wr8ByW6yY88f9gc5ZX37ls1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VW6Smz5knn30W397YGT5HXDMwW1n-N734zmT0tN5QLhT53q905V1-WJV7CgCW3W716vP72SwYPdW790zG93zLGGsVf4-0c82v0M_W4SqPd47HjWHRN1ggz-qzV7Z7W33GY1L5mgPBDW5MjJGV423lJtW4NsG-z5B8JNDN6lJ9RkQqH1pW3C53Dk6fn9WkW7pwY501M2DB6W5ty4cS5trrr1V1pM_g9dXr9gW3VnZ4D5W2wLNW7G73451Kn6ZRW81VTxK7NQdF6V3wS5s2y1JLYW5kcgl_6sGHJhN96mkPR6S2VMW6Xy3y_5WFby0W2pRs_N4fh60rN5pR5cfqx9zvW1QYxnM7kfpzjW27bhrp8jPl9K3bfP1
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Smith famously wrote: “It is not from the benevolence of the butcher, the brewer, or the 
baker that we expect our dinner, but from their regard to their own interest. We address 
ourselves not to their humanity but to their self-love, and never talk to them of our own 
necessities, but of their advantages.” 
  
This oft-quoted statement is totally wrong, with all due respect to the great professor. The 
butcher, the brewer, and the baker get up early in the morning and work all day long, trying 
to give their customers the best meat, ale, and bread at the lowest possible prices. They 
don’t do so because of their self-love, but rather because of their insecurity. If they don’t rise 
and shine early each day, their competitors will, and put them out of business. 
Entrepreneurial capitalism is therefore the most moral, honest, altruistic economic system of 
them all. Among its mottos are: “The customer is always right,” “Everyday low prices,” and 
“Satisfaction guaranteed or your money back.” 
  
The problems start when the butchers, brewers, and bakers form trade associations to stifle 
competition, or join existing ones that do so. The associations support politicians and hire 
lobbyists who promise to regulate their industry—for example, by requiring government 
inspection and licensing. In this way, they raise anticompetitive barriers to entry into their 
businesses. In other words, capitalism starts to morph into corrupt crony capitalism when 
“special interest groups” try to rig the market through political influence. These groups are 
totally selfish in promoting the interests of their members rather than their members’ 
customers. At least Smith got that concept right when he also famously wrote, “People of 
the same trade seldom meet together, even for merriment and diversion, but the 
conversation ends in a conspiracy against the public, or in some contrivance to raise 
prices.” 
  
(2) Karl Marx. The Communist Manifesto (1848), which Karl Marx wrote with Friedrich 
Engels, warns that capitalism is prone to recurring crises because “a great part not only of 
existing production, but also of previously created productive forces, are periodically 
destroyed.” This happens because capitalism has “epidemics of over-production,” which are 
resolved through “enforced destruction of a mass of productive forces,” exploitation at 
home, and imperialism abroad. 
  
Hey, Karl and Friedrich were only 27- and 25-year-old wannabe revolutionaries when they 
wrote that nonsense. Even as they got older, though, they never figured out that 
capitalism’s “process of creative construction” improves the standard of living of the 
consuming class, i.e., all of us. That’s right, Marx and Engels erroneously focused their 
analysis on class warfare, pitting industrial workers against their capitalist employers, who 
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were caricatured as greedy, exploitive, and imperialist. They failed to understand that the 
only class that matters in capitalism is the consumer class, which includes everybody. In a 
capitalist system, producers, workers, merchants all compete to cater to needs of the 
consumer class. 
  
Capitalism provides the incentive for entrepreneurs to innovate. Driven by the profit motive, 
the creators of new or better goods and services at affordable prices get rich by selling their 
products to consumers who benefit from them. They are the true revolutionaries. They 
destroy the producers who fail to innovate and to provide consumers with the best goods 
and services at the lowest prices on a regular basis. Capitalism naturally develops 
technological innovations that benefit all of society on an ongoing basis. 
  
Capitalism eliminates over-production by putting unprofitable companies out of business. 
Uncompetitive and unprofitable producers are capitalism’s hapless victims. 
  
(3) Joseph Schumpeter. Schumpeter’s process of creative destruction naturally leads to the 
“paradox of progress.” On balance, society benefits from creative destruction, as this 
creates new products, better working conditions, and new jobs, thus raising the standard of 
living. But it also destroys existing jobs, companies, and industries—often permanently. 
Calling this process “creative destruction,” as Schumpeter did, places the focus on the 
losers, while calling it “creative construction,” as I do, focuses on the winners—which, by the 
way, includes all the consumers who benefit from new or better goods and services at lower 
prices! 
  
(4) John Maynard Keynes. Keynesian macroeconomists tend to focus on the demand side 
of the economy. Their models are built on a core assumption that economic downturns are 
caused by insufficient private-sector demand that needs to be offset by government 
stimulus. Keynesians prefer more government spending over tax cuts, figuring that a portion 
of people’s tax windfalls is likely to be saved rather than spent. They rarely consider the 
possibility that demand might be weak because government regulations and policies are 
depressing profits. All they know for sure is that they can help with stimulative fiscal and 
monetary policies. 
  
(5) Paul Samuelson. The latest (19th) edition of Economics (2010) by Paul Samuelson and 
William Nordhaus teaches students that economics “is the study of how societies use 
scarce resources to produce valuable goods and services and distribute them among 
different individuals.” This definition hasn’t changed since the first edition of this classic 
textbook was published in 1948. 
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I’ve learned that economics isn’t a zero-sum game as that definition implies. Economics is 
about using technology to increase everyone’s standard of living. Technological innovations 
are driven by the profits that can be earned by solving the problems posed by scarce 
resources. Free markets provide the profit incentive to motivate innovators to solve this 
problem. As they do so, consumers get better products, often at lower prices. The market 
distributes the resulting benefits to all consumers. From my perspective, economics is about 
creating and spreading abundance, not about distributing scarcity. 

 

Calendars 
  
US: Tues: FOMC Meeting. Wed: ADP Employment Change 400k, C-PMI & NM-PMI 
57.3/58.2, ISM NM-PMI 62.0, Factory Orders 0.1%, Trade Balance -$80.5b, MBA Mortgage 
Applications, Crude Oil Inventories, Fed Interest Rate Decision. (Bloomberg estimates) 
  
Global: Tues: Eurozone, Germany, France, Italy, and Spain M-PMIs 
58.5/58.2/53.5/59.7/58.2, Australia Unemployment & Participation Rates 3.9%/70.6%, 
China Caixin NM-PMI, Debelle. Wed: Eurozone Unemployment Rate 7.4%, Italy 
Unemployment Rate 9.2%, UK C-PMI & NM-PMI 56.8/58.0, UK Nationwide HPI 
0.4%m/m/9.3%y/y, Lagarde, Elderson, Mauderer, Gravelle.(Bloomberg estimates) 

 

Strategy Indicators 
  
S&P 500/400/600 Forward Earnings (link): All three of these indexes had forward earnings 
at a record high last week. LargeCap’s was at a record high for a fifth straight week after 
dropping a hair below in late September due to Match’s addition to the index. MidCap’s was 
at a record high for a second week after slipping 0.2% the week before that, and 
SmallCap’s was at a record for an eighth week after dropping in early September for the 
first time in six months. In what has shaped up to be an extraordinary V-shaped recovery, 
LargeCap’s forward earnings has risen during 73 of the past 76 weeks, with the down 
weeks due to Tesla’s addition to the index last December, Amazon’s earnings shortfall in 
August, and Match’s addition to the index in late September. MidCap’s forward earnings is 
up in 71 of the past 74 weeks, and SmallCap’s posted 71 gains in the past 75 weeks. 
Forward earnings for these indexes had been on an uptrend from November 2019 until 
February 2020, before tumbling to a bottom by June 2020 due to the Covid-19 economic 

      
 

      
 

https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VW6Smz5knn30W397YGT5HXDMwW1n-N734zmT0tN5QLhSQ3q8_QV1-WJV7CgWRxVSRzTx5-n4kLW8QFMbb45Dhb6W8C3t9d4lNjQZW8TtC482TLcVSW8Pbch71qw7PnW5Thv5D4Vpq5PW5QyHw-49ChMwW7dLQKt29FtCGW5JdN7b8RF7rjW7vXvrw3BL4G4VX_VDK5Gb2gyW5dc-bt4SPYfXW8-HXSS74cKHWW49VWDW5QGPvHW2kZ0ZJ7Sv_jLW6tCTbr46dDMsW252bph32bnHCW6LGKXf5FZTzVW50Wv6s4ZKQK9W81W9sX4gCvmrW74-RQF85Wy15W4Dwv875-VZ4m3bbK1
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shutdown. LargeCap’s forward earnings has risen 54.2% from its lowest level since August 
2017; MidCap’s is now up 100.2% from its lowest level since May 2015; and SmallCap’s 
has soared 160.5% from its lowest point since August 2013. The yearly change in forward 
earnings soared to cyclical highs during 2018 due to the boost from the Tax Cuts and Jobs 
Act but began to tumble in October 2018 as y/y comparisons became more difficult. In the 
latest week, the yearly rate of change in LargeCap’s forward earnings dropped to 34.2% 
from 35.1%, and is down from a record-high 42.2% at the end of July. That’s up from -
19.3% in May 2020, which was the lowest since October 2009. The yearly rate of change in 
MidCap’s forward earnings fell w/w to 53.0% y/y from 56.0%; that’s down from a record high 
of 78.8% at the end of May and up from a record low of -32.7% in May 2020. SmallCap’s 
rate dropped to 76.7% y/y from 81.4%; it’s down from a record high of 124.2% in late June 
and up from a record low of -41.5% in June 2020. Companies have been beating 
consensus estimates quite handily since the Q2-2020 earnings season, causing analysts’ 
y/y earnings growth forecasts for 2021 to improve instead of decline as is typical. Here are 
the latest consensus earnings growth rates for 2021 and 2022: LargeCap (44.2%, 9.6%), 
MidCap (74.3, 7.0), and SmallCap (112.7, 13.7). 

S&P 500/400/600 Valuation (link): Valuations mostly ticked lower last week for these three 
indexes, but remained above their recent multi-month lows. LargeCap’s forward P/E 
improved to 21.2 from 20.9 a week earlier, and is up from an 11-month low of 20.3 the week 
before that. LargeCap’s forward P/E compares to a 19-year high of 22.7 in early January 
and is up from 13.3 in March 2020, which was the lowest since March 2013. MidCap’s 
dropped 0.1pt to 16.8 and is up from a 17-month low of 16.2 in early October. That 
compares to a seven-month high of 20.5 in early March and is 6.3pts below its record high 
of 22.9 in June 2020. SmallCap’s fell 0.1pt to 15.7, and remains near its 17-month low of 
15.4 in mid-September. It’s now down 11.0pts from its record high of 26.7 in early June 
2020. During March 2020, MidCap’s 10.7 and SmallCap’s 11.1 were their lowest readings 
since March 2009. LargeCap’s forward P/E in February 2020—before Covid-19 decimated 
forward earnings—was 18.9, the highest level since June 2002. Of course, that high was 
still well below the tech-bubble record high of 25.7 in July 1999. Last week’s level compares 
to the post-Lehman-meltdown P/E of 9.3 in October 2008. MidCap’s P/E was below 
LargeCap’s P/E yet again last week, as it has been for most of the time since August 2018. 
In contrast, it was last solidly above LargeCap’s from April 2009 to August 2017; MidCap’s 
current 20% discount to LargeCap is near its biggest since 2001. SmallCap’s P/E was 
below LargeCap’s for a 63rd week. That’s the longest stretch at a discount since 1999-
2002; SmallCap’s current 26% reading is near its biggest since 2001. SmallCap’s P/E had 
been mostly above LargeCap’s since 2003. Looking at SmallCap’s P/E relative to MidCap’s, 
it was at a discount for a 20th straight week; SmallCap’s current 7% discount to MidCap’s is 

https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VW6Smz5knn30W397YGT5HXDMwW1n-N734zmT0tN5QLhSQ3q8_QV1-WJV7CgSppW2YRBHS5tw6MwW19-jlb8vg9tPW7yMmxY2LX1zJW1HHJkK4Q84xPW57ppK48bxn3_W21tyH87Knw-nW6wYgZb3Nk5_cW7k2JLn5Lg2P5W63CdKr7_KbfKW5j_hjm2Gjh2PW8gBbfw142_BDN4srF_cNrY4yW9855Rd6QFH-1N65sN7Fs2Vb9V2hccs224PVmW8KP9m61F_3VSVRKrRz3S99QkW58w0h162wmmxW35J7CJ6N-vdVVVnVPh4RYCvYW5Y3C_L33Hm9_W3MGSb3741H023bpq1
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near its biggest since 2003. 

S&P 500 Sectors Quarterly Earnings Outlook (link): Since the Q2-2020 earnings 
season—which came in substantially better than greatly reduced forecasts—analysts as a 
whole have been raising their consensus forecasts for all future quarters instead of lowering 
them as is the norm. Those gains endured even through the Q3 earnings warnings season, 
when forecasts typically decline. With the Q3 earnings reports rolling in, the S&P 500’s Q3-
2021 blended earnings-per-share estimate surged $1.81 w/w to $52.38. That $52.38 
estimate for Q2-2021 represents a gain of 35.4% y/y on a frozen actual basis and a 39.2% 
y/y gain on a pro forma basis. That would mark a third straight quarter of double-digit 
percentage growth and compares to a pro forma gain of 96.3% in Q2-2021. All 11 sectors 
again are expected to post positive y/y earnings growth during Q3-2021. Here are the S&P 
500 sectors’ latest blended earnings growth rates for Q3-2021 versus their final Q2-2021 
growth rates: Energy (1,713.1% in Q3-2021 versus 243.3% in Q2-2021), Materials (91.9, 
139.5), Industrials (85.2, 698.4), S&P 500 (39.2, 96.3), Information Technology (35.7, 49.6), 
Communication Services (35.4, 72.8), Financials (35.3, 158.2), Health Care (23.6, 27.2), 
Real Estate (21.7, 38.7), Consumer Discretionary (12.8, 380.5), Consumer Staples (6.0, 
20.4), and Utilities (0.8, 12.6). 

S&P 500 Q3 Earnings Season Monitor (link): With nearly 56% of S&P 500 companies 
finished reporting revenues and earnings for Q3-2021, revenues are beating the consensus 
forecast by a well-above-trend 2.0%, and earnings have exceeded estimates by 11.3%. At 
the same point during the Q2 season, revenues were a higher 4.3% above forecast and 
earnings beat by a greater 17.0%. For the 279 companies that have reported Q3 earnings 
through mid-day Monday, the aggregate y/y revenue and earnings growth rates and the 
percentage of companies reporting a positive revenue and earnings surprise have slowed 
considerably from their Q2 measures. The Q3 reporters collectively have a y/y revenue gain 
of 17.8% and an earnings gain of 42.2%. That compares to y/y growth of 28.0% for 
revenues and 120.9% for earnings at the same point during Q2. Just over 82% of the Q3 
reporters so far has reported a positive earnings surprise, and 76% has beaten revenues 
forecasts. Fewer companies have reported positive y/y earnings growth in Q3 (82%) than 
positive y/y revenue growth (89). These figures will change markedly as more Q3-2021 
results are reported in the coming weeks. With the US economy largely re-opened 
compared to a year earlier, the y/y growth rates have slowed considerably in Q3 compared 
to Q2. The revenue and earnings surprises are moderating as well due to missed deliveries 
and higher costs. 

       
 

https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VW6Smz5knn30W397YGT5HXDMwW1n-N734zmT0tN5QLhT53q905V1-WJV7CgQydW5cm0TT1MVn1DW1TnhDX41sQj0N2z1X8rrhVg6VZFCWJ22gDqcN7LTb8Gh0hqfW8BGd9l4bt0Y7N8PrMZqrl1DxW2J7PQn3b16t2N3K8vXrGbQ2zW1DY9LR92mWfpW4BkDyW2pd3n-W6r4gkq4_KhZDW5pDGwG6jZrRzW1BxMDN84VWH2W5wWTvL3WYzjJW6FSQqB57hmDbW7kMWYr7XpptMW5rK0BN3S4BynW3H-nX12HxwysW1V8TY83756L0W6k3fgd2jsqRBW1rCQ9Y8N33SvW7h1tMz1xK5bwVQ0Y8s5GTLhp3mLZ1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VW6Smz5knn30W397YGT5HXDMwW1n-N734zmT0tN5QLhSQ3q8_QV1-WJV7CgNTDW6h_zcf7HWr7HN60PfVtkVc67W3bMYQN749hMRVxlHQR4_knfBW8lxSTb4xg6k1W2xWfbx5Cht98VbQjmT1T9fhkW6FQZkq2FgK5DW5zYSQv1NZsCDW5ZMKh043gSsFW6s780Q5ksRf2W8q6J_z2y5whXW578cVW6FBZGVW3sdLR757-DbgW459KQz3BGVSkW959LNp2lcW0tW5PKK_r2QnBYtW3SCSK15rjX1dN4V7mn6s5vx-VSMj1B27VqP6W4bTNXf4XRR2RW4-mbDx986cBz3jz11
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US Economic Indicators 
  
US Manufacturing PMIs (link): Manufacturing activity in October remained robust, though 
below recent highs, according to both M-PMI measures. Meanwhile, price pressures in the 
ISM survey are accelerating again after easing a bit, while IHS Markit’s survey saw output 
inflation reach a new record high. October’s ISM M-PMI edged down to 60.8 after edging up 
the prior two months from 59.5 in July to 61.1 in September. It was at 64.7 in March, which 
was the best reading since 1983. The production (to 59.3 from 59.4) measure has been 
bouncing in a flat trend around 60.0 the past six months, while the orders measure has 
dropped from a cyclical high of 68.0 in March to 59.8 in October—still a robust pace. 
Manufacturers accumulated inventories at their fastest rate since the mid-1980s last month, 
with the measure jumping from 48.9 in July to 57.0 by October. Meanwhile, the employment 
(to 52.0 from 50.2) gauge moved further above the breakeven point of 50.0, after slipping 
below in August (49.0). The supplier deliveries component of the M-PMI moved up for the 
second month to 75.6, after falling from 78.8 (highest since the mid-1970s) in May to 69.5 in 
August; the measure continues to reflect the difficulties suppliers experience due to Covid-
19 impacts. ISM’s price index is accelerating again, climbing to 85.7 in October, after 
slowing from 92.1 in June—which was the fastest since summer 1979—to 79.4 by August. 
Looking at IHS Markit’s M-PMI, “October saw US manufacturers report yet another near-
record lengthening of supply chains, with shortages of components constraining production 
growth to the lowest since July of last year,” according to the report. The M-PMI eased for 
the third month, from a record-high 63.4 in July to 58.4 last month. While supply restraints 
have pushed production below the pre-pandemic long-run average, demand remains 
strong. New order inflows remain well above trend despite easing a bit last month. 
Inflationary pressures remain intense as firms are passing higher input costs on to their 
customers at a record pace.  

Construction Spending (link): Total construction spending unexpectedly fell in September, 
posting only its second decline in 15 months, on widespread weakness. Total construction 
spending contracted 0.5% in September following a six-month gain of 3.2% to a new record 
high. Private construction spending fell for the third month since reaching a record high 
during June, dropping by 0.5% in September and 0.9% over the period. Within private 
construction, residential spending fell for the second time in three months, by 0.4% in 
September and 0.9% over the period, after climbing five of the prior six months, by 10.8%, 
to a new record high. Both single- (-0.6%) and multi-family (-0.3) construction edged lower 
in September, though the former was only 1.1% below its cyclical high in July, while the 
latter was fractionally (-0.4%) below its record high during that same month. Home 
improvement spending fell for the second time since reaching its record high in June, falling 

https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VW6Smz5knn30W397YGT5HXDMwW1n-N734zmT0tN5QLhSQ3q8_QV1-WJV7CgWxqN18SvTVQ0KckW4_9m1g1rtH8VW8n2_TC6jg6hVW2-qyhd5hhz__W3v-vN83XlNcQW23yfsb8SNXrsW4QHXtF8JyyydVHwV6z8WZHcrW7YZHvR4p4jg0W23H7td4HYXqGW2yxJGh6Lh_07N862LqgbfTW8W6PR2LH8Y1gx9W92Wp3Y2xt-JSW5gMBDD15B3jnW49xDdQ4nsjTNW7CW-5P861r--W5c-bZV3wWM9mW87XHrQ1gFDJ0W1-Mm_Q2MZh1sW8Mb0VD2SSBQ_VlrtQ43d9qH_3q1P1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VW6Smz5knn30W397YGT5HXDMwW1n-N734zmT0tN5QLhSQ3q8_QV1-WJV7CgBWQW8W5wR53x6w0KVf-mb-5RGjw2W8Ny6r811gCZ_W4-dXBN33sDwXW8CszKb3mqpF5W2JKf9X1GPdTLW3lrtFd3bkNkxW6Fhfv72FP6RNW7jZ9Hw6QkR2fVTqBcq634GbFMDxBQpHkxk2W8v_H7t6QytN5W6J0Xc727xw55W5N_l8m8hyLnWW7_GMS35vRhmtW3p0BKl6fjrLkW4B40jt43DdHXW8Tzt352S9HWzVkkfpl6QGZg4Vfs5hV7Hq8RzN6Lfw4Xqm7_VN65NQcbtFcMx3f0j1
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2.5% over the period. Meanwhile, private nonresidential investment dipped 0.6% in 
September, remaining in a volatile flat trend around recent lows; it’s 13.4% below its record 
high posted at the start of 2020. Public construction spending appears to be finding a 
bottom after falling 9.6% during the 13 months through June.  
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