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What’s the Matter?

Check out the accompanying chart collection.

(1) Panic Attack #707? (2) S&P 500 won’t double again anytime soon. (3) A very long stretch above
200-dma. (4) Narrowing breadth. (5) Dow Theory raising a caution flag in theory. (6) September and
October are two bad months that often provide good buying opportunities. (7) Bull-Bear Ratio getting
more bearish, which is bullish. (8) Nine items on the worry list. (9) Evergrande is #1 right now. Will it
be Lehman or LTCM? (10) McConnell won’t play Dems’ game. (11) Missing parts. (12) Biden’s taxes
on small businesses. (13) China and Russia playing war games.

YRI Podcast. In our latest video podcast, Dr. Ed discusses the main points of today’s
Morning Briefing.

Strategy I: Sloppy Looking Technicals. The S&P 500 peaked at a record 4536.95 on
September 2. By Friday’s close, it was down 2.3% to 4432.99. It declined for a second week
in a row (Fig. 7). Could this be the start of Panic Attack #70? Joe and | don’t think so, but
we may be overdue for a fright, especially now that Halloween costumes are already on
sale.

Panic Attack #69 occurred in late February, when the brief return of the Bond Vigilantes
spooked stock investors. It was more of a panic in the Nasdaq than in the S&P 500 (Fig. 2).
The former fell 10.5% from February 12 through March 8. Because Value stocks
outperformed Growth stocks back then, there really wasn’t a panic attack in the broader
S&P 500. (See our Table of S&P 500 Panic Attacks Since 2009.)

Let’s keep in mind that the S&P 500 doubled from March 23, 2020 through August 16 of this
year. It was the fastest doubling of this stock price index since WWII. Joe and | are certain
that it won’t double again over the next 12-18 months.

In last Monday’s Morning Briefing, we updated our earnings outlook and targets for the S&P
500. We are now forecasting earnings per share of $210 this year, $220 next year, and
$235 in 2023. To forecast the S&P 500, we need to forecast forward earnings per share,
i.e., the time-weighted average of consensus estimates for this year and next year. We are
predicting $220 at the end of this year, $235 at the end of next year, and $250 at the end of
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2023. Assuming a 22.0 forward P/E, our targets for the S&P 500 are now 4800 by the end
of this year, 5200 by the end of next year, and 5500 by the end of 2023.

We acknowledge that there are both technical and fundamental issues weighing on the
market over the near term. We expect that most of them will be cleared up by the end of
October, setting the stage for the traditional year-end Santa Claus rally. Consider the
following:

(1) 200-dma. The S&P 500 has exceeded its 200-day moving average (200-dma) for 320
trading days (Fig. 3 and Fig. 4). That’s the longest such stretch since the start of the bull
market in 2009. The S&P 500 is overdue for at least a retest of its 200-dma.

(2) Breadth. Earlier this year on April 16, 96.2% of the S&P 500 companies were trading
above their 200-dmas. By Friday of last week, this percentage had dropped to 68.1% (Fig.
5). On the other hand, over 90% of the S&P 500 stocks still showed positive y/y price
changes last week (Fig. 6).

(3) Dow Theory. Also raising a caution flag is the Dow Theory. The Dow Jones

Transportation Index is down 10.5% since it peaked at a record high on May 7. The S&P
500 Transportation Index is down 12.5% since it peaked on May 7 (Fig. 7). It fell to 2.6%
below its 200-dma on Friday. That could be a bearish signal for the S&P 500 stock price

index (Fig. 8).

(4) Seasonals. September tends to be the worst month of the year for stocks. From 1928
through 2020, it had more down months (50 of them) than did any of the other months. The
average price change for the S&P 500 was -1.0% over that period (Fig. 9). October has also
been prone to some significant selloffs in the past. However, more often than not, weakness
in September and October has created significant buying opportunities.

(5) Sentiment. The Investors Intelligence Bull-Bear Ratio was over 3.00 in recent weeks
(Fig. 10). It dropped below that relatively bullish level during the August 17 week, falling to
2.26 during the September 14 week. We expect that it will soon show readings below 2.00.
From a contrarian standpoint, the rapid decline in bullish sentiment is bullish.

Strategy IlI: A Long Worry List. The stock market’s technicals have turned less
constructive, mostly because investors have been adding worries to their list of worrisome
fundamentals. Since 2009, almost all of the selloffs that we included in our table of panic
attacks have been attributable to just one major potentially bearish event. This time, we can


https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VVPR2y1qbxBrN21Yt96GxX_8W7Wb0M14xGmv1N67vcnt3q8_QV1-WJV7CgHvrW16thcc1vTkZwW4Ln--G6cRBF2W6qnJYW6R9LzhW5vRgzh39H9wsW5c1V-Q62bQbDW1d8jVf6J1sxDV3XrFs3VQfc8W4-LDBs6QzDlqW3k7HZG7PkWZKW98pl712QR0dBVGV7Xn4PV0TzN7Zgd29xZTvcN7-fc5l8mDdbW6nf9Sh108YSfW4tcP_H78hbCfW2ZVm5k2KdJLHW7RD6YJ6-ZddXVRYWxT5DSvCxW2Ps1Z45gxcthN5sqhpxphb15W2Y_3yG773-1BW5mr1fd2GTnQx34Xr1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VVPR2y1qbxBrN21Yt96GxX_8W7Wb0M14xGmv1N67vcnt3q8_QV1-WJV7CgKy_W99mR442L7y_cW7Q-HYM7cPdj1Vw3H0Y6s0YJMW5DHR1S4_qY63W1lSHFD30CCPHW5km4MJ6yBM-DW1-_xnG76s0X1W6q24rP8M1gnZW7HPqcM8Q2rppW2CglTf6CYC5NW5gPCnt1Q3m5mN14NPKDN8HZlW9j1rvk6PC9HYN5tTbyTHcwZFW8Lwjc14-8qJDW4961Kl7BqGYFN8zZLbqRfjdvW64sgWl5cpc6FW1N4TF12J5GFrW9kDX5K8gPPkfW3h5cKG5BBCFCW1FNKfV3FfLCK3fD01
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VVPR2y1qbxBrN21Yt96GxX_8W7Wb0M14xGmv1N67vcnt3q8_QV1-WJV7CgWDPW62-LYl2TQvLdVRw5Tp3QNDKtW7SqdH25b_m8cW3VS1fP1nRZHvW17DGBw6T_xRKW6wVWb28-Ty4kW1xd7MH6kn5RyW15RBb63Y1DK_W2cbX113dRLXNW26yWyL6vzlMkW3j95CH1yTsBZW1X-YSM70j945W8HHSlt80SgvpW8b7K8w7GDXDDW1bFvqs7VffPzVg12v095P5yLW8-KhKc2rdFHzW6gjz0789zPSJVn0D1j7wqR8CW5m4cNV9gxrpkW50NHPV4z-FhXN1LH4JQJj23Z3gmr1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VVPR2y1qbxBrN21Yt96GxX_8W7Wb0M14xGmv1N67vcnt3q8_QV1-WJV7CgWDPW62-LYl2TQvLdVRw5Tp3QNDKtW7SqdH25b_m8cW3VS1fP1nRZHvW17DGBw6T_xRKW6wVWb28-Ty4kW1xd7MH6kn5RyW15RBb63Y1DK_W2cbX113dRLXNW26yWyL6vzlMkW3j95CH1yTsBZW1X-YSM70j945W8HHSlt80SgvpW8b7K8w7GDXDDW1bFvqs7VffPzVg12v095P5yLW8-KhKc2rdFHzW6gjz0789zPSJVn0D1j7wqR8CW5m4cNV9gxrpkW50NHPV4z-FhXN1LH4JQJj23Z3gmr1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VVPR2y1qbxBrN21Yt96GxX_8W7Wb0M14xGmv1N67vcnt3q8_QV1-WJV7CgVZzW6nbl293Y7K_wW6VSy5r2KT_dhW76rzTF7jHKTSN3_t7zKd91VYVStlDk1B7FqQN1-8fwZ4WQPxW6rK15b8G8mNvW3yNN5H3rXqw4W5LSFkt3LhMF0W2tp19Y6ytMF6W1-0GDR4QqlDWVL4DFk4StVHfW7ZjQCF3JcKxsW6m-JHd6j3tcBW5rhbTw5QbJSdW5PxC7D62yZSnW55YdZL6fVb7-W1-DycQ7b48xnN2jTVYCfynFTW1yMlwL1Ryk_3W6cRmJr73x98FW2fpXN14xFk933nyH1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VVPR2y1qbxBrN21Yt96GxX_8W7Wb0M14xGmv1N67vcnt3q8_QV1-WJV7CgJRVW6_nJXm97dyYPW8_gHdp3bG203W8J3hyj2MSNvjW79Zm2J5FySdYW1xm42h2W-4R_N2b-BN3MnPFLW6Dz58F11YmdCW8cVLQ617xXJ4W4gMkJY8-3RDQW350xq81NCDL9W5Zr07j7rgxTGW25vZFv3fcXT5W5qh0cp3Fv5y8W5cTvb51bxTqcW6MgCD85yzWHMW6nZbfN3ndffGW6FdZ693NG04ZN4MkXzLs9H3cW4rNvgj1ZDpwNW7cmgFn3WNpRqW48ThV22D8MdRW3PvDd4199J4q3k1s1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VVPR2y1qbxBrN21Yt96GxX_8W7Wb0M14xGmv1N67vcnt3q8_QV1-WJV7CgSdTN6ls8xn_HG5KW8Yjk8c8L78MfW6Rr1nN3WgPfdW7Wkq1x4CJNmzW3mqH5q52P476W5LHRn37vZkbRW3tM31N3DRtD-W4KWmZL4w26z7N1GlBS5yCHpJW5hhRYc8Nh1P9W4Xr6s56vws3FW1gZgQJ6dgg9yW6PlDNc5N82WNW5Y3wZ46yZNBZW7mWVWr8VgJ3xW5h6Wz21LcFfzW6bKFmX2h6dNCVHlfj55gx9cgW6f9wNn1nlzgRVQ9Q8D3shycWW2lF1Wy802qBFW6SsQkf2d2Smd3gK21
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VVPR2y1qbxBrN21Yt96GxX_8W7Wb0M14xGmv1N67vcnt3q8_QV1-WJV7CgC47W1YyL1l417LQdW3NVpM87bzxZrW2sD_zy8Yj85MVkPCrX99cbvBW2JrWLz5KhgXtW1YCCSD3DwfDkW7BF_c492cw7lW2nm8cz5Pj9nRW9fsP2T1qdp31W3JksQ67NY9xzW4k96lH1p0hNVW32R-V65ZLQ3yW3TGK451jk4sJW4Dx0ds78VNb5W2kCCWG1mM91bW2Hlw0n1w36yYW9kGc942Z9jJrW1ttPnY7yJVnyW60cgTH2hwD1lW5T8jdG7dKsrlW4p55R62DnrJ_W7hZD0F4GxBRY39gm1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VVPR2y1qbxBrN21Yt96GxX_8W7Wb0M14xGmv1N67vcnt3q8_QV1-WJV7CgDRRW4-1yRr49C_dLVc78NN8VD_HWW6RxFpg77HYR_W7WxCHL6kj-Z0W5XVbD86LDb4pW7zgzbx9lNQTqW26WbPB8n6QnmW1fW9bW3Ff_QQW1M-n3g3vM9mNN41Yg4NCR9bPW3DLwz11R-dLdW7N3bvn2NcvCGW6kKBTl4yqNMzVXl6rt4ClDHtN4spLhXg3QTwW3D29vs3ykvV7W2tDq8q6jYnbJW2sV2D13XCKXdW2k2bw32YxxgfW2KjPMR3JjmslW2BzbCN3ww5vvW15qBz232l-Hn31QT1

identify the following nine worries:

(1) Evergrande could be China’s Lehman or LTCM. Jackie and | wrote about Evergrande in
last Thursday’s Morning Briefing. That very same day, Chinese junk-bond yields jumped to
an 18-month high, and shares of real estate companies plunged after Evergrande had its
credit rating downgraded and requested a trading halt in its onshore bonds. Evergrande’s
main banks were told by China’s housing ministry last week that the developer won’t be
able to make interest payments due September 20, according to a September 16
Bloomberg story titled “China’s Nightmare Evergrande Scenario Is an Uncontrolled Crash.”
As a systemically important developer, an Evergrande bankruptcy would cause problems
for the entire property sector, which has been an important source of economic growth and
jobs in China.

Evergrande has more than 70,000 investors. It has construction of unfinished properties
with enough floor space to cover three-fourths of Manhattan. If that all grinds to a halt, it will
leave more than a million homebuyers in limbo. The financial press has been suggesting
that the collapse of China’s second-largest property developer could cause shock waves
similar to Lehman’s bankruptcy in 2008. We think the collapse of Long-Term Capital
Management (LTCM) in 1998 is a better analogy. We expect that the Chinese government
will restructure Evergrande, probably by splitting up its businesses among other property
developers.

(2) Inflation has yet to show signs of peaking. Last week, the Bureau of Labor Statistics
released August’s CPI. It was up 5.3% y/y, which was a downtick from July’s reading of
5.4% (Fig. 11). The core CPI was up 4.0% y/y in August, which was a few downticks from
the recent peak of 4.5% during June. That’s just about the only sign that inflation is peaking
and the only one confirming Fed Chair Jerome Powell’s “transitory” narrative on inflation.
The three-month annualized gains in the headline and core CPI through August were hotter,
at 6.6% and 5.3%, though those were somewhat lower readings than two months ago (Fig.

12).

On the other hand, surveys of inflation expectations continued to get hotter in July. (See our
Inflation Expectations chart book.) That’'s because most people probably give more weight
to the more noticeable price increases of items they consume every day such as food and
gasoline, which rose 3.7% and 42.7% yly through August (Fig. 13). Rent inflation is also
rising. In recent days, the price of natural gas has doubled (Fig. 14).

(3) The Fed is expected to start tapering before the end of this year. As we wrote in last
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Tuesday’s Morning Briefing, the WSJ assigns one of its top reporters to watch the Fed.
Currently, it's Nick Timiraos. Fed officials often have set the stage for their next policy move
by “planting” the story with the WSJ. On Friday, September 10, Nick wrote an article titled
“Fed Officials Prepare for November Reduction in Bond Buying.”

Fed officials clearly are doing everything they can to avoid a tapering tantrum. We think that
they will succeed. The WSJ article reported that the FOMC is likely to discuss tapering at its
September 21-22 meeting and vote to do so at the November 2-3 meeting. “Under the plans
taking shape, officials could reduce those purchases at a pace that allows them to conclude
asset buying by the middle of next year.” That certainly sounds like an off-the-record
comment by somebody high up at the Fed.

(4) The debt ceiling has to be raised so that the Treasury can pay the bills. Mitch McConnell
(R-KY), the Senate’s top Republican, has told Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen that
congressional Democrats will have to raise the US debt ceiling on their own, even as she
warns of a default and new financial crisis if lawmakers do not raise the federal borrowing
limit.

“Let me be crystal clear about this: Republicans are united in opposition to raising the debt
ceiling,” McConnell told reporters after a Senate GOP caucus meeting last Tuesday. He
said Republicans previously favored lifting the debt ceiling on a bipartisan basis but oppose
that now because Democrats are pushing a multitrillion-dollar spending and tax bill the GOP
rejects. He has said Democrats should extend the debt limit on a party-line basis in the
budget bill. “So if they want to do all of this on a partisan basis, they have the ability and the
responsibility to ensure that the federal government does not default,” he said.

Democrats control the House and the Senate, but a debt-ceiling extension is subject to a
filibuster, meaning it would require 60 votes to advance. That means winning the support of
at least 10 of the 50 Republican senators, which isn’'t going to happen. That will force the
Democrats to include it in their reconciliation spend-and-tax bill.

(5) The Dems are pushing trillion-dollar spending and tax proposals through Congress.
Read his lips. On February 20, 2020 before a national audience during a Democratic debate
hosted by MSNBC, President Joe Biden promised: “Taxes on small businesses won’t go

up.

To pay for their $3.5 trillion social welfare agenda, congressional Democrats have proposed
$2.9 trillion in new taxes. Their revenue proposal suggests raising the income tax, the
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corporate tax, and the investment tax, as well as creating an additional surtax on wealthy
Americans. It would also introduce forced retirement account distributions, taxes on tobacco
and nicotine products, subsidies for journalists, and nearly $80 billion for the Internal
Revenue Service to enforce federal tax laws.

According to an analysis by the Americans for Tax Reform, “Despite Biden'’s pledge,
Democrats have proposed several tax increases that will hit small businesses.” The
analysis observes that raising the top income tax rate to 39.6% will increase taxes on
businesses organized as pass-through entities like sole proprietorships, LLCs, partnerships,
and S-corporations. Raising the corporate tax rate to 26.5% will raise taxes on many small
businesses that are structured as corporations.

The analysis concludes: “The Democrat tax-and-spend plan will see small businesses hit
with hundreds of billions of dollars in higher taxes, despite Biden’s earlier pledge.”

(6) Parts shortages are forcing companies to scale back their production. The August 30
NYT included an article titled “The World Is Still Short of Everything. Get Used to It.” The
“Great Supply Chain Disruption” shows no sign of ending anytime soon. The longer it lasts,
the more it is likely to weigh on global economic growth and to boost inflation.

Shipping problems have plagued global supply chains. The boom in post-lockdown demand
last year boosted the demand for imports in the US. That caused a shortage of shipping
containers, which was exacerbated by pandemic-related shortages of dock workers to load
them at major Chinese ports and unload them at West Coast ports in the US. Companies
around the world can no longer count on cheap and reliable sea transport of their goods.

(7) Valuation remains elevated. The forward P/E of the S&P 500 has been fluctuating in a
flat range roughly between 20.0 and 23.0 since the end of April 2020 (Fig. 15). That’s
almost as high as the valuation multiple prior to the bursting of the tech bubble in 2000.
Meanwhile, the forward P/Es of the S&P 400 and S&P 600 continued to fall on Friday, to
16.3 and 15.3. Both are below their pre-pandemic highs even though their forward operating
earnings per share continued to soar to new highs during the September 9 week (Fig. 16).

(8) There are plenty of geopolitical risks. On Friday, China flew 10 aircraft including fighter
jets into Taiwan’s air space just a day after the UK, US, and Australia signed a defense pact
to push back against Beijing. Taipei said two J-11 fighters, six J-16 fighters, one Y-8 anti-
submarine plane, and one Y-8 spy aircraft entered its air defense identification zone near
Pratas Island today.


https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VVPR2y1qbxBrN21Yt96GxX_8W7Wb0M14xGmv1N67vcp33q90pV1-WJV7CgBlRW75_GP13WC-Y2W2chJxT5N0QkvW65_hhg55RCCLW2dfCB61tm1mhW3GzVHr3mf4wKW4CQMB76qX3vfW4d68CZ8lQzDqVKZPCm6YmJrVW5Rsrq82pFb29W6BcpC44ZBZ0FVCYR2G87lSTxW5DgW2-5V6drLW62SljP4DlSHgN2hlWKmMt0sLW6MTYcl78YghQW77cKFW4JsY12W2wJQ_p2QSNwxW5t8RDF5gYQ0pW62H8qT2_t6cLW6bkpbF48xzw_W5Q54gj2FD-VcW3b1Skk7RxHVMW8GF1fw15_tCRW7yFXQL1fcjxmW5qQPkp1FRMq6N48YTLfJdrj238Lj1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VVPR2y1qbxBrN21Yt96GxX_8W7Wb0M14xGmv1N67vcp33q90pV1-WJV7CgYbmW4l2MGX8nQFcvV6P7S062gzk2W88bK2c3M-B8bN8ckNjZsL_VJW13_kDh2JBr-gVjNprm67J-tWN5yBRcRqZDjSW91w4Cy96YdLZW5lNGH71W6ZYqW2hg-hv2j7FzgW44jl9w62lfkgW3QnRX27xzSLyW3N15Yd2t4BG5W4475Vs8FgT0wVSdZbh4vbt1VW6PXVsm8VtgrZW4DMcL348VRPYW6b9Q-y66y41nW27R2t63mfwThV8ZlRZ6VLYdFW1v9z0J7zYdYgW6tn9Fl617Lp5W5sKyV98c8gBpW4HVVF83vY_P7W1ZTTt428sv5lW7Z18dv4NpTl-39v81
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VVPR2y1qbxBrN21Yt96GxX_8W7Wb0M14xGmv1N67vcnt3q8_QV1-WJV7CgF4ZW5f71X330cHGSN8_m5jkpTShZW3Jbs0f7zXDh2W1qQfKg2YM8gcW4L_SsC2Jxg96W3jyPbJ1CBpGGW6PHX5W4KfWkMW7_YRVC4n02wQW3DL47h2m08y0W4PPwP85J7_nGW3dr0zN3SQYV7W3jctRh3Yd723W7DXb3s7F7kpjW85kZWw8f-Cb7W7L6YMt8Pwly-W8w5GNs4_GzBfW5H_L331G-thSW2sDG0s8Nq5yQW8hmQrM1_H1L4W2wQ4N03ylhn0W6VRLvk6b2Qs8W4jyb3D1tvNks3ldz1
https://d13h9q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/5E+113/d13h9Q04/VVPR2y1qbxBrN21Yt96GxX_8W7Wb0M14xGmv1N67vcnt3q8_QV1-WJV7CgYGbW5XMRcK5k0ZTSW1w5Yrq79LgdCW7m1V6x62xLlXW5s5MJc3t5ptwV9qpNY1c4_p2Mgbtg8S0yHKW2yhKbw4wgCjXW8nl7jH37BHq8W8_K_ch5HFcFfW5xc9d34lX1NjW6VMLZN1hHJ9gW2jV5CY4_3TTrW1Jd3t-40FPWKW126ZYw6lbjgYW58stjS6BD4BGW354LRx38y12-W6PTYQP5LwZn1W7CB_VH3NV8ZVW6TQwm84jqyk4W6sfGpv6J42lGW1XPdlY14QmRCW4P_sg86NvLDx3d-M1

Meanwhile, all is not quiet on NATO'’s eastern front. Russia is conducting one of its largest
military exercises since the Cold War in Belarus, which shares a border with Poland. The
Russian Defense Ministry, which described the exercise as “strategic,” stated that more
than 200,000 troops from both countries are taking part in the drill, conducted on Russian
and Belarusian territories. The ministry also said that 80 military jets and helicopters and
more than 760 units of various military equipment are part of the drill.

(9) And oh yeah, the pandemic is still out there. Many people are behaving as though we
are done with the virus. However, the virus is not done with us just yet.

Calendars

US: Mon: NAHB Housing Market Index 74. Tues: Housing Starts & Building Permits
1.56mu/1.60mu, Current Account Deficit -$191.2b, APl Weekly Crude Oil Inventories.
(Bloomberg estimates)

Global: Mon: Germany PPI 0.8%m/m/11.4%yly, German Buba Monthly Report, RBA
Meeting Minutes. Tues: UK CBI Industrial Trend Orders 16, BOJ Interest Rate Decision,
PBOC Loan Prime Rate, Bullock. (Bloomberg estimates)

Strategy Indicators

Global Stock Markets Performance (/ink): Last week saw the US MSCI index fall 0.5%
and end the week 2.2% below its record high on September 6. The US ranked sixth of the
49 global stock markets that we follow in a week as 25 of the 49 countries rose in US dollar
terms. The AC World ex-US index performed worse, falling 1.7% to 3.3% below its
September 15 record high as nearly all regions fell. EMEA was the best-performing region
last week with a gain of 0.4%, ahead of EM Eastern Europe (0.3%) and EAFE (-1.4). BRIC
and EM Latin America were the biggest underperformers with declines of 3.2%, followed by
EM Asia (-2.5) and EMU (-1.8). The Czech Republic was the best-performing country last
week, with a gain of 2.1%, followed by Greece (1.9), Russia (1.3), Chile (1.2), and India
(0.8). Hong Kong was the worst performer, with a decline of 6.2%, followed by Finland (-
5.2), China (-4.8), and Brazil (-4.8). EMEA is the top-performing region ytd, with a gain of
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23.3%, ahead of EM Eastern Europe (21.9), the United States (17.7), EMU (11.4), EAFE
(9.4), and the AC World ex-US (6.6). The following regions are lagging the AC World ex-US:
BRIC (-6.3), EM Latin America (-5.4), and EM Asia (-3.2). The top-performing countries ytd:
Argentina (38.0), the Czech Republic (33.3), the Netherlands (32.4), Austria (30.2), and
India (27.4). The biggest laggards of 2021 so far: Peru (-28.4), Pakistan (-23.1), Turkey (-
17.9), Colombia (-16.7), and China (-15.8).

S&P 1500/500/400/600 Performance (/ink): SmallCap gained 0.3% last week and was the
only one of these three indexes to rise. MidCap fell 0.3% and LargeCap was down 0.6%.
LargeCap ended the week 2.3% below its record high on September 2, while MidCap and
SmallCap finished 3.5% and 5.9% below their respective record highs on September 2 and
June 8. Fourteen of the 33 sectors were higher for the week, compared to all 33 sectors
falling a week earlier. SmallCap Communication Services was the best performer of the
week with a gain of 4.3%, ahead of SmallCacp Energy (3.5%), LargeCap Energy (3.3),
SmallCap Consumer Discretionary (2.0), and MidCap Energy (1.9). MidCap Materials and
SmallCap Utilities were the worst performers with declines of 3.9%, followed by LargeCap
Materials (-3.2) and SmallCap Materials (-3.2). SmallCap edged back into the lead in the
2021 derby with a gain of 19.0% ytd, ahead of LargeCap (18.0), and MidCap (16.1). All 33
sectors are higher ytd, paced by these best sector performers: SmallCap Energy (56.2),
MidCap Energy (48.2), SmallCap Consumer Discretionary (36.0), LargeCap Energy (29.0),
and LargeCap Real Estate (28.0). The biggest laggards so far in 2021: MidCap
Communication Services (3.1), MidCap Consumer Staples (3.2), LargeCap Ultilities (5.0),
LargeCap Consumer Staples (6.0), and MidCap Utilities (6.4).

S&P 500 Sectors and Industries Performance (l/ink): Two of the 11 S&P 500 sectors rose
last week and five outperformed the composite index’s 0.6% decline. That compares to a
1.7% decline for the S&P 500 a week earlier, when all 11 sectors fell and six outperformed
or matched the index. Energy was the best performer with a gain of 3.3%, ahead of
Consumer Discretionary (0.5), Financials (-0.1), Health Care (-0.2), and Real Estate (-0.2).
The worst performers this week: Materials (-3.2), Utilities (-3.1), Industrials (-1.6),
Communication Services (-1.2), Consumer Staples (-0.9), and Tech (-0.7). With respect to
2021’s performance, the S&P 500 has risen 18.0% so far, with all 11 sectors higher ytd and
five beating the broader index. Energy has retaken the top spot as the leading sector with a
gain of 29.0% ytd, followed by Real Estate (28.0), Financials (27.0), Communication
Services (26.1), and Tech (19.0). This year’s laggards to date, albeit with gains: Utilities
(5.0), Consumer Staples (6.0), Materials (11.6), Consumer Discretionary (12.8), Industrials
(12.9), and Health Care (16.7).
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S&P 500 Technical Indicators (/ink): The S&P 500 fell 0.6% last week and weakened
relative to its 50-day moving average (50-dma) and 200-day moving average (200-dma). It
fell below its 50-dma for the first time in 13 weeks, when it dropped below for a week in mid-
June for the first time since February. It was above its 200-dma for a 64th straight week last
week after being below for 13 weeks through late May of 2020. The S&P 500’s 50-dma rose
last week for a 45th straight week as the price index dropped to a 13-week low of 0.2%
below its rising 50-dma from 0.7% above a week earlier. That compares to an eight-month
low of 0.4% below its rising 50-dma during mid-June; the index is still down from its 19-
week high of 5.8% above during mid-April. The index mostly has been trading above its 50-
dma since late April 2020; in June 2020, it was 11.7% above, which was the highest since
its record high of 14.0% in May 2009. That compares to 27.7% below on March 23, 2020—
its lowest reading since it was 29.7% below on Black Monday, October 19, 1987. The price
index was above its 200-dma for a 64th week last week, but dropped to a 46-week low of
7.7% above its rising 200-dma from 8.8% a week earlier. That compares to 17.0% above in
early December, which was the highest since November 2009 and up from the 26.6% below
registered on March 23—the lowest reading since March 2009. At its worst levels of the
Great Financial Crisis, the S&P 500 index was 25.5% below its 50-dma on October 10,
2008 and 39.6% below its 200-dma on November 11, 2008.

S&P 500 Sectors Technical Indicators (l/ink): Five of the 11 S&P 500 sectors traded
above their 50-dmas last week, down from nine a week earlier. Energy turned positive for
the first time in 11 weeks, and these five sectors moved below: Consumer Staples, Health
Care, Materials, Real Estate, and Utilities. That compares to all 11 sectors above at the
beginning of May and just four above at the end of January. Seven sectors have a rising 50-
dma, down from nine a week earlier. In the latest week, Consumer Discretionary and
Materials joined Energy and Industrials as the only sectors in the falling 50-dma doghouse.
Looking at the more stable longer-term 200-dmas, all 11 sectors are above compared to all
10 a week earlier, as the Energy sector moved above yet again. However, all 11 sectors
have had rising 200-dmas for 27 straight weeks. For perspective, back in April 2020, just
one sector (Health Care) was trading above its 200-dma. Energy’s 200-dma had finally
turned higher in mid-December after mostly falling since October 2018.

US Economic Indicators

Retail Sales (/ink): Retail sales unexpectedly rose in August, by 0.7%, bouncing back from
a downwardly revised 1.8% (from -1.1%) drop in July. August’s result boosted sales to
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within 1.7% of a new record high—despite chip shortages triggering big declines in motor
vehicle and electronic & appliance store sales. Meanwhile, core retail sales—which
excludes autos, gasoline, building materials, and food—jumped 2.5% to a new record high,
following July’s 1.9% decline. Of the 13 retail sales categories, nine increased in August,
while three declined—uwith sales at food services & drinking places unchanged at July’s
record high. Also at record highs were sales at gasoline stations and miscellaneous store
retailers, while sales of furniture & home furnishings, health & personal care, clothing &
accessories, general merchandise, and nonstore retailers hovered just below their record
highs. Here’s a snapshot of the sales performances of the 13 categories during August,
versus last April’s bottom and relative to their pre-Covid levels: nonstore retailers (5.3%,
15.3%, 34.7%), furniture & home furnishings (3.7, 200.3, 19.5), general merchandise (3.5,
23.8, 16.4), food & beverage stores (1.8, 5.3, 16.1), miscellaneous store retailers (1.4, 90.2,
19.6), building materials & garden equipment (0.9, 21.3, 18.6), gasoline stations (0.2, 88.9,
18.6), health & personal care (0.2, 24.7, 11.4), clothing & accessories (0.1, 809.6, 14.3),
food services & drinking places (0.0, 140.5, 8.7), sporting goods & hobby stores (-2.7,
139.1, 33.2), electronics & appliance stores (-3.1, 133.9, 11.8), and motor vehicle parts &
dealers (-3.6, 78.2, 15.1).

Consumer Sentiment Index (/ink): “The steep August falloff in consumer sentiment ended
in early September, but the small gain still meant that consumers expected the least
favorable economic prospects in more than a decade,” noted Richard Curtin, the survey
director. Consumers’ views of inflation remained elevated, though the ascent slowed, as the
one-year inflation rate (to 4.6% from 4.7%) ticked back up to July’s reading—which was the
highest since 2008. The rate had nearly doubled from 2.5% at the end of 2020 to 4.6% by
May, though has been little changed around that level through this month. The five-year
inflation rate remained at 2.9% this month; it was also at 2.5% at the end of last year. The
Consumer Sentiment Index (CSI) edged up to 71.0 this month after tumbling 10.9 points (to
70.3 from 81.2) in August to its lowest level since December 2011. The expectations (to
67.1 from 65.1) component ticked up from August’s nearly eight-year low, while the present
situation (78.5 from 84.5) component sank for the fifth month, from 97.2 in April to 77.1 this
month—the lowest since April 2020.

Business Sales & Inventories (/ink): Nominal business sales in July climbed to yet another
record high, while June real business sales (reported with a lag) continued to hold around
March’s record high, just 2.0% below. Nominal business sales rose in July for the fourth
time in five months and the fifth time this year, up 0.5% m/m and 11.6% ytd. Real business
sales have been more volatile, rising three months and falling three months during the first
half of this year, for a ytd gain of 1.9%; June sales were up 0.4%. Real sales of both
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retailers and wholesalers remain in record territory, though the former has been in a three-
month slump (following March’s 9.9% jump), while real manufacturing sales posted its first
gain since the start of the year, edging up 0.5% in June after a 5.9% slide during the four
months through May. The nominal inventories-to-sales ratio has fluctuated between 1.25
and 1.26 for the past four months, with July’s holding at 1.25—just a tick above its record
low of 1.24 posted in March 2011; it was at 1.73 last April. Meanwhile, the real inventories-
to-sales ratio for June ticked down from 1.40 to 1.39, just above March and April readings of
1.38—which was the lowest since spring 2013.

Regional M-PMIls (link): Two Fed districts now have reported on manufacturing activity for
September (New York and Philadelphia) and show the manufacturing sector expanded at
an accelerated pace, as growth in both the New York and Philadelphia regions picked up.
The composite index rebounded to 32.5 this month, a roundtrip from last month’s slowing
from 32.5 to 18.9, as the New York (to 34.3 from 18.3) manufacturing sector accelerated
back toward July’s (43.0) record-breaking pace, while Philadelphia’s (30.7 from 19.4) also
grew at a faster rate during the month. The new orders (to 24.8 from 18.8) measure also
showed stronger growth—though driven by New York (33.7 from 14.8) orders—which
expanded at the fastest rate since 2004. Growth in Philadelphia (15.9 from 22.8) orders
slowed, though remained at a solid pace. Meanwhile, employment (to 23.4 from 22.7)
growth held at a steady pace as factories in New York (20.5 from 12.8) hired at a faster rate
and those in Philadelphia (26.3 from 32.6) hired at a slower pace though faster than New
York’s—with the Philly measure slowing from August’s record high. Inflationary pressures
remain elevated, with Philadelphia’s prices-received (to 52.9 from 53.9) measure holding
near August’s rate—which was the highest since 1974—and the prices-paid measure
slipping from 71.2 to 67.3 and easing from June’s 80.7—which was the highest since the
end of 1979. New York’s prices-paid measure eased for the fourth month to 75.7 from
May’s record high of 83.5, while the prices-received (to 47.8 from 46.0) measure continued
to accelerate to yet another record high in the survey’s two-decade history.

Global Economic Indicators

Eurozone CPI (link): August’s CPI headline rate accelerated for the second month, to 3.0%
y/ly—the highest since November 2011—after slowing from a then-30-month high of 2.0% in
May to 1.9% in June. Looking at the main components, once again energy (to 15.4% from
14.3% yly) posted the biggest gain, recording its largest y/y increase since July 2008.
Meanwhile, the yearly rate for food, alcohol & tobacco (to 2.0% from 1.6% y/y) picked up for
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the second month, with August’s rate quadruple May’s and June’s 0.5%. The services
inflation rate edged slightly higher in August for the second month, to 1.1% y/y, after slowing
from 1.1% in May to 0.7% in June—which was the slowest since the end of 2020. The rate
for non-energy industrial goods picked up sharply from 0.7% to 2.6% y/y—the highest since
the mid-1990s. Of the top four Eurozone economies, rates for Germany (3.4% yl/y) and
Spain (3.3) are above the headline rate of 3.0%, while rates for Italy (2.5) and France (2.4)
are below.
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